Course description





Hargitai Márta PhD

weekly syllabus 03/09/07-16/12/07
The Concept of Nature in Shakespeare
This exploratory course will examine the notion and various levels of Nature in Shakespeare’s comedies and tragedies as well as in Renaissance thinking by a close reading of *A Midsummer Night’s Dream,  *King Lear, *Macbeth. 

set texts (* indicates preparatory reading):
Shakespeare: *A Midsummer Night’s Dream,  *King Lear, *Macbeth

(+essays collected in Casebook Series)
To revise for the in-class essay:

Northrop Frye: Fools of Time. Studies of Shakespearean Tragedy. Toronto, 1967

Soellner, Rolf, "King Lear and the Magic of the Wheel." Shakespeare Quarterly 35 (0984): 274-289

Pinciss and Lockyer, eds. Shakespeare's World. Background readings in the English Renaissance. New York. 1989
Requirements

Regular attendance

Set texts (as listed in weekly syllabus) read in full and in English for the appropriate seminars

Copies of set texts in English brought in for the appropriate seminars (vocabulary explored beforehand at home)

2 presentations (of 2 separate plays or topics) & useful and detailed handouts indicating sources (ideally not from the net) for group-mates & teacher


Active in‑class participation (continuous assessment)

03 Sept.Week 0
registration

10 Sept.Week 1 
application for presentations

17 Sept.Week 2 
Renaissance theories: introduction
24 Sept.Week 3 
Renaissance theories: introduction (A Casebook pp.93-98)
1 Oct.Week 4 
MND A Casebook pp. 55-75
(2 presentations) 

8 Oct.Week 5
MND A Casebook pp. 169-185 (2 pres.)
15 Oct.Week 6
MC A Casebook pp.139-167, 168-177 (3 pres.)
22 Oct.Week 7
holiday  
29 Oct.Week 8
autumn break 

5 Nov.Week 9  
MC A Casebook pp. 183-201; 221-24 (3 pres.)
12 Nov.Week 10 
MC A Casebook pp. 246-254; 255-275 (3 pres.)
19 Nov.Week 11
KL A Casebook pp. 83-118 Bradley (3 pres.); 118-137 G.W.Knight (2 pres.); 137-150 Welsford (1 pres.)
26 Nov.Week 12 
KL A Casebook pp. 203-228 Holloway + Frye 265-270 (1 pres.); Kott 270-293 (2 pres.) 
3 Dec.Week 13
in-class essay

10 Dec.Week 14
evaluation, farewell

