ABBN-AME 228: American Culture 2 

	Instructor
	William Hoversen
	E-mail
	whoversen@gmail.com

	Office
	Room 439
	Office Hours
	Thursday 8:00-10:00


Course Description:
In American Culture 2, we will take the sociologist’s view of America, that is, as a single society/entity. While what we discuss will be talked about in broad strokes, it does matter, and simply saying “well, not everyone is like that” is not enough to dismiss the ideas that we will come up with. We will look particularly at recent trends/movements within American society.
Instructor responsibilities:

1. Be at each class meeting.

2. Be available to students as needed within reasonable limits.

3. Assemble the materials for the class.

4. Mentor and assess students’ learning.

Student responsibilities:
1. Attend all class meetings. If you miss more than three classes, you will fail the semester.
2. Be in class on time. I record all late arrivals, two (2) late arrivals equal one absence.
3. Have your own printed/digital copy of the assigned reading with you. 

4. Be prepared to participate in all discussions regarding the reading or other topics as they arise. This means you will need to prepare for class BEFORE class!

Readings: Readings for this course will be different than usual since they will be posted by the teacher, and you’ll be required to access them before class, and print class copies if you wish on your own. In any case, you are responsible for dealing with your own reading. If you cannot access the assigned reading, please make sure you let the teacher know with ample time to help out. Writing an email the night before class that you cannot access the reading is not acceptable.

Requirements: You will be required to bring three (3) questions about the readings for every class. These questions can be about any lingering doubts left in you about the subject at hand. They can be about anything the articles did not provide enough information on. Your questions can even be in the format: “I saw a movie and I was reminded of this topic because….” You will also need to watch the movie or documentary assigned to each topic.
During the semester you will take four (4) online tests. These will be administered on days that the entire group can agree on through Moodle.
Class Participation: Active participation is an absolute necessity in this course. You will be graded on your participation during in-class work and group activities.
Active participation means that you are actively discussing topics, giving ideas, helping your groupmates, and the like. It does not mean you are sitting, arms folded, in the back of the room hiding. This includes using phones and other mobile devices. They will be silenced or turned off during class time. Any use of such a device must be sanctioned by the teacher. Looking at social networking sites, or anything else really, that doesn’t pertain exactly to the class at hand and work given (with the teacher’s permission), will result in the student being considered absent. If you want to play with your toys, go play at home. 
Evaluation: 

Active participation: 10%
In-Class Presentation Regarding a Specific Topic in American Culture (Topics are to Approved by me) -20%

Final Exam – 70%
Final Course Grades: 
All of the above will need to be completed and not more than three missed classes for the following grades to be assigned.

100% to 90% = 5 

89% to 80% = 4 

79% to 70% = 3 

69% to 60% = 2

Rules of the class: No off color language will be tolerated (I can joke, you can joke, but we will not put someone down, we will not make anyone feel uncomfortable). You should turn your mobiles off when you enter the classroom. If you are late, do not knock, just come in as unobtrusively as possible and take a seat. I reserve the right to change the syllabus at any point during the semester.
Link to media:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11KXOTcvM4Xgel9OyuO7kHEVjMk2nELyC?usp=sharing 
Schedule Spring 2019
	
	Class
	Subject
	Readings/Notes

	1
	Feb 11
	Intro: Progressives, Conservatives, Libertarians Review
	Basic Beliefs, and what they see as their fight for America

	2
	Feb 18
	President Donald Trump
	Bob Woodward: Fear: Trump in the White House
“Note to Readers”, “Prologue”
Gregory Eady, Justin S. Vaughn, and Brandon Rottinghaus: “Comparing Trump to the greatest—and the most polarizing—presidents in US history”

Movie: Face the Nation interview

	3
	Feb 25
	Executive Powers Whaaaaat?
Government Just Can’t 


	The New Yorker – Toobin: “Can Donald Trump Invoke Emergency Powers to Get His Wall?” PDF
NBC – Cevallos: “National emergency? There are borders to the president’s executive powers” PDF

Bring Constitution to class
Movie: VICE – Walking to America
Aljazeera – “US gov’t shutdown: How long? Who is affected? Why did it begin?” PDF

CNBC – Moyer: “Wilbur Ross says unpaid federal workers shouldn’t need food banks, they can just get a loan” PDF

Movie: Furlough workers
- In-Class Presentations Begin this Week

	4
	Mar 4
	No Class

	

	5
	Mar 11
	When Likes Become Currency
	Frontline: The Facebook Dilemma to be Watched in Class

	6
	Mar 18
	How Divided are They?
	AP – Daly: “Kavanaugh hearing runs red hot with partisan anger” PDF

The New Yorker – “Understanding the Partisanship of Brett Kavanaugh’s Confirmation Hearings”

Movie: https://edition.cnn.com/2018/09/27/politics/blasey-ford-kavanaugh-hearing-notable-moments/index.html - watch all the embedded videos


	7
	Mar 25
	Guns, Guns, Guns


	BBC – “America’s Gun Culture in 10 Charts” PDF

Rolling Stone – “The Sandy Hook Massacre was 6 Years Ago Today” - https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/american-gun-violence-statistics-768853/ 

Movie: Gun Nation; Shooting the Biggest Guns; The Most Armed Man; Private School

	8
	Apr 1
	“Bad boys, bad boys, whatcha gonna do?”


	The Atlantic – “In One Year, 57,375 Years of Life Were Lost to Police Violence” PDF

Vox – “There are huge racial disparities in how US police use force” PDF

Movie: DIY Gunshot Treatment; Deadly Force

	9
	Apr 8
	I Don’t See Color


	Center for American Progress – Voter Suppression During the 2018 Midterm Elections, “Introduction and Summary” PDF

The Guardian – “Are NFL Owners Making a Mockery of the Rooney Rule?” PDF

Movie: United Shades of America s01e01

	10
	Apr 15
	Drugs Are Fun And Games Until You Got An Opioid Crisis
	American Psychiatric Association – “How the Opioid Addiction Crisis was Rendered ‘White’” PDF

The New York Times – “Naloxone Saves Lives, but Is No Cure in Heroin Epidemic” PDF

The Washington Post – “The Disturbing Reason some African American Patients may be Undertreated for Pain” PDF

Movie: Last Week Tonight “Marketing to Doctors”; Time “How Drug Companies”

	11
	Apr 22
	Spring break
	Enjoy!

	12
	Apr 29
	Are You Smarter Than….?
	Macleans – Gatehouse: “America Dumbs Down” PDF

New York Review of Books – Collins: “How Texas Inflicts Bad Textbooks on Us” PDF

Movie: A Scientist Visits the Creation Museum; Science in America 

	13
	May 6
	Everything Is On Fire


	Brookings – “Raj Chetty in 14 charts: Big findings on opportunity and mobility we should all know” PDF 

CEPR Policy Portal – “Where is the Land of Opportunity? Intergenerational Mobility in the US” https://voxeu.org/article/where-land-opportunity-intergenerational-mobility-us
Movie: Vox “Obama on why”, “How tax breaks”; The Realities of Trump’s Trade War

	14
	May 13
	Last class


	Final Exam


