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the stressed vowels of British English

Gimson Lindsey __C _# _V
KIT I I v X X
DRESS e € v X X
TRAP ® a v X X
STRUT A s v X X
LOT/CLOTH D 6 v X X
FOOT U o v X X
NEAR ) I v v X
SQUARE e € v v X
START/BATH/PALM a: a: v v X
NURSE ! o v v X
FORCE/NORTH/THOUGHT o1 o v v X
CURE Us a v v X
FLEECE it 1j v 4 v
FACE el gj v v v
PRICE al aj v v v
CHOICE a1 oj v v v
MOUTH au aw v v v
GOAT U aw v v v
GOOSE u: vy v v v
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the stressed vowels of British English

Gimson Lindsey __C _# _V

KIT I I v X X
DRESS e € v X X

TRAP ® a v X X hecked

STRUT A s v X X checke
LOT/CLOTH D 6 v X X
FOOT U o v X X
NEAR ) I v v X
SQUARE e € v v X

START/BATH/PALM a: a: v v X R vowels
NURSE 31 o v v X
FORCE/NORTH/THOUGHT o1 o v v X
CURE Us a v v X
FLEECE it 1j v v v
FACE el gj v v v
PRICE al aj v v v
CHOICE ol oj v v v free

MOUTH au aw v v v
GOAT U aw v v v
GOOSE u: vy v v v
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our enterprise is to simplify the vowel system

Lindsey's symbols

I € a 3 o o
€l ar o or !
j € aw aj aw oj Hw
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our enterprise is to simplify the vowel system

Lindsey's symbols

I g a 3 2 o

e afer or

j € aw aj aw oj Hww
~—— ——

» a and g, o and 5 are in complementary distribution
» a/o before j and :

> a/> elsewhere
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our enterprise is to simplify the vowel system

Lindsey's symbols

I € a 3 9 o

€l ar o or !

j € aw aj aw oj Hw
~—— —~—

» a and g, o and 5 are in complementary distribution
» a/o before j and :

> a/> elsewhere

simplified system
I € a o #
o€ ar 21 o1 I
j € awaj aw 0] Hw
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symmetry

SHORT/CHECKED LONG/R

1 kit I1 near

€ dress €1 square
a trap a: start
o lot or force
u foot 41 cure
5 strut o1 nurse
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symmetry
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symmetry

SHORT/CHECKED LONG/R DIPHTHONG/FREE
1 kit II near ij fleece
€ dress € square | gj face
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phonotactics

the similarity of CC and “diphthong” phonotactics

pi| " | Kk g | " | aj
1 tw | kw *l ow | aw

Q
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phonotactics

the similarity of CC and “diphthong” phonotactics

]

*

kj

1%

*

tw

kw

£

*

3j

*

oW

aw

glides in cluster and alone

pure pjo:
poor po:
your jor

click klik
kick kik

lick hk

rape rejp
rep rep
ray rej

milk milk
Mick mik
mill mil

quad kwod

cod kod
wad wod

trap trap
tap tap
wrap rap

couch kawt|
catch kat/
cow kaw

hunt hant
hut hat
Hun han
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I ——
the distribution of glides

no glide after short stressed vowel

| r j w h
#_V | lay lgj ray rej yea jgj way wej hay hej
C__V | clay klgj | grey grej cue kjaw dwell dwel | *
V__V | allay al¢j | array aréj beyond basjénd| away swéj | ahead shéd
V__V [ allyélaj [ arrow arew | * s &
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no glide after short stressed vowel

| r j w h
#_V | lay lgj ray rej yea jgj way wej hay hej
C__V | clay klgj | grey grej cue kjaw dwell dwel | pay phej’
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I ——
the distribution of glides

no glide after short stressed vowel

| r j w h
#_V | laylgj ray rej yea jgj way wej hay hej
C__V | clay klgj | grey grej cue kjaw dwell dwel
V__V | allay al¢j | array aréj beyond basjénd| away swéj | ahead shéd
V__V [ allyélaj [ arrow arew | * s &

only after R vowels (long vowels and unstressed o)

Darwin dd:win, Malawi mald:wij, narwhal nd:wal, Ottawa 6tsws, yahoo
jdrthew, Monahan mdnshan, sawyer sé:jo
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I ——
the distribution of glides

no glide after short stressed vowel

| r ] w h
lay lgj ray rej yea jgj way wej hay hej
clay klgj | grey grej cue kjaw dwell dwel
allay sléj | array oréj beyond basjénd| away swéj | ahead shéd
ally alaj | arrow arsw | * s &

only after R vowels (long vowels and unstressed o)

Darwin dd:win, Malawi mald:wij, narwhal nd:wal, Ottawa 6tsws, yahoo
jdrthew, Monahan mdnshan, sawyer sé:jo

possible explanation: “diphthong” = short vowel + glide

neon nijon, crayon kréjon, lion Idjen, royal réjsl, vowel vawsl, Noah ndws,

fuel fjgwal
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epenthesis

consonant clusters may be split by epenthesis
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epenthesis

consonant clusters may be split by epenthesis

» F metr > E mijts(r), OF simpl > E simpsl, F prizm > E prizem
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epenthesis

consonant clusters may be split by epenthesis
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» IrE elm el(2)m, farm fai(2)m, earn au(o)n, girl gou(o)!
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epenthesis

consonant clusters may be split by epenthesis

» F metr > E mijts(r), OF simpl > E simpsl, F prizm > E prizem
» matches mat[+z > matfoz, fitted fit+d > fited

» IrE elm el(2)m, farm fai(2)m, earn au(o)n, girl gou(o)!

> mile méjal, veil véjal, deal dij=l, boil béjal

“breaking” is epenthesis!

sire sajr > sajo(r), fear fijr > fijo(r), sour sdwr > sawa(r)
no epenthesis if the cluster is not word final

metric métrik, simplest simplast, Miley Cyrus majlij sajras

so why does everybody talk about diphthongs?
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|
history, spelling, tradition

the Middle English long vowels are the Modern English diphthongs

price prirs  mouth mu:6 price prajs mouth maw6

fleece flers  goose go:s fleece flijs goose guws

meat me:t goat go:t meat mijt goat gowt
face fas face fejs
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|
history, spelling, tradition

the Middle English long vowels are the Modern English diphthongs

price prirs  mouth mu:6 price prajs mouth maw6

fleece flers  goose go:s fleece flijs  goose guws

meat me:t goat go:t meat mijt goat gowt
face fas face fejs

ME long—short alternations are ModE diphthong—short alternations

keep kijp—kept kept, grave grejv—gravity gravatij, mime majm—mimic
mimik, south sawf—southern sadan, holy hawlj—holiday holidgj, fool
fawl—folly folij

tradition

gj is called long A, a is called short A, etc
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stress

do diphtongs behave like VC?
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do diphtongs behave like VC?

> agree agrij vs punish pdnif

> arcade a:kéjd vs stipend stdjpend
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stress

do diphtongs behave like VC?

> agree agrij vs punish pdnif
> arcade a:kéjd vs stipend stdjpend

> European jé:rapijen vs regimen rédziman

but. ..

» carry karyj, omit amit
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stress

do diphtongs behave like VC?

> agree agrij vs punish pdnif
> arcade a:kéjd vs stipend stdjpend

> European jé:rapijen vs regimen rédziman

but. ..

» carry karyj, omit amit
> decade dékejd, defense daféns

» Cyclopean sajkldwpijen, persimmon pasiman

SO. ..

stress does not provide conclusive evidence for the diphthong analysis
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I ——
flapping

t is pronounced as r between vowels

problem: if diphthongs are VC, we do not expect flapping after them
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I ——
flapping

t is pronounced as r between vowels

problem: if diphthongs are VC, we do not expect flapping after them

flapping also occurs after some consonants
GeneralAm  NZ basilect NZ acrolect

fatter fato v 4 v
farter faite v v Xx()
fighter fajte v v Xx(!)
Fanta fants v X X
faster fasto X X X
factor fakto X X X
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10/15



geminates
English has no morpheme-internal geminates

geminates only occur across a morpheme boundary: un#nerved 3nnd:vd,
homemade hdwmmejd, black#currant blakkdrant, dis#satisfied dissatisfajd
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English has no morpheme-internal geminates

geminates only occur across a morpheme boundary: un#nerved 3nnd:vd,
homemade hdwmmejd, black#currant bldkkdrant, dis#satisfied dissatisfajd
is there jj or ww?

dasyure désijjo:, diuresis ddjjarijses, maieutic mejjéwtik, pyuria pajjorjs,
Shijiazhuang [ijja:dzwan, sukiyaki sétwkijja:kij, Taiyuan tdjjawan, triune
trajjewn, Beowulf béjswwlf, Hluhluwe [lufléwwej, powwow pdwwaw
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English has no morpheme-internal geminates

geminates only occur across a morpheme boundary: un#nerved 3nnd:vd,
homemade hdwmmejd, black#currant blakkdrant, dis#satisfied dissatisfajd
is there jj or ww?

dasyure désijjo:, diuresis ddjjarijses, maieutic mejjéwtik, pyuria pajjorjs,
Shijiazhuang [ijja:dzwan, sukiyaki séwkijja:kij, Taiyuan tdjjewdn, triune
trajjewn, Beowulf béjswwlf, Hluhluwe [lufléwwej, powwow pdwwaw

jw and wj is also rare

jw Awacs €jwaks, Blawith bléjwif, Chichewa tfit[¢jws, Ewok ijwok, Iwo
fjwaw, kiwi kijwij, pewit pijwit, Taiwan tajwén, Tewa téjwa

wj alleluia alaléwjs, bouillon béwjon, cocoyam kdwkswjam, Gruyere
gréwje:, Kikuyu kikéwjaw, thuya Bjéwjs, yoyo jdwjow
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unstressed vowels

short vowel in unstressed syllables

(delg) analysis 2/vowels



unstressed vowels
short vowel in unstressed syllables

> STRUT o, eg in allow slaw, gallop gélep, colour kdls

(delg) analysis 2/vowels 12 /15



unstressed vowels
short vowel in unstressed syllables

> STRUT o, eg in allow slaw, gallop gélep, colour kdls

> KIT 1, eg in impel impél, cleric klérik, image imidz

(delg) analysis 2/vowels 12 /15



unstressed vowels
short vowel in unstressed syllables

> STRUT o, eg in allow slaw, gallop gélep, colour kdls
> KIT 1, eg in impel impél, cleric klérik, image imidz

> FOOT #, eg in accurate akjurat, botulin bét[«ln

(delg) analysis 2/vowels 12 /15



unstressed vowels
short vowel in unstressed syllables

> STRUT o, eg in allow slaw, gallop gélep, colour kdls
> KIT 1, eg in impel impél, cleric klérik, image imidz

> FOOT #, eg in accurate akjurat, botulin bét[«ln

further unstressed syllables

(delg) analysis 2/vowels 12 /15



unstressed vowels
short vowel in unstressed syllables

> STRUT o, eg in allow slaw, gallop gélep, colour kdls
> KIT 1, eg in impel impél, cleric klérik, image imidz

> FOOT #, eg in accurate akjurat, botulin bét[«ln

further unstressed syllables

» FLEECE 1j, eg in happy hdpij, helium hijlijam

(delg) analysis 2/vowels 12 /15



unstressed vowels

short vowel in unstressed syllables
> STRUT o, eg in allow slaw, gallop gélep, colour kdls
> KIT 1, eg in impel impél, cleric klérk, image imid3
> FOOT #, eg in accurate akjurat, botulin bét[«ln

further unstressed syllables

» FLEECE 1j, eg in happy hdpij, helium hijlijam

» GOOSE tw, eg in value valjuw, evaluate svaljuwejt

(delg) analysis 2/vowels 12 /15



unstressed vowels
short vowel in unstressed syllables

> STRUT o, eg in allow slaw, gallop gélep, colour kdls
> KIT 1, eg in impel impél, cleric klérik, image imidz

> FOOT #, eg in accurate akjurat, botulin bét[«ln

further unstressed syllables

» FLEECE 1j, eg in happy hdpij, helium hijlijam
» GOOSE tw, eg in value valjuw, evaluate svaljuwejt

> GOAT aw, eg in window windsw, motto métsw

(delg) analysis 2/vowels 12 /15



|
unstressed vowels
short vowel in unstressed syllables

> STRUT o, eg in allow slaw, gallop gélep, colour kdls
> KIT 1, eg in impel impél, cleric klérk, image imid3
> FOOT #, eg in accurate akjurat, botulin bét[«ln

further unstressed syllables

» FLEECE 1j, eg in happy hdpij, helium hijlijam
» GOOSE tw, eg in value valjuw, evaluate svaljuwejt

> GOAT aw, eg in window windsw, motto métsw

simplest analysis

FLEECE, GOOSE, GOAT are KIT, FOOT, STRUT followed by a glide
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long vowels

the observation

NZ Acrolect has fatter faro vs farter faits
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long vowels
the observation
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a possible explanation
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long vowels

the observation

NZ Acrolect has fatter fare vs farter fa:ts

a possible explanation

1 is a consonant

drawback

1 is a peculiar “consonant”, which only occurs __ C and __#, this is weird,
we know of Cs that only occur __V (h, r, I)

perhaps

:=h or r, but we then have “geminates”: Tahiti ta:hijtij, Sahara ssha:rs

(delg) analysis 2/vowels 13 /15



the vowel system of British English

-0 -1 - -w
a- | TRAP | PALM PRICE | MOUTH
e- | DRESS | SQUARE FACE  |[(BELL)
- | KIT NEAR FLEECE |(MILK)
o- | LOT THOUGHT | CHOICE |(GOLF)
#- | FOOT [(CURE) (GOOSE) | GOOSE
o- | STRUT | NURSE (GOAT) | GOAT

(delg) analysis 2/vowels

14 /15



I —
the vowel system of British English

-0 -1 - -w
a- | TRAP | PALM PRICE | MOUTH
e- | DRESS | SQUARE FACE  |[(BELL)
i- | KIT NEAR FLEECE |(MILK)
o- | LOT THOUGHT | CHOICE |(GOLF)
u- | FOOT |(CURE) (GOOSE) | GOOSE
o- | STRUT | NURSE (GOAT) | GOAT

(delg) analysis 2/vowels

14 /15



some conclusions

» (British) English has no more than six vowels (a e i 0 u ), the
majority of the “vowels” we talked about before are a combination of
one of these short vowels followed by :, j, or w
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one of these short vowels followed by :, j, or w
» the only vowel that occurs word finally is unstressed o, free and R
vowels are VC
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some conclusions

» (British) English has no more than six vowels (a e i 0 u ), the
majority of the “vowels” we talked about before are a combination of
one of these short vowels followed by :, j, or w

» the only vowel that occurs word finally is unstressed o, free and R
vowels are VC

> there's no hiatus in English, “free vowels” are VC
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