Zsófia Bán
Associate Professor
Spring, 2010

Title:Visual Culture in the U. S..

Description: 

This course intends to investigate a field of study that has emerged as a discipline in its own right during the mid-1990s in the US as a result of the so-called "pictorial turn", i.e. a supposedly new hegemony or dominance of images in our society. Visual culture is fundamentally about the social construction of the visual field but, at the same time, it is also about the visual construction of the social field. Our readings will shed light on different instances thereof primarily through texts by American authors who have made a mark in this field, as well as texts that discuss phenomena related to American culture.
Set texts: packet for xeroxing will be available. 
Basic sources (with a few exceptions): Nicholas Mirzoeff: The Visual Culture Reader (2002); Jessica Evans and Stuart Hall. Visual Culture, The Reader (Sage Publications, 1999). Amelia Jones. The Feminism and Visual Culture Reader (Routledge, 2003).
Requirements: in-class participation, presentation (approx.15 minutes), final exam 
Failure to appear on day of presentation or exam will make your course incomplete.

Grading: class participation, presentation, exam
The course will start on March 3, 2010!

Syllabus:
1. (March 3) Visual Culture: An Approach 

-   Nicholas Mirzoeff: What is Visual Culture?
- James Elkins: What Is Visual Studies? (http://www.m-e-m.hu   vizuális kultúra)
2. (March 10) The Image and the Turn
- W. J. T. Mitchell: What Is an Image? (Iconology)

- W. J. T. Mitchell: The Pictorial Turn (Picture Theory)

3.  (March 17) Perception, Vision 
-   Donald Lowe: from The History of Bourgeois Perception
-   Jonathan Crary: Modernizing Vision


4. (March 24) The Gaze
 - Laura Mulvey: Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema

-   Norman Bryson: The Gaze in the Expanded Field

- (March 31) Spring Break

5. (Apr 7) Empowerment and Disempowerment of Vision
-  Michel Foucault: Panopticism
-  Donna Haraway: The Persistence of Vision
6. (Apr 14) Photographic Images                 

- Susan Sontag: America, Seen Through Photographs Darkly
- Marianne Hirsch: I Took Pictures: September 2001 and Beyond
(http://www.barnard.edu/sfonline/ps/hirsch.htm#section1)
7. (Apr 21) Mediatized Images
-  Jonathan Crary: The Camera Obscura and Its Subject
-  John Fiske: Videotech
 
8. (April 28) Media, Politics and Ideology
- W. J. T. Mitchell: From CNN to JFK

- Susan Sontag: Regarding the Torture of Others (http://www.nytimes.com/2004/05/23/magazine/23PRISONS.html?pagewanted=1)


9. (May 5) Representation and Gender
- Sander L. Gilman: Black Bodies, White Bodies
- 

10. (May 12) Representation and Race 

-   Edward Said: from Orientalism (Orientalizing the Oriental)
- Homi K. Bhabha: The Other Question: the Stereotype and Colonial Discourse
- Richard Dyer: White

11- 12. (May 14) 
Vision, Memory and History
- Marita Sturken: The Wall, the Screen and the Image: The Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial
- Andreas Huyssen: Twin Memories: After-Images of 9/11 
Techno-Bodies 
-Walter Benjamin: The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction. (1936)
- W. J. T. Mitchell: The Work of Art in the Age of Biocybernetic Reproduction http://www.m-e-m.hu  vizuális kultúra)
- N. Katherine Hayles: Virtual Bodies and Flickering Signifiers
13. (May 19) End-term exam
