
Popular non-fiction books about languages and linguistics

Instructor: Irina Burukina

irine-bu@caesar.elte.hu

If you read a book from this list, I’d be happy to know your opinion on it, whether it was interesting to you
or not. If you think a book should be added to this list, don’t hesitate to tell me! If you want to read a book
from the list but cannot find a copy of it, send me an e-mail.

1. The Atoms Of Language: The Mind’s Hidden Rules Of Grammar by Mark C. Baker

2. The Linguistics Wars by Randy Allen Harris

3. Through the Language Glass: Why The World Looks Different In Other Languages by Guy Deutscher

4. How Language Works: How Babies Babble, Words Change Meaning and Languages Live or Die by
David Crystal

5. Linguistic Diversity in Space and Time by Johanna Nichols

6. The Art of Language Invention: From Horse-Lords to Dark Elves, the Words Behind World-Building
by David J. Peterson

7. The Unfolding of Language: An Evolutionary Tour of Mankind’s Greatest Invention by Guy Deutscher

Bonus:
The Great Courses on Audible (audio lectures)

• Language and the Mind by Spencer D. Kelly

• Language Families of the World by John McWhorter

• The Story of Human Language by John McWhorter
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