ABBN-AME 228: American Culture 2 
	Instructor
	William Hoversen
	E-mail
	whoversen@gmail.com 

	Office
	Online
	Office Hours
	By Appointment


Course Description:
In American Culture 2, we will take the sociologist’s view of America, that is, as a single society/entity. While what we discuss will be talked about in broad strokes, it does matter, and simply saying “well, not everyone is like that” is not enough to dismiss the ideas that we will discuss. We will look particularly at recent trends/movements within American society.
Instructor responsibilities:
1. Be available to students as needed within reasonable limits.
2. Assemble the materials for the class.
3. Mentor and assess students’ learning.

Student responsibilities:
1. Have your own printed/digital copy of the assigned reading with you. 
2. Be prepared to participate in all discussions regarding the reading or other topics as they arise. This means you will need to prepare for class BEFORE class!
3. Complete weekly quizzes or assignments before the start of class.
4. Be prepared to lead a discussion on a specific topic during the semester.
Readings: Readings for this course will be different than usual since they will be posted by the teacher, and you’ll be required to access them before class, and print class copies if you wish on your own. In any case, you are responsible for dealing with your own reading. If you cannot access the assigned reading, please make sure you let the teacher know with ample time to help out. All readings will be posted to Canvas before the start of the semester. It is your responsibility to ensure that you have access well in advance of quizzes and readings are due. It is not acceptable to write an email the night before class that you cannot access the reading Students are required to bring the respective texts to every class. Students who do not participate in each class will lose points.
Requirements: Your grade will also be based on class discussions leading and an end-of-term test. 

The semester will end with an exam during the last class. This will be a written exam that covers the material of the course.


How to fail this class:
1) Compile four (4) absences. This could be because you do not show up to class four times or it is a combination of not showing up and being chronically late. Or you were late 8 times. Or you didn’t the required texts to class in an acceptable format.
2) Failure to participate in class discussions. 
3) Failing the final exam.



Evaluation: 	
Active participation: 25%
Completing Assigned Readings and Media: 25%
Final exam: 50%

Final Course Grades: 
All of the above will need to be completed and not more than three missed classes for the following grades to be assigned.

100% to 90% = 5 
89% to 80% = 4 
79% to 70% = 3 
69% to 60% = 2

Rules of the class: No off-color language will be tolerated (I can joke, you can joke, but we will not put someone down, we will not make anyone feel uncomfortable). You should turn your mobiles off when you come to class. I reserve the right to change the syllabus at any point during the semester.






	Lecture
	Date
	Topic
	Assigned Readings and Media

	1
	Feb. 8
	Political Parties 
	Read:
https://dk.usembassy.gov/da/youth-education-da/the-american-political-system/history-of-the-democratic-and-republican-parties/ 
Watch: https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/the-ballpark/

	2
	Feb. 15
	America and Covid
	Listen: https://samharris.org/subscriber-extras/195-social-cohesion-everything/ (Please listen to this whole one-hour podcast. Listen to it on your commute or in the morning while getting ready; just make sure to listen to the entire thing.)
Watch: Economist: America’s High Death Toll
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMLop-jR8cw
Biden and Covid:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isuisGJG-Q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuehAEh5ENA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OGpg6_8QdE


	3
	Feb. 22
	No Class
	

	4
	March 1
	Gun culture and right-wing extremists
	Read: An Essay on Gun Culture https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/02/magazine/gun-culture-is-my-culture-and-i-fear-for-what-it-has-become.html 
https://www.cnn.com/2017/10/03/americas/us-gun-statistics/index.html
Watch: Gun Nation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUpCqBonOFw&t=1144s
Right-Wing Militias
Radical States of America:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YS7zPJT06Q
Utah Militia-Washington post
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWV8CGWO1r4&has_verified=1&bpctr=1612202711


	5
	March 8
	Q-Anon and other conspiracies
AKA Alex Jones in the age of conspiracy
	Read: https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2020/11/a-biden-victory-isnt-a-defeat-for-qanon/616998/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/06/qanon-nothing-can-stop-what-is-coming/610567/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/01/13/qanon-capitol-siege-trump/
Watch: Frontline – Alex Jones and the United States of Conspriarcy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDXJ9OUco04
Vice News – Where did QAnon Come From
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6U-5Hck5z0

	6
	March 15
	No Class
	

	7
	March 22
	The Second Vietnam: Afghanistan 
	https://www.politico.com/news/2021/08/30/us-announces-end-of-20-year-mission-in-afghanistan-507675
https://www.politico.eu/article/joe-biden-afghanistan-pullout-mistake/
https://natoassociation.ca/last-in-first-out-two-decades-in-afghanistan/



Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vx3FO-pJr50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atUQb_8WsiE&t=334s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ncPqJXjSDs



	8
	March 29
	Race in the Workplace: The NFL a Case Study 
	 Read: https://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/33201180/brian-flores-nfl-lawsuit-prove-systemic-racism-know-claims-sham-interviews-incentivizing-tanking-plus-next
https://theundefeated.com/features/brian-flores-lawsuit-shines-a-brutal-light-on-the-nfls-hiring-practices/?addata=espn:frontpage
https://theundefeated.com/features/force-is-the-only-thing-that-nfl-owners-understand-in-the-fight-for-racial-justice/?addata=espn:frontpage

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zS5f_YH3Y2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGkxjGCCnNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_UDmdxKlDM&t=1s


 

	9
	April 5
	The Art of the Deal: Trump’s Hold on the Republican Party 
	Read: https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/interactive/2021/trump-impeachment-guide/
https://www.propublica.org/article/inside-the-capitol-riot-what-the-parler-videos-reveal
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/02/the-capitol-rioters-arent-like-other-extremists/617895/
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/01/politics/republicans-january-6-committee-miscalculations/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/02/politics/pete-aguilar-trump-january-6-pardons-cnntv/index.html

Watch: CNBC Timline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXAv2cDkWAA
Vice News: Inside the Riots
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfP_5L8epow
BBC – Trump Rally Turns Riotous 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6quOC6McLZU


Frontline’s: The Trump Takeover:
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/trumps-takeover/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwNAa8wB3Z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vdpdvoW474
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isSnaZrU5P4


	10
	April 12
	Social Mobility 
	Read: Brookings: “Raj Chetty in 14 charts: Big findings on opportunity and mobility we should all know” PDF 
Read: CEPR Policy Portal: “Where is the Land of Opportunity? Intergenerational Mobility in the US” https://voxeu.org/article/where-land-opportunity-intergenerational-mobility-us
Listen: NPR – Hidden Brain Podcast
Zip Code Destiny
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/12/666993130/zipcode-destiny-the-persistent-power-of-place-and-education


	11
	April 19
	No Class – Spring Break
	








	12
	April 26
	A Cold War on Two Fronts: China and Russia
	Read: Council of Foreign Relations: “U.S. Relations with China” https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-relations-china
The Washington Times: “Why Trump deal with China is good for free trade” PDF

China Daily: “Washington Misinterprets China’s System” https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/17/WS5e211987a310128217271a63.html
Watch: China: DW documentary: US and China, a New Cold War
Russia: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/26/us/politics/russia-demands-us-ukraine.html
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/11/19/ukraine-russia-putin-border-522989
→ shows the US is determined to be involved and would support Kyiv in the potential conflict
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/01/26/us-russia-ukraine-written-response-00002414
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/01/31/world/ukraine-russia-us
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/01/europe/vladimir-putin-west-ignored-russia-concerns-intl/index.html

Watch: Russia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCK6daF9fNc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VF0IuCGO6Yc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nm2fB8vphLk


	13
	May 3
	Social Media Censorship 
	Listen: https://samharris.org/subscriber-extras/218-welcome-cult-factory/ 

Read: “Media Conglomerates: The Big 6” - https://www.webfx.com/data/the-6-companies-that-own-almost-all-media/ 
Read: Harvard Business Review: “The U.S. Media’s Problems are Much Bigger that Fake News and Filter Bubbles” PDF 

Watch: The Facebook Dilemma
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T48KFiHwexM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EuA4qxPbpQE
Netflix’s Social Dilemma 

	14
	May 10
	Final Exam 
	



