Introduction to Literary Studies
BBN-ANG-112
14:00-15:30 Tuesday
Ágnes Füzessy-Bonácz

The aim of the course is to provide a survey of a wide range of texts from different periods in English/American literature. Using the framework of the argumentative essay, students are required not only to give an informed opinion on the text(s) in writing, but also to argue on further issues during class.

	Date
	Topic
	Required reading

	Sept 8
	Orientation and introduction
	-

	Sept 15
	What is literature? – rhyme and rhythm, genres, sonnets and slam performances
	Modern Love Poems handout

	Sept 22
	How is a story told? – reliable and unreliable narration and how to construct a critical opinion 
	Excerpt from Patrick Rothfuss’ The Name of the Wind
Excerpt from your favourite novel (please bring 1-2 paragraphs to class!)

	Sept 29
	John Steinbeck: East of Eden – the ambiguity of words in practice
	Excerpt from John Steinbeck’s East of Eden
Excerpt from your favourite novel (please bring 1-2 paragraphs to class!)

	Oct 6
	How (not) to write an academic essay?
	Model Essays handout

	Oct 13
	Drama and satire –The Importance of Being Earnest
	Oscar Wilde: The Importance of Being Earnest

	Oct 20
	Myth and modernity – classical influences in modern poems
	Modernity handout

	Oct 27
	AUTUMN BREAK
	-

	Nov 3
	“Surprised by Sin”: Paradise Lost
	John Milton: Paradise Lost, book 1

	Nov 10
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Paradise Lost and (some of) the Romantics
	John Milton: Paradise Lost, book 2

	Nov 17
	BBC’s The Canterbury Tales (2003): The Wife of Bath’s Tale
	-

	Nov 24
	Restlessness and choice – Kazuo Ishiguro: Intimacy
	Kazuo Ishiguro: Intimacy

	Dec 1
	Intimacy cont.
	

	Dec 8
	Last assessment – A short in-class essay
	-



requirements & assessment
· students are required to read the set texts in advance and participate in in-class discussions;
· you must be familiar with the vocabulary of the set text(s);
· one of the most important requirements of the course is the submission of one-pagers for each and every class. Failing to submit your essay counts as an absence of which 3 are allowed;
· the final grade is going to be based on (1) the one-pagers; (2) your general attendance, preparedness, and participation in discussions; (3) the in-class essay (optional)
