Speech and Writing 1 

Syllabus
Fall 2012

Instructor information
Name: Andrea Juranovszky

E-mail: juraandrea1@gmail.com
Course Description:
In this course, students will study the level of speaking and writing necessary to participate in English courses in the Department of American Studies. Specifically, emphasis will be given on presentations, class discussion skills, and making logical arguments. For writing, basic academic writing will be taught, with the idea that students will be able to produce written work for their classes.

Requirements & assessment:
Assessment will be based on your homework and a final term paper which has to be handed in before the deadline. Late papers will not be accepted. Class participation will also be a strong component of the class, and students will be expected to participate.

Attendance:  It is assumed that everyone will attend the classes. In accordance with university regulations, students are allowed three absences per semester; with more than three absences, their course will be incomplete.

	1. 
	Introduction to course

	2
	Critical thinking: reading, writing and thinking; argument evaluation; making a strong claim; types of evidence; analyzing a text; summary and annotation

	3
	Planning a written assignment ( how to approach a topic; selecting genre, language, purpose; brainstorming techniques; developing a thesis; characteristics of a strong thesis

	4
	Essay outline; drafting, paragraph structure, types of paragraphs; topic sentence; revising/editing first draft; testing thesis, essay structure

	5
	MLA and APA guides; formatting an essay; citation rules

	6
	Arguments

	7
	Oral presentation planning; drafting; preparing for a speech; handouts

	8
	Presentation skills practice; Power Point documents; structure of a presentation 

	9
	Researching, library materials, Internet sources (Final essay deadline!)

	10
	Course evaluation


