Methodology Seminar 1 (autumn) & 2 (spring)

Aims

This two-term course is intended to enable trainees to:

· achieve an understanding of the principles of language teaching & learning

· acquire practical teaching skills in a sheltered, supportive group environment

· relate classroom practice to learning/teaching theories & principles

· develop knowledge and skills related to planning appropriate learning experiences at both the primary and secondary levels

· develop the communication skills specific to the role of language teacher 

· become reflective practitioners as a basis for on-going professional development

Content

Autumn semester
1. Classroom management

· seating arrangement

· classroom interactions

· giving instructions

· group dynamics

· collaborative, cooperative learning

· discipline problems

2. Course planning, lesson planning and coursebook use

· curriculum and syllabus

· planning lessons

· choosing coursebooks 

· using supplementary teaching materials

3. Teaching receptive skills

· teaching listening
· teaching reading
4. Teaching productive skills

· teaching speaking
· teaching writing
Spring semester
5. Teaching vocabulary and related skills

· techniques of presentation

· recycling and testing

· pronunciation

6. Teaching structures and functions

· techniques of presentation

· techniques of practice and integration

7. Evaluation and assessment

· giving feedback

· error correction

· language testing

· alternative forms of assessment

8. Teaching young learners

· special features

· examples of teaching skills

· possible task types

9. Foreign language teaching in Hungary
national core curriculum, school-leaving exam
Methodology

The following principles are meant to underpin the course methodology throughout the specific themes:

· modelling good (communicative) classroom practice

· emphasising forms of experiential learning

· drawing attention to the specifics of ELT for young learners as well as secondary school students

· exploring opportunities for integrating language and culture

· demonstrating various ways of incorporating ICT tools for the benefit of learning

· drawing on participants’ existing experience in ELT as teachers or learners. 

Tasks and assignments

Autumn semester

· presenting and writing up a warmer (5-10 minutes)
· teaching skills-related micro-lesson accompanied by a lesson plan (30 minutes in pairs)

· designing tasks and questions about readings/videos.
· submitting an activity file (10 activities + reflection)
· taking a mid-term and an end-term test based on readings
Spring semester

· presenting a warmer (topic related)
· giving a situational grammar presentation (15-20 minutes)

· submitting an activity file
· article review task
· doing an end-term test based on readings
Assessment

The course will conclude in a course grade at the end of both semesters. Assessment will be based on course participation and assignments. 

Course materials 

Students are required to be familiar with the following book: 

· Ur, P. (2012). A course in English language teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (both semesters)
Another recommended book is:
· Harmer, J, 2007, The Practice of English Language Teaching.4th edition, UK: Pearson Longman

On top of these, some professional articles and book chapters will be assigned to back up the topics in the course. These will be specified during the course.
