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X-bar Theory 1: The complement-rule and the specifier-rule

1
Basic terminology
· X-bar theory: a theory of phrase structure, a set of principles determining how phrases can be constructed;
· head: the most prominent element around which the phrase is built (e.g. the head  lends its category to the whole phrase), it can be a morpheme or a word or even a silent element; every phrase must have a head of some kind (endocentricity);
· projection: categorial identity shared by the different levels inside a phrase (the zero-level projection, the intermediate projection and the maximal projection);
· complement: the argument which follows the head, provides information on entities (participants) whose existence is implied by the meaning of the head, a phrasal projection;
· specifier: the argument which precedes the head, phrasal projection (theme subjects and objects).
2 Rewrite rules and representations

2.1 The complement rule

(1)
a
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2.2 The specifier rule

(2) a
XP →  ZP  X’
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2.3 Tree diagrams
(3)
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Branches: the lines connecting points in a tree.
Nodes: the points and the points labelled with words.

Mother: a node is the mother of another node if it is immediately above it.

Sister: two nodes are sisters if they have the same mother.

Immediate constituents: daughters of the same mother.
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b
a train arrive(-d) (on platform 1)



c
the window broke

d
wait for Mary

e
love Mary

f
give two dozen red roses to Mary / give the girl living next door two dozen red roses
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b
the remains of the dinner
c
the man living next door’s humble apologies

· The Binary Branching Condition

· The No-Crossing-Branches Constraint
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