Beckett on stage and beyond
Tutor: András Jásdi
E-mail: jasdi.andras@gmail.com

Course Objectives

“…the first to admit that to be an artist is to fail, as no other dares to fail…,” told Samuel Beckett his friend in an imaginary dialogue, and it is clear now that  his “failure” has proved to be a tremendously successful one. The aim of the course is to explore in a joint venture the history and development of that “failure.” The survey includes prose works, shorter plays and televised renderings of dramas. Such broad perspective may help to develop a more complete picture of Beckett’s literary carrier, a picture not limited to what is known as ‘the theatre of the absurd.’
WEEKLY SYLLABUS

(Sep 8) Discussion of the seminar course; brief introduction 

Under Joyce’s spell

(Sep 15)

Short stories: ‘Assumption’ (1929), ‘A Case in a Thousand’ (1934)

(Sep 22)

Novel: Dream of Fair to Middling Women (1932; published 1992) excerpt

(Sep 29)

Novel: Murphy (1938)

New voice

(Oct 6)

Novel: Watt (1945) excerpt

Abandoning the English language

(Oct 13)

Non-fiction (with Georges Duthuit): ‘Three Dialogues’ (1949)
(Oct 20)

Novel: Molloy (1947)
(Oct 27)

AUTUMN BREAK

(Nov 3)

Novel: The Unnamable (1947) excerpt

(Nov 10)
Play: Waiting for Godot (1952); film version directed by Michael Lindsay-Hogg
A new medium

(Nov 17)
Play: Act without Words I-II. (1956); film versions directed by Karel Reisz and Enda Hughes

Return to the English language;
(Nov 24)
Short stories: Imagination Dead Imagine (1965), ‘Worstward Ho’ (1983); DEADLINE FOR SEMINAR PAPERS!

(Dec 1)

Play: Not I (1972); film version directed by Patricia Rozena
(Dec 8)

(Dec 8) Farewell Class: discussion of seminar papers and final grades

Material for voluntary presentation will be provided by the tutor.

Grading Policy

Since the course is to a large extent based on student contribution, active class-presence is a major factor in the forming of the final grade. The components of the final grade are the following: class activity 35%; presentation 25%; end-of-term paper 30%. 

