BBN-ANG-251 Syntax

Spring Term, 2017/2018

Movement and Related Notions

· Projection Principle: lexical information is syntactically represented. (Lexical material inserted into a structure cannot be deleted or changed from one level of representation to another, i.e. structures are projected from the lexicon at all levels.)
· Levels of representation: D-Structure and S-Structure.

· Move α : move anything anywhere.

· Structure Preservation Principle: movement cannot alter the basic X-bar nature of structure (applies to both D-Structure and S-Structure).

1 Movement

1.1 Traces, extraction sites and landing sites
(i) Passivization

(1) 
a
Wanda will steal the diamonds.


b
[DP The diamonds]1 will be trace1 stolen.


c
VP
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(ii)

wh-questions and yes-no questions

(2)
[DP Who]1 [I would]2 you trace2  prefer to trace1 visit

(iii)
topicalisation: DP, PP, VP
(3) 
a
[DP The picture of Bill]1, this girl will trace1 put on her desk in the afternoon

b
[PP On her desk]1, this girl will put a picture of Bill trace1in the afternoon


c
[VP Put a picture of Bill on her desk in the afternoon]1, this girl will trace1

d
VP
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(iv)

extraposition

(4) 
a
a ban trace1 was introduced [PP on political discussions]1

b
It surprised us that she stole the diamonds
(v)

raising

(5)
[DPMary]1 is unlikely to trace1 leave

1.2 Chains

1.3 Substitution vs adjunction

1.4 Boundedness: movement is stepwise
2 Case Theory: a first glance
2.1 Morphological vs. abstract case

· The Case Filter: every overt DP must be assigned Case.

Abstract case: cases are assigned to structural positions.

2.2 Nominative vs. Accusative

(i)
subjects

(6) 
a
The boy loves the girl.


b
For the boy to have fallen in love with the girl took a moment.

c
They consider the boy (to be) crazy

(ii)
objects
(7) 
a
The girl also loves the boy.


b
She talks about him a lot.

2.3 Case and S-structure

(8) 
a
Bill was killed.

b
The window broke.
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