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Lesson 2

Basic essay structure
1. Introduction 

· Introduction of any essay should be no longer than 1/10 of its length. If the essay itself must be of a significant size the introduction may have several paragraphs; in the rest of the cases it consists of one solid paragraph. 

           A good introduction requires several elements:

· Opening sentences introducing to the topic of the essay 

· Background information on it (gradually leading to the analyzed aspect of the theme). 

· Literature techniques to grab the reader’s attention. 

· A strong Thesis statement defining and stating the point the author is making in the essay, the paper’s main argument. 
2. Body paragraphs 

· Body paragraph 1 

· Body paragraph 2 

· Body paragraph 3, etc. 

· The body of a basic essay may have as many body paragraphs as it is necessary to prove the author’s argument of the thesis statement. 

· It is vital to keep in mind that each paragraph is supposed to have one main argument to analyze and has to reveal it in one solid thought in a sentence called the topic sentence. Therefore the amount of the body paragraphs equals the amount of topic sentences. 

· Each body paragraph must be connected to following one with a logical link. 

3. Conclusion 

· It is usually written in one solid paragraph. 

· The conclusion always deals with summing up the essays arguments revealed in the topic sentences and the therefore present substantial evidence to prove the thesis statement. 

· It is also important to mention the importance of the general conclusion of the essay. 
