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THE SONGS OF ORPHEUSN

she weeps, and the warm drops spill from her tree trunk:
fose tears bring her honor: the distillate myrrh preserves and
| the name of its mistress down through the ages.

“But under the bark, the infant conceived in such baseness
ontinued to grow and now sought a way out of Myrrha;
¢ pregnant trunk bulged in the middle and its weighty burden
d on the mother, who could not cry out in her sorrow
firsummon Lucina with charms to aid those in childbirth.
like 2 woman exerting herself to deliver,

¢ tree groaned and bent over double, wet from its weeping.

Gentle Lucina stood by the sorrowing branches,

herhands onto the bark and recited the charms that

pdin delivery; the bark split open; a fissure
mndown the trunk of the tree and its burden spilled our,

whng boychild, whom naiads placed in soft grasses
ind bathed in the tears of its mother. Not even Envy
id have found fault with his beauty, for he resembled
of the naked cherubs depicted by artists,
uld have been taken as one, if you had provided
ith 2 quiver or else removed one from those others.
Venus and Adonis (1)
"c-swit'tlg,' glides by in secret, escaping our notice,
nd nothing goes faster than years do: the son of his sister
s grandfather, the one so recently hidden
atree, so recently born, a most beautiful infant,
#an adolescent and now a young man
ien more beautiful than he was as a baby,
ng now even to Venus and soon the avenger
Ipassionate fires that broughrt his mother to ruin.
“For while her fond Cupid was giving a kiss to his mother,
g pricked her unwittingly, right in the breast, with an arrow
ecting out of his quiver; annoyed. the great goddess
ted him off, but the wound had gone in more deeply

itappeared to, and at the beginning deceived her.
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