Title: Text Reading

Description:
The selected literary passages to read are from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, King Lear, Macbeth and The Tempest, therefore, students need a pre-reading of these plays in the original. Unless there are foreign-language students enrolled for the course, Hungarian translations will also be used in the lecture-room, therefore students should be familiar with either Arany’s or Nádasdy’s translation of MND, Vörösmarty’s KL, Lőrinc Szabó’ Mc and Babits’ Temp.

In all cases students should use comprehensively edited texts of  the plays, e.g. The Arden Shakespeare, or The New Cambridge Shakespeare series, and the Hungarian William Shakespeare Összes Drámái I-IV (Európa Könyvkiadó, Budapest, 1988.); and rely on the introductory chapters and glossaries (footnotes/endnotes) included in them. A perfect understanding of the texts also requires extended vocabulary work, so be prepared to look up and memorize unfamiliar words/phrases, proverbial expressions, etc. as part of your home assignment for each succeeding lecture.

The lectures will focus on passages featuring images, metaphors and symbols of nature, and Shakespeare’s concept of nature as part of that of the Renaissance will be studied too. 

The thematic blocks are as follows: storm-scenes, imagery concerning heavenly bodies, animals, supernatural creatures, plants, landscape, diseases and human nature.

The exam at the end of the term will necessitate a profound knowledge of the selected sections of the 4 plays, with a deep understanding of the plays in general too. Students will be asked to summarize some of the 10 set texts (find below) and interpret selected lines based on their Shakespearean studies.
Requirements

Regular attendance

Set texts (as listed in weekly syllabus) read in full and in English for the appropriate seminars

Copies of set texts in English brought in for the appropriate seminars (vocabulary explored beforehand at home)

2 presentations (of 2 separate works) & useful and detailed handouts indicating published sources for group-mates & teacher

Active in class participation (continuous assessment)

Set texts:

Haffenden, John. ed. Berryman’s Shakespeare. Essays, Letters and Other Writings by John Berryman. London: Tauris Park Paperbacks. 2001. “Shakespeare’s Last Word.” 154-169; “On Macbeth.” 318-334. 

Kermode, Frank, ed.  King Lear: A Casebook. London: Macmillan,  1969. Frye, “King Lear: The Tragedy of Isolation.” 265-269.

Kermode, Frank. Shakespeare’s Language.  London: Penguin Books, 2000. “King Lear.” 183-200; “Macbeth.” 201-216; “The Tempest.” 284-300. 

Knight, G. Wilson. The Crown of Life. U P, London: Methuen, 1966. “The Shakespearean Superman: A Study of The Tempest.” 203-256. 

Price, Antony. Shakespeare - A Midsummer Night's Dream: A Casebook. Casebook series. London: Macmillan, 1983. G.W.Knight. “Dissension in Fairyland.” 65-70.

Sandler, Robert. ed. Northrop Frye  on Shakespeare.  New Haven& London: Yale University Press. 1986. “ A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 43-50; “The Tempest” 171-186.

Wain, John. Shakespeare: Macbeth: A Casebook. Casebook series. London: Macmillan, 1968. L.C. Knights: “Trends in criticism.” 221-245

