High - Elizabethan - Renaissance


Elizabethan poetry is addressed to Reason as a universal moral guide; function of poetry: to teach and delight, to interpret nature and to influence man's actions.

Edmund Spenser (1552-1586) a new beginning in English poetry; great synthetizer
thorough grounding in the classics (Virgil, Theocritus, Bion); re-established contacts with Chaucer; reawakaned interest in Platonic thought; impressed by the developments in the vernacular, inspired by Puritan idealism
supreme craftsman whose matchless musicality impressed Blake, Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, Byron, Tennyson, Swinburn
        The Shepherd's Calendar (1579) heralds a poetic revival
12 eclogues (pastoral dialogues), one for each month of the year, written in different metres
prime purpose of the work: to rid of foreign poetic encumbrance and restore Chaucerian vigour and simplicity
special emphasis on decorum (an important Renaissance aesthetic ideal; propriety and fitness of tone and distion and verse form; suiting of the style to the matter; deliberate avoidance of anything disproportionate and incongruous)
13 different verse forms (2 of them new to English verse, 5 Spenser's own invention)=they show what English verse craftsmanship was capable of in 1579
a synthesis of great medieval English verse (Chaucer), Latin and Greek classics (Virgil, Theocritus); Renaissance literature of Italy and France (Petrarch, Ronsard)
October eclogue: for the first time in English: the high Renaissance ideal of poetry:
O peerless poesie, where is then thy place?
If not in Princes palace thou do sit
(And yet is Prince's palace the most fit)
Ne breast of baser birth doth thee embrace.
Then make thee wings of thine aspiring wit,
And, whence thou camest, fly back to heaven apace.

Mother Hubberd's Tale (1591) a satire on the abuses of the church and the evils of the court in the form of a beast fable;
So pitiful a thing is suitor's state ...


To have thy prince's grace, yet want her peers';
Full little knowest thou that hast not ried,

To have thy asking, yet wait many years;
What hell it is in suing long to bide:


To fret thy soul with crosses and with cares,
To lose good days that might be better spent,

To eat thy heart through comfortless despairs:
To waste long nights in pensive discontent;

To fawn, to crouch, to wait, to ride, to run,
To feed on hope, to pine with fear and sorrow;

To spend, to give, to want, to be undone.

Amoretti: sonnets on wooing, ending with Epithalamion celebrating the marriage (1595)
Sonnets 1-62: unrequited love; Sonnets 63-84: dealing with the lovers' happiness; Sonnets 85-88: lovers' brief separation before marriage
No. 64 records the first kiss (Coming to kiss her lips), no.74: a sonnet on her Christian name
No. 67 deals with the climax of the courtship in an exquisitely gentlemanly manner
Spenserian sonnet: abab bcbc cdcd ee

SONNET. LXVII.

LYKE as a huntsman after weary chace,
  Seeing the game from him escapt away:
  sits downe to rest him in some shady place,
  with panting hounds beguiled of their pray.
So after long pursuit and vaine assay,
  when I all weary had the chace forsooke,
  the gentle deare returnd the selfe-same way,
  thinking to quench her thirst at the next brooke.
There she beholding me with mylder looke,
  sought not to fly, but fearelesse still did bide:
  till I in hand her yet halfe trembling tooke,
  and with her owne goodwill hir fyrmely tyde.
Strange thing me seemd to see a beast so wyld,
  so goodly wonne with her owne will beguyld.

ONE day I wrote her name vpon the strand,


Homokba írtam kedvesem nevét,
  but came the waues and washed it away:


de jött a hullám s rajzom elsöpörte:
  agayne I wrote it with a second hand,


leírtam újra minden betűjét,
  but came the tyde, and made my paynes his pray.

de jött a dagály s munkám eltörölte.
Vayne man, sayd she, that doest in vaine assay,

Hiú ember, hiú vágy - szólt pörölve
  a mortall thing so to immortalize.



a lány - megfogni a pillanatot,
  for I my selue shall lyke to this decay,


hisz magam is így omlok egykor össze
  and eek my name bee wyped out lykewize.


és nevemmel együtt elpusztulok.
Not so, (quod I) let baser things deuize,


Tévedsz! - felelte: - híred élni fog,
  to dy in dust, but you shall liue by fame:


ami porba hal, az csak földi lom,
  my verse your vertues rare shall eternize,


szépséged a dalaimban lobog
  and in the heuens wryte your glorious name.


s dicső neved a mennybe fölírom.
Where whenas death shall all the world subdew,

S ott szerelmünk,bár minden sírbahull,
  our loue shall liue, and later life renew. 


örökké él s örökké megujul.







                                Szabó Lőrinc fordítása
Epithalamion hymn to his bride and himself; 23 strophes registering 24 hours of the day
"I unto myself alone will sing", yet this poem is his most universal "passport to posterity"

The Faerie Queene (Books 1-3 1590, Books 4-6 1596) great synthesis of themes and influences (Homer, Virgil, Ariosto, Tasso, medieval romance, classical epic, Renaissance Humanism, Protestant idealism, Plato and neo-Platonism, English history, geography, folklore)
enigmatic work, a challenge to normal modes of perception
Spenserian stanza: 8 iambic pentametres and a concluding alexandrine, rhyming ababbcbcc
He letteth in, he letteth out to wend,
All that to come into the world desire;
A thousand thousand naked babes attend
About him day and night, which doe require,
That he with fleshly weedes would them attire:
Such as him list, such as eternall fate
Ordained hath, he clothes with sinful mire,
And sendeth forth to live in mortal state,
Till they againe returne backe by the hinder gate.                (Book 3, Canto 6, Stanza 32)

Keats: The Eve of Saint Agnes; Shelley: Adonais; Byron: Child Harold's Pilgrimage, Tennyson: The Lotos-Eaters

Sir Philip Sidney (1554-1586)
embarrassed by the unreasonably high hopes that were entertained of him; a nagging sense that he had never come up to the mark
self-mockery, sophistry, dry humour, vulnerability, sensibility, lingering attachments to the old ways of romance and chivalry make his poetry distinctive
Arcadia two versions: 1581 Old Arcadia; 1583-84 New Arcadia (unfinished)
pastoral love story, prose romance including poems and eclogues in a wide variety of  verse forms (sestina: the most comicated of the verseforms initiated by the troubadours; 6 stanzas of six lines, followed by an envoi which incorporates lines and words used before; "Yee Gote-heard Gods in Old Arcadia; Pound, Auden, MacNeice)
Shakespeare's Gloucester plot in King Lear was based on Sidney's story
Astrophel and Stella (written in 1581-83, published in 1591) first sonnet cycle in English
sequence of 108 sonnets and 11 songs
a record of hopeless love in the Perarchan tradition with consoderable individuality of expression and feeling
exploration of the lover's state of mind and soul; an anatomy of love: hope and despair; tenderness and bitterness; bodily desire and spiritual transcendence

Some louers speake, when they their Muses entertaine,
Of hopes begot by feare, of wot not what desires,
Of force of heau'nly beames infusing hellish paine,
Of liuing deaths, dere wounds, faire storms, and freesing fires:
Some one his song in Ioue and Ioues strange tales attires,
Bordred with buls and swans, powdred with golden raine:
Another, humbler wit, to shepherds pipe retires,
Yet hiding royall bloud full oft in rurall vaine.
To some a sweetest plaint a sweetest stile affords:
While teares poure out his inke, and sighes breathe out his words,
His paper pale despaire, and pain his pen doth moue.
I can speake what I feele, and feele as much as they,
But thinke that all the map of my state I display
When trembling voyce brings forth, that I do Stella loue. 

My mouth doth water, and my breast doth swell,
My tongue doth itch, my thoughts in labour be:
Listen then, lordings, with good ear to me,
For of my life I must a riddle tell.
Toward Auroras Court a nymph doth dwell,
Rich in all beauties which mans eye can see;
Beauties so farre from reach of words that we
Abase her praise saying she doth excell;
Rich in the treasure of deseru'd renowne,
Rich in the riches of a royall heart,
Rich in those gifts which giue th'eternall crowne;
Who, though most rich in these and eu'ry part
Which make the patents of true worldy blisse,
Hath no misfortune but that Rich she is. 


best known sonnets: great repudiation of human love in favour of divine (not part of the Astrophel and Stella series! appeared separately as "Certain Sonnets") Leave me, O Love
The Defense of Poesy (written in 1579, published in 1595)
vindication of English literature; eloquent argument for the dignity, social efficacy and moral value of imaginative literature
poet=vates, prophet; poites, maker
special role of poetic imagination
While all other arts depend on nature as their object, poetry id uniquely free: "Only the poet, disdaining to be tied to any such subjection, lifted up with the vigour of his own invention, doth grow in effect another nature."
embodied all the traits of personality and character Elizabethans admired
Sidney cult after his death (Spenser: Astrophil)


