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Basic structural notions, terminology and grammatical functions revisited
1 Theta-roles and the Theta Criterion
1.1
The meaning of a predicate determines the nature of the arguments. Arguments are participants obligatory to express a predicate’s meaning.

(1) a
Peter loves Mary.


b
Peter cut the cake with a knife.

(2) a
Peter is jealous (of Mary).


b
Mary thinks Peter (to be) jealous.

(3)

Peter is the best student.

(4)

Peter is in the house.

1.2 Implicit arguments

(5)

They met.

(6) a
Peter writes.

b
Peter wrote to Mary.


c
Peter wrote a letter.


d
Peter wrote a letter to Mary.

(7) a
Peter put the book on the table.

b
*Peter put the book.

c
*Peter put on the table.

1.3 Elements which do not receive a theta-role: pleonastics and adjuncts
(8) a
A train arrived. cf. what arrived?


b
There arrived a train. cf. what arrived a train?

c
It is regrettable that John has left.


d
That John has left is regrettable.

Expletive (pleonastic) elements are not restricted to the subject position, e.g. something put it into his head that she was a spy.

(9)
Yesterday Peter cautiously opened the fridge in the cellar. – adjuncts 
1.4 The possessor

· the possessor is not a thematic role included in the lexical entry of nouns  (cf. deverbal nouns)
(10)
Peter’s painting

(11) a
   Mrs Johnson’s passport

b
the prisoner’s escape

c
the prisoner’s release

d
cow’s milk

1.5 The levels of representation
The Theta Criterion: 

(i) one theta-role can be assigned to one and onle one argument;
(ii) one argument can bear one and only one theta-role.

The Uniform Theta Role Assignment Hypothesis:

Constituents which fulfill the same thematic role with respect to a given theta-marking predicate occupy the same basic (initial) structural position in the syntax. (Radford, 2009)

The  Locality Condition on Theta Role Assignment:
A theta-marking predicate assigns its theta-roles to its specifier and/or complement.

The Case Filter

All overt DPs must be assigned Case.

D-Structure, S-Structure and Movement:
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2 Grammatical functions
· Subjects: the arguments which precede the VPs in a sentence.
(i)
agreement

(ii)
all clauses must have a subject (the Extended Projection Principle)

(iii) sequences that can appear in subject position: DPs (overt or non-overt), clauses, PPs 
(12)  a

Peter smiled


b

the man living next door smiled


c

that he smiled surprised everyone


d

for him to smile was a mistake


e

after four p.m. suits everyone

(13) 
a
They discussed his/him making a mistake



b
They discussed making a mistake.



c
Peter tried to open the door.



d
*Peter tried him to open the door.

(iv)
unpronunced subjects: pro (finite null subject on pro-drop languages), PRO (nonfinite null subject), imperative subject, truncated null subject
· direct objects and objects of prepositions
(i) subjects vs objects

(ii) passivization

· indirect objects
(i)
double object vs dative shift


(ii)
passivization
· adverbials: obligatory if argument, otherwise optional, DP, PP, AP, CP

3 Summary
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