Title: Determination and Free Will in Renaissance and Jacobean Tragedies 
Description: 
This exploratory course will examine the notion of free will and determination in Renaissance thinking by discussing some representative texts by major Renaissance authors as well as by a close reading of two great plays of the age: Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus and Shakespeare’s Macbeth. 

Set texts: 

(* Indicates preparatory reading.)

*Marlowe, Doctor Faustus 

*Shakespeare, Macbeth 

Pomponazzi, On God's foreknowledge and human freedom. 

The 39 articles of the Church of England: Article 17: Of predestination and election. 

Erasmus, On the freedom of the will. 

Luther, On the bondage of the will. 

Calvin, Man has now been deprived of freedom of choice... 

Pico della Mirandola, Oration on the Dignity of Man.

Helen Gardner, The Damnation of Faustus.

Jump, Doctor Faustus. A Casebook.

Wain, Macbeth. A Casebook.
Requirements

Regular attendance

Set texts (as listed in weekly syllabus) read in full and in English for the appropriate seminars

Copies of set texts in English brought in for the appropriate seminars (vocabulary explored beforehand at home)

2 presentations (of 2 separate works) & useful and detailed handouts indicating published sources for group-mates & teacher

Active in class participation (continuous assessment)

