Topics to think about while reading Beowulf

1. From the first 52 lines of the poem you get a picture of an early-medieval war leader-king. Make a list of what he should do, and what he should be like!

2. Feudal loyalty binds lord and retainer together. Between which characters, and how do you see this kind of relationship "in operation" in the poem? 

3. The poem contains stories which do not belong to the main story, they are called digressions. Which are these, and why do you think the poet included them?

4. If you had to divide the poem into meaningful parts, or logical units, what would be your divisions on what grounds?

5. Collect the parts which suggest that Beowulf is a Christian poem, and also the ones which would prove that it is not!

6. After battles the warriors have great feasts. Collect parts of the poem where such are described, and have a look at what exactly they do at these occasions!

7. Beowulf has not a single English character in it, all are continental figures from the 5th century. Can you imagine how the poem was born and how it survived until the manuscript, that we can read now, was copied in the late 10th century?

Parts to read from Beowulf:

Lines: 1-498


607-661


710-876/a


925-956


1383-1650


1700-1887


1986-2019


2510-2821


3136-end

