Doris Lessing: To Room Nineteen

Study Questions

1. Matthew and Susan seem to be an ideal couple. How would you describe their „intelligent“ marriage?

2. Describe the process how their life became a desert! What factors contributed to it, and what was done to avoid it?

3. What roles does Susan have in her life? Are any of them incompatible or in conflict?

4. Why does she feel she is lacking freedom?

5. Why do people around her not realize what the matter is with her?

6. Is she irresponsible when she spends most of her time out of her house?

7. Is her husband at fault? If yes, how?

8. Why does he think a lover would make the situa tion normal, so that they can have a foursome?

We play different roles in our lives. Make a list of your most important roles. You can also draw a chart of how close or how far these roles are from you. How can we avoid conflicts between them? Do you want them to be this way, or perhaps you wish to change something? Think about this! Maybe you realize that the distance of the roles from you changes. How? Why? Some of this is natural, are all like that?
