
2022 Autumn Term

ORAL examination 
 
Your mark depends on how much you have read and how well you can talk about your readings and the handouts.
You need to bring to the exam a list of your readings.
In order to be able to start the exam you need to have read at least 3 novels, 1 drama and 9 poems (this is the minimum requirement for a 2).
I copy below the list from which you must select your readings. Please pay special attention to the instructions written in bold! They help you best prepare for the exam topics.
There are set texts, please note that you cannot pass this exam without having read these! 
 
This is how the exam goes: 
1) You will have to sign up in Neptun for your exam for the date of your choice
 -- you have to have with you and show an ID card before beginning the exam 
You will then be first asked a few questions about the texts on your reading list, after that you will randomly pick a topic (you will have about 10 minutes to prepare).
You are strongly advised to look things up that you read about in the handouts, that is, do not just learn what is on them, but do a little research checking anything you do not understand.
The topics: 
1) the Restoration period; 
2) the 18th century novel; 
3) the literature of the first part of the 18th century;  
4) the literature of the second part of the 18th century; 
5) the first generation of Romantic poets and their contemporaries (1770s-1810s); 
6) the first half of the 19th century; 
7) Victorian literature 
 
TEXTS to choose from:
one novel from each line:
Defoe: Moll Flanders or Robinson Crusoe;
Sterne: A Sentimental Journey; or Fielding: Tom Jones;
Jane Austen: Pride and Prejudice; or Scott: Waverley; or Ch. Bronte: Jane Eyre; or Mary Shelley, Frankenstein
E. Bronte: Wuthering Heights; or Thackeray: Vanity Fair
Dickens: Great Expectations; or ; or G.Eliot: Middlemarch; or Hardy: Tess of the D'Urbervilles
two dramas:
Wycherley: A Country Wife; Sheridan: The School for Scandal;
I. Restoration (3 of the following).
Cowley: Ode Upon His Majesty's Restoration and Return
Dryden: Mac Flecknoe; Song for St. Cecilia's Day; To . Mrs Anne Killigrew
Rochester (John Wilmot, Earl of): A Satire Against Mankind
II. 1st half of the 18th century(5 poems, by min. 3 authors)).
Pope: The Rape of the Lock; Epistle to Dr Arbuthnot; An Essay on Criticism, from Part I*; An Essay on Man, from Epistle 2*
Swift: Verses on the Death of Dr Swift; Stella's Birthday*;A Description of a City Shower
Gay: The Shepherd's Week
Thomson: The Seasons, from "Autumn"*; Ode: Rule Britannia
III. 2nd half of the 18th century (4 poems, by min. 3 authors)
Johnson: The Vanity of Human Wishes
Goldsmith: The Deserted Village
Gray: Elegy written in a country church-yard; Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College
Collins: Ode on the Poetical Character; The Passions: An Ode for Music
Cowper: from The Task*; The Castaway
Burns: Holy Willie's Prayer; To a Mouse
Charlotte Smith: one sonnet from Elegiac Sonnets
IV. Romanticism (8 poems, by min. 4 authors)).
Blake: "Introduction"; "Chimney Sweeper" (from Songs of Innocence and of Experience) ; "Lamb"; "Tyger"; "London"
Wordsworth: Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey; Ode: Intimations of Immortality; The Solitary Reaper, We are Seven, I Wandered Lonely
Coleridge: The Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner; Kubla Khan; Frost at Midnight
Keats: Ode to a Nightingale; Ode to Psyche; Ode on a Grecian Urn; La Belle Dame Sans Mercy
Shelley: Mont Blanc; Ozymandias; Ode to the West Wind
Byron: Don Juan, Canto I; Manfred;
V. Victorian Age (5 poems, by min. 3 authors)
Tennyson: The Lady of Shalott; The Lotos-Eaters
R.Browning: My Last Duchess; Porphyria's Lover
E.B.Browning: 2 sonnets from the Sonnets from the Portuguese
D.G.Rossetti: The Blessed Damozel;
Ch. Rossetti: "Song: When I am dead..."; In an Artist's Studio
 
SET TEXTS (compulsory readings!):
Dryden: Mac Flecknoe
Pope: The Rape of the Lock
Gray: Elegy Written in a Country Church-yard
Wordsworth: Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey
Coleridge: Kubla Khan
Keats: Ode to a Nightingale
Byron: Don Juan Canto I
Tennyson: The Lady of Shalott
Browning: My Last Duchess
 
 
 

