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WRITING OUTCOMES 

Conventions 
T h i s sect ion w i l l h e l p y o u l e a r n to do t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

• Recognize t h e r u l e s o f s t a n d a r d A m e r i c a n E n g l i s h g r a m m a r 

= C o r r e c t l y use v e r b s (45 ) , p r o n o u n s (46 ) , adject ives (47 ) , 
adverbs (47 ) , a n d o t h e r p a r t s o f speech 

• A v o i d g r a m m a t i c a l e r r o r s c o m m o n l y m a d e b y m u l t i l i n g u a l 
w r i t e r s (48) 

Test Yourself: 
T a k e a n o n l i n e q u i z a t w w w . m h h e . c o m / b m h h to t e s t y o u r f a m i l i a r i t y 
w i t h t h e topics covered i n chapters 4 2 - 4 8 . A s y o u r e a d t h e f o l l o w i n g 
chapters , p a y spec ia l a t t e n t i o n t o t h e sections t h a t correspond t o a n y 
quest ions y o u a n s w e r i n c o r r e c t l y . 

Fragments 

A w o r d group t h a t begins w i t h a cap i ta l l e t 
t e r and ends w i t h a period m a y not be a com
p le te sentence. A complete sentence meets 
a l l three of the f o l l owing requirements : 

B A s e n t e n c e n a m e s a subject, t h e w h o or w h a t t h a t t h e 
sentence addresses . 

B A s e n t e n c e h a s a c o m p l e t e verb t h a t i n d i c a t e s t e n s e , 
p e r s o n , a n d n u m b e r . 

B A s e n t e n c e i n c l u d e s a t l e a s t o n e i n d e p e n d e n t clause. 
A n i n d e p e n d e n t c lause h a s a subject a n d a complete v e r b a n d 
does n o t b e g i n w i t h a s u b o r d i n a t i n g w o r d such as although, 
because, since, that, unless, which, or while. 

I n t h e f o l l o w i n g e x a m p l e , t h e first w o r d group meets a l l t h r e e r e 
q u i r e m e n t s a n d i s a c o m p l e t e sentence. A l t h o u g h t h e second w o r d 
g roup has a subject a n d a complete ve rb , t h e y are p a r t o f a dependent 
clause t h a t beg ins w i t h t h e s u b o r d i n a t i n g w o r d that. Because t h e sec
o n d w o r d g r o u p does n o t h a v e a n i n d e p e n d e n t clause w i t h a sub jec t 
a n d a complete v e r b , i t i s n o t a complete sentence. 

Pool h u s t l e r s deceive t h e i r opponents i n m a n y 
w a y s . F o r e x a m p l e , d e l i b e r a t e l y p u t t i n g so 
m u c h s p i n on t h e b a l l that i t j u m p s o u t o f t h e 
i n t e n d e d pocket . 

Y o u c a n fix f r a g m e n t s i n one o f t w o ways : E i t h e r t r a n s f o r m t h e m 
i n t o sentences or a t t a c h t h e m to a n e a r b y i n d e p e n d e n t clause. 

for infofmotion 
ond sxsrtise! 
on senlente 
frogments, go lo 

Eijilmg > Sentence 
Ffogmenis 

POSSIBLE 
FRAGMENT 

> P o o l h u s t l e r s d e c e i v e t h e i r opponents i n m a n y w a y s . F o r 

they 

e x a m p l e , d e l i b e r a t e l y p u t t i s g so m u c h s p i n on the b a l l t h a t 

i t j u m p s o u t of t h e i n t e n d e d p o c k e t . 
> P o o l h u s t l e r s d e c e i v e t h e i r o p p o n e n t s i n m a n y w a y s / , 

for example, by 
, d e l i b e r a t e l y p u t t i n g so m u c h s p i n on t h e 

b a l l t h a t i t j u m p s out of the i n t e n d e d pocket . 

365 



366 EDITING FOR GRAMMAR CONVENTIONS • Fixing sentence fragments 

F r a g m e n t s a n d G r a m m a r C h e c k e r s 

G r a m m a r checkers i d e n t i f y some f r a g m e n t s , b u t t h e y w i l l n o t 
t e l l y o u w h a t t h e fragment is m i s s i n g or h o w to e d i t i t . G r a m m a r 
checkers c a n also m i s s fragments w i t h o u t subjects t h a t c ou ld be 
i n t e r p r e t e d as c o m m a n d s . Cons ider t h e f o l l o w i n g fragment from 
a passage a b o u t t h e m a t h e m a t i c a l ach ievements o f t h e a n c i e n t 
M a y a : Develop the concept of zero, for example. 

Repairing dependent-clause fragments 
F r a g m e n t s o f t e n b e g i n w i t h a s u b o r d i n a t i n g w o r d s u c h as although, 
because, even though, since, so that, whenever, or whereas. U s u a l l y , a 
f r a g m e n t t h a t begins w i t h a s u b o r d i n a t i n g w o r d can be a t t a c h e d to a 
n e a r b y i n d e p e n d e n t c lause. 

V N o n e of the t h i r t y - t h r e e s u b j e c t s i n d i c a t e d a n y c o n c e r n 

a b o u t the a m o u n t o r k i n d of f r u i t the i n s t i t u t i o n s e r v e d / , 

even ^ 
E v e n t h o u g h a l l of t h e m i d e n t i f i e d diet a s a n i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . 

S o m e t i m e s i t i s b e t t e r to t r a n s f o r m s u c h a f r a g m e n t i n t o a comple te 
sentence by d e l e t i n g t h e s u b o r d i n a t i n g w o r d . 

> T h e s o l i d a r i t y of o u r g r o u p w a s u n d e r m i n e d i n two w a y s . 

Participants 

W h e n p a r t i c i p a n t s e i t h e r d i s a g r e e d a b o u t p r i o r i t i e s o r 

a d v o c a t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c a l s trateg ies . 

CHARTING the TERRITORY -"^i&'^irf?.' 

Intentional Fragments 

A d v e r t i s e r s o f ten use a t t e n t i o n - g e t t i n g f r a g m e n t s : " N o t h i n g b u t 
N e t . " "Because you ' re w o r t h i t . " Occasional ly , y o u m a y w a n t t o use 
a sentence f r a g m e n t f o r s t y l i s t i c reasons. Keep i n m i n d , however , 
t h a t a d v e r t i s i n g a n d college w r i t i n g have d i f f e r e n t contexts a n d 
purposes . I n f o r m a l w r i t i n g , use d e l i b e r a t e sentence fragments 
sparingly. 
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IDENTIFY AND EDIT 
Fragments frag 

© 1. Do you see a complete verb? 

Yes N o —> FRAGMENT 

r.RAGMiiNi Kor exiimplo, t l ie concept of zoro. 
subj verb 

SEF-JTENCE For example, they were among the first to develop 
the concept of zero. 

© 2. Do you see a subject? 

N o ^ FRAGMENT-

FRAGMENT Developea the confeept of zero, for example, 
^ubj verb 

SENTENCE They developed the concept of zero, for example. 

3. Do you see only a dependent clause? 

N o Yer-^'FRASMEiJiT ' 1 
-FFlAG^Em', Because earliest people to 

. . . develop the; concept of zero! . 

SENTENCE TheMayas descrve a place m the history of 
mathematics because they were aniong the earliest 
people to develop the concept of zero. 

SENTENCE 

Exercise 42.1 Editing to repair dependent-clause fragments 

C o r r e c t t h e dependent - c lause fragments i n t h e f o l l o w i n g i t e m s by a t 
t a c h i n g t h e m t o a sentence o r b y e l i m i n a t i n g or r e p l a c i n g t h e subor 
d i n a t i n g w o r d . 

EXAMPLE 

T h e m o s t c o m m o n l y t r a d e d stone i n M e s o p o t a m i a w a s 
which 

o b s i d i a n / , W h i c h i s b l a c k , v o l c a n i c , a n d g l a s s l i k e . 
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1 . A n c i e n t people t r a d e d s a l t . W h i c h is a n i m p o r t a n t n u t r i e n t . 
2. Some groups r e s o r t e d t o w a r a n d conquest . Because t h e y 

wauited to g a i n c o n t r o l over v a l u a b l e goods a n d resources. 
3. W h e n t h e y cou ld , people t r a n s p o r t e d l a r g e stones b y r i v e r . Since 

d o i n g so r e q u i r e d less e f f o r t t h a n o t h e r m e a n s o f m o v i n g t h e m . 
4. O b s i d i a n i s h a r d a n d m a k e s a s h a r p edge. E v e n t h o u g h i t is 

b r i t t l e . 
5. A f t e r a w h i l e , a t y p e o f c u r r e n c y developed. W h e n t r a d e r s began 

e x c h a n g i n g s i l v e r b a r s or r i n g s . 
6. T h e e a r l i e s t w r i t i n g a p p e a r e d i n M e s o p o t a m i a . A f t e r people 

there began l i v i n g i n c i t ies . 
7. A g r i c u l t u r e t h r i v e d i n E g y p t . Because t h e N i l e flooded 

r e g u l a r l y . 
8. A l t h o u g h t h e E g y p t i a n s h a d a b u n d a n t crops a n d l a r g e supp l i es 

o f hmes tone . T h e y i m p o r t e d m a n y goods. 
9. E g y p t added go ld objects t o i t s l e n g t h y l i s t o f exports . A f t e r i t s 

a r t i s a n s began to w o r k t h e prec ious m e t a l i n a b o u t 4000 BCE. 
10. Egypt ' s first k i n g w a s M e n e s . W h o u n i t e d t h e c o u n t r y b y con

quest i n a b o u t 3150 BCE. 

Repairing phrase fragments 
O f t e n u n i n t e n t i o n a l fragments are p h r a s e s , w o r d g r o u p s t h a t lack a 
subject or a c omple te v e r b or b o t h a n d u s u a l l y f u n c t i o n as m o d i f i e r s 
or nouns . P h r a s e f r a g m e n t s frequently b e g i n w i t h v e r b a l s — ^ w o r d s de
r i v e d f r o m verbs , such as putting or to put. 

T h a t s u m m e r , w e h a d t h e t i m e o f o u r l i v e s . 
FRAGMENT Fishing in the early morning, splashing in the 

lake after lunch, exploring the woods before 
dinner, and playing Scrabble until bedtime. 

One w a y to fix t h i s f r a g m e n t i s to t r a n s f o r m i t i n t o a n i n d e p e n d e n t 
clause w i t h i t s o w n subject a n d v e r b : 

Wefiehed 
> T h a t s u m m e r , w e h a d t h e t i m e of o u r Uvea. F i s h i n g i n the 

splashed explored 
e a r l y m o r n i n g , s p l a s h i n g i n the l a k e after l u n c h , o s p l o r i n g 

played 
the w o o d s before d i r u i e r , a n d p l a j - i a g S c r a b b l e u n t i l b e d t i m e . 
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A n o t h e r w a y to fix t h e p r o b l e m i s to a t t a c h the f r a g m e n t to t h e p a r t 
o f t h e p r e v i o u s sentence t h a t i t m o d i f i e s ( i n t h i s case, the time of our 
lives). 

fishing 

> T h a t s u m m e r , w e h a d t h e t i m e of oux l ives , / F i s h i n g i n t h e 

e a r l y m o r n i n g , s p l a s h i n g i n t h e l a k e after l u n c h , e x p l o r i n g 

t h e w o o d s before d i n n e r , a n d p l a y i n g S c r a b b l e u n t i l b e d t i m e . 

P h r a s e f r a g m e n t s c a n also b e g i n w i t h one -word prepos i t i ons such 
as as, at, by, for, from, in, of on, o r to. To correct these, i t is u s u a l l y eas
iest to attach them to a nearby sentence. 

> I m p r e s s i o n i s t p a i n t e r s often d e p i c t e d t h e i r s u b j e c t s i n 

a t 
e v e r y d a y s i tuat ions . / . A t a r e s t a u r a n t , p e r h a p s , o r b y t h e 

X A 

s e a s h o r e . 

Exercise 42.2^ Identifying fragments 

U n d e r l i n e t h e fragments i n t h e f o l l o w i n g passage, a n d ident i fy ' each as 
e i t h e r a phrase ( w i t h o u t a sub ject or v e r b ) or a d e p e n d e n t clause. 

EXAMPLE I a m h e a d e d to the l i b r a r y tonight . 
dependent clause 

B e c a u s e I h a v e a p a p e r due . 

Pool h u s t l e r s deceive t h e i r opponents i n m a n y ways . Some
t i m e s a p p e a r i n g u n f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e ru les o f t h e game. T h e y 
m a y t r y a c t i n g as i f t h e y are d r u n k . O r pre tend to be inept . F o r 
example , t h e y w i l l p u t so m u c h s p i n on the b a l l t h a t i t j u m p s 
o u t o f t h e i n t e n d e d pocket. So t h e i r opponents w i l l be t r i c k e d 
i n t o b e t t i n g . Some o t h e r ways to cheat . W l i e n t h e i r opponents 
are n o t l ook ing , pool h u s t l e r s m a y remove t h e n ' o w n bal l s from 
t h e t a b l e . T h e n change t h e p o s i t i o n o f the b a l l s o n t h e tab le . 
Because today 's poo l b a l l s h a v e m e t a l l i c cores. H u s t l e r s c a n 
use e lec tromagnets to affect t h e p a t h of the ba l l s . Be aware o f 
these t r i c k s ! 
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iExercise;42^ Editing to repair plirase fragments 

Repair the phrase f r a g m e n t s i n t h e i t e m s t h a t fo l low by a t t a c h i n g t h e m 
to a sentence or a d d i n g w o r d s to t u r n t h e m i n t o sentences. 

EXAMPLE 
such 

F i l m m u s i c c a n c r e a t e a m o o d / S u c h as r o m a n t i c , 

l i g h t h e a r t e d , or m y s t e r i o u s . 

1. T h e o m i n o u s m u s i c p repares us f o r a s h o c k i n g scene. A n d con
fuses us w h e n t h e shock does n o t come. 

2. F i l m m a k e r s m a y t r y to evoke nos ta lg i c fee l ings . B y choosing 
songs f r o m a p a r t i c u l a r era . 

3. T h e m u s i c a l p roducer used a m i x o f t r a d i t i o n a l songs a n d n e w 
composit ions . I n t h e C i v i l W a r d r a m a Cold Mountain. 

4. U s u a l l y , filmmakers e d i t t h e images first a n d a d d m u s i c la ter . 
To be sure t h a t t h e m u s i c s u p p o r t s the v i s u a l e lements . 

5. M u s i c can p r o v i d e t r a n s i t i o n s b e t w e e n scenes. M a r k i n g t h e pas
sage o f t i m e , s i g n a l i n g a change o f place, or f o r e s h a d o w i n g a s h i f t 
i n mood. ' 

6. E x a c t l y m a t c h i n g t h e r h y t h m s o f t h e m u s i c t o t h e m o v e m e n t on 
screen is k n o w n as " M i c k e y M o u s i n g . " A f t e r t h e a n i m a t e d classic. 

7. To create a t m o s p h e r e , filmmakers somet imes use sounds f r o m 
n a t u r e . S u c h as c r a s h i n g waves , b i r d cal ls , a n d m o a n i n g w i n d s . 

8. D o n o t u n d e r e s t i m a t e t h e effect o f a s h o r t "dead t r a c k , " t h e com
plete absence o f s ound . F o r c i n g u s to l ook i n t e n t l y a t t h e image . 

E W a Repairing other types of fragments 
W o r d groups t h a t s t a r t w i t h t r a n s i t i o n s or w i t h 7.'0rds t h a t i n t r o d u c e 
examples , appos i t ives , l i s t s , a n d c o m p o u n d pred i ca tes can also cause 
prob lems . 

1 . Word groups that start with transitions 
Some f r a g m e n t s s t a r t w i t h t w o - or t h r e e - w o r d prepos i t i ons t h a t func 
t i o n as t r a n s i t i o n s , such as as well as, as compared with, except for, in 
addition to, in contrast with, in spite of or instead of 

> For sixty-five years, the growth in consumer spending has 

as 
b e e n b o t h s teep a n d s tead jV , A s c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e g r o w t h 
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i n g r o s s d o m e s t i c p r o d u c t ( G D P ) , w h i c h h a s fluctuated 

s igni f icant ly . 

2. Words and phrases that introduce examples 
I t is a l w a y s a good i d e a t o check w o r d g r o u p s b e g i n n i n g w i t h for ex
ample, like, specifically, or such as. 

was 
a n d b e i n g i m p r i s o n e d i n the T o w e r of L o n d o n . 

3. Appositives 
A n a p p o s i t i v e is a n o u n or n o t m p h r a s e t h a t r e n a m e s a n o u n or 
p r o n o u n . 

>- I n 1965, L y n d o n J o h n s o n i n c r e a s e d the n u m b e r of troops i n 

a 
V i e t n a m / , A f o r m e r F r e n c h c o l o n y i n s o u t h e a s t A s i a . 

4. Lists 
U s u a l l y , you can connect a l is t to the preceding sentence u s i n g a colon. 
I f y o u w a n t to emphasize the l ist , consider u s i n g a d a s h instead. 

> I n t h e 1930s, t h r e e g r e a t b a n d l e a d e r s h e l p e d p o p u l a r i z e 

E l i z a b e t h I of E n g l a n d f a c e d m a n y d a n g e r s as a p r i n c e s s . 

she fell f 
F o r e x a m p l e , f a l l i n g o u t of f a v o r wdth h e r s i s t e r , Q u e e n M a r y , 

c 
f 

L 

j a z z / : L o u i s A r m s t r o n g , B e n n y G o o d m a n , a n d D u k e E l l i n g t o n , t^^mm 

5, Compound predicates 
A c o m p o u n d p r e d i c a t e is m a d e u p o f a t l eas t t w o verbs as w e l l as 
t h e i r objects a n d m o d i f i e r s , c onnected b y a c o o r d i n a t i n g c o n j u n c t i o n 
s u c h as and, but, or or T h e p a r t s o f a c o m p o u n d p r e d i c a t e have t h e 
same subject a n d s h o u l d be t o g e t h e r i n one sentence. r * , 

>• T h e g r o u p g a t h e r e d at d a w n a t t h e base of the m o u n t a i n / 

and 

A s d assembled their gear in preparation for the morning's , I 

c l i m b . 
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WRITING OUTCOMES 

Processes and Conventions 
T h i s sect ion w i l l h e l p y o u l e a r n to do t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

• Revise y o u r sentences for c l a r i t y by u s i n g s u b o r d i n a t i o n appro 
p r i a t e l y (36) , choosing exact l a n g u a g e (40 ) , a n d fixing p rob lems 
such as word iness (30) , m i x e d cons t ruc t i ons (31) , a n d m i s p l a c e d 
mod i f i e r s (35) 

" A p p l y s t a n d a r d A m e r i c a n E n g h s h cons t ruc t i ons to y o u r w r i t i n g 
(32) 

• U s e a p p r o p r i a t e l anguage t h a t c l ear ly expresses y o u r i n t e n d e d 
m e a n i n g ( 3 9 - 4 0 ) 

Test Yourself: 
T a k e a n on l ine q u i z a t w w w . m h l i e . c o m / b m h h to t e s t y o u r f a m i h a r i t y 
w i t h t h e topics covered i n chapters 3 0 - 4 1 . A s y o u r e a d t h e f o l l o w i n g 
chapters , p a y special a t t e n t i o n t o t h e sections t h a t correspond to a n y 
quest ions y o u a n s w e r incorrect ly . 

JU AvoiiliiKi Wiiiiliiiiiss 

A .'KUll.lllH'll {|(JI>H l iu l . llllVM I I I l l l l l l l l l l l l m i l l 

. s i i n p l r . 1,0 J K M i o i i n n r , l i n l , r v n i V W I I M I I I I l l , 

m u s t c o i i i i l , . 

W o r d i n e s s a n d G r a m m a r C h e c k e r s 

M o s t c o m p u t e r g r a m m a r checkers recognize m a n y w o r d y struc:-
t u r e s , b u t i n c o n s i s t e n t l y so. One style checker flagged most pas
s ive verbs a n d some it is a n d i/xere are ( explet ive ) construction.s, 
b u t n o t o thers . I t also flagged t h e r e d u n d a n t express ion true fad. 
b u t m i s sed round circle a n d t h e e m p t y p h r a s e it is a fact that. 

S'l'T?! Eliminating redundancies 
and unnecessary modifiers 

B e o n t h e l o o k o u t for r edundanc i e s such as first and foremost, full and 
complete, past history, a n d blue in colon 

> S t u d e n t s l i v i n g i n c lose p r o x i m i t y i n t h e d o r m s n e e d 

t o c o o p e r a t e t o g e t h e r i f t h e y w a n t t o l i v e i n h a r m o n y . 

U s u a l l y , m o d i f i e r s such as very, rather, a n d really a n d i n t e n s i f i e r s such 
as absolutely, definitely, a n d incredibly can be deleted . 

> T h e e n d i n g d e f i n i t e l y s h o c k e d us v e r y m u c h . 

||(yWjJhli«:<om/ 

Tor iiifoiiiiiilliiii 
on (iml pHKlkn 
nliniiniitmii 
rodtindniuid ,̂ 
go lo 

Editini] > 
Eliminating 
RGcluiiduntici 

Replacing wordy phrases 
M a k e y o u r sentences m o r e concise by r e p l a c i n g w o r d y phrases w i t h 
a p p r o p r i a t e a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

Tests m u s t now 
^ I t i s n e c e s s a r y a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e t h a t t es t s b e r u n 

t o measure 
f o r t h e p u r p o s e s o f r^casm- iug^the s w i t c h ' s s t r e n g t h . 
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Wordy P h r a s e s 

,'il, l.liid, poinl , i n t i m e 
111 th i s poinL i n t i m e 
due to the fact t h a t 
(or t i l l ' r-cason t h a t 
HI c.lty.n: p r o x i m i t y to 
i n order to 
i n spi te of t h e fact t h a t 
i n the event t h a t 
i n the n o t - t o o - d i s t a n t f u t u r e 
is able to 
is necessary t h a t 

Concise Alternat ives 

t h e n 
n o w 
because 
because 
near 
t o 
a l t h o u g h 
i f 
soon 
c a n 
m u s t 

•x«rel8e30^l identifying and editing wordy or empty plirases 
and uiiriQcessary repetition 

P' l iminate w o r d y or e m p t y phrases a n d imnecessary r e p e t i t i o n to m a k e 
tl io I b l l o w i n g sentences concise. 

EXAMPLE 1 
The 

T h e t r u t h i s t h a t t h s t i s i c o f t h e r a i n y s eason i n H a w a i i i s 
.A 

f r o m t h e ; n a n t h s f N o v e m b e r t o t h e i r . c r . t h c f M a r c h . 

1 . C h a r l o t t e P e r k i n s O i l m a n w a s f i r s t a n d foremost k n o w n as a 
w o m a n w h o w a s a c h a m p i o n o f women 's r i g h t s . 

2. She w a s b o r n o n t h e d a t e J u l y 3, 1860, i n t h e c i t y o f H a r t f o r d , 
w h i c h is i n t h e s t a t e o f C o n n e c t i c u t . 

3. O i l m a n ' s " T h e Y e l l o w W a l l p a p e r , " a nove l l a a b o u t t h e h o l y m a t r i 
m o n y o f m a r r i a g e a n d a s ta te o f madness , s t i l l speaks t o c o n t e m 
p o r a r y readers i n t h i s p r e s e n t day a n d age. 

4. T h e l e a d i n g f emale h e r o i n e i n O i l m a n ' s s t o r y is d iagnosed b y h e r 
p h y s i c i a n h u s b a n d as h a v i n g a n i l lness t h a t is m e n t a l i n o r i g i n . 

5. O i l m a n w r o t e a n d p u b l i s h e d h e r book Women and Economics i n 
t h e y e a r 1898 a n d t h e n p u b l i s h e d h e r book Concerning Children 
i n t h e y e a r 1900. 

Editing roundabout sentences 

I ' l l i m i n a t e e x p l e t i v e c o n s t r u c t i o n s l i k e there is, there are, a n d it is, r e 
place the s t a t i c v e r b s be a n d have w i t h a c t i ve v e r b s , a n d b e w a r e o f 
o v e r u s i n g n o u n s d e r i v e d f r o m verbs . 

The 
> T h c r s a r c s t y l i s t i c s i m i l a r i t i e s b e t w e e n " T h i s L i m e - T r e e 

indicate 
B o w e r " a n d " T i n t e r n A b b e y / " v . -h i ch a r c i n d i c a t i o n s g f t h ^ 

A 

influenced 
i n f l u s n e s t h a t C o l e r i d g e h a i ^ W o r d s w o r t h . 

> T h e f i l m JFK, v . ' h i s h " ' a s d i r e c t e d b y O l i v e r S t o n e , r e v i v e d 

i n t e r e s t i n t h e c o n s p i r a c y t h e o r y . 

O f t e n , y o u c a n reduce phrases to s ingle w o r d s . 

> O l i v e r S tone ' s film JFK r e v i v e d i n t e r e s t i n t h e c o n s p i r a c y 

theory . 

Y o u can combine s h o r t , r e p e t i t i v e sentences. 

because of a cold front from Canada, the meteorologist on Channel 7 is predicting 
>- A. m a j o r s t o r m i s c K p s c t s d i n the w e s t e r n p a r t o f the s t a t e / , 

A „ „ i j f^,— 4- : ^ t n.^„„A„ TU^ -.^^t^^^-^^^^i^^ ,— 

with 
^ h i g h w i n d s a n d h e a v y r a i n . 

Exercise30^2 Writing straightforward sentences 

U s e t h e t e c h n i q u e s descr ibed i n t h i s c h a p t e r to m a k e each o f t h e f o l 
l o w i n g passages i n t o a s ing le concise sentence. 

EXAMPLE 

T h e p l a y o p e n e d o n O c t o b e r 1. T h e r e w e r e m a n y r e v i e w s i n 
w h i c h c r i t i c s g a v e i t a p a n . T h e p u b l i c l o a t h e d i t t o o , w h i c h 
i s w h y i t c l o s e d a f t e r a r u n o f less t h a n t w o w e e k s . 

The play opened on October 1, but critics panned it, the public loathed 
It, and it closed after a run of less than two weeks. 

1 . T h e r e are m a n y concerns t h a t e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s have a b o u t 
w h e t h e r g e n e t i c a l l y m o d i f i e d food produc ts are abso lu te ly safe 
for t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . 
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IDENTIFY AND EDIT 
Wordy Sentences 

To r^oke your v/riling concise, ask yourself these qoestions 
as you edit your writing: 

repetitions? 
, More . 

attend college. 

Total college enrollments have increased steadily «pwffl^ 
the m O s . but since the 1970s women have enrolled 

in greater numbers than men hare. 

Colleee report 

applications from women pceed those from m e n / Shis : • 

p , , , , , ^ , , , , , ^ ^ ; ^ w i l l continue to outnumber 

men i n college. 

0 3 Do any sentences incMe there is or there ore, or it is expressions; weoJc 
verlbs; or nouns derived from verbs? ^ 

'menoutnutnberectviotrten in^cbWegeby^ fr 
I n 1970, t l i^ i - T/ere more than 1.5 millioiK 

reflects 
• This trend is-errefiee' 8f broad changes i n gender roles 

throughout American society. 

2. Soybeans t h a t are g e n e t i c a l l y eng ineered are v e r y r e s i s t a n t to 
c e r t a i n a r t i f i c i a l l y m a d e herb ic ides . These beans are also v e r y 
r e s i s t a n t to c e r t a i n a r t i f i c i a l l y m a d e insect i c ides . 

3. These soybeans, w h i c h are r e s i s t a n t , p e r m i t t h e use o f l a r g e r 
q u a n t i t i e s o f herb i c ides b y f a r m e r s t h a n before. 

4. T h e herb i c ides k i l l s u r r o u n d i n g p l a n t s . T h e y also k i l l insects 
t h a t are n o t cons idered pests, such as t h e M o n a r c h b u t t e r f l y . 
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5. T h e r e are also concerns f r o m consumers about t h e h a n d l i n g o f 
g e n e t i c a l l y m o d i f i e d soy crops. One o f these concerns is t h a t t h e 
g e n e t i c a l l y m o d i f i e d soy crops are n o t segregated f r o m soy crops 
t h a t have n o t been g e n e t i c a l l y m o d i f i e d . ^ 

Exercise 30.3 Chapter review: Revising wordy sentences 

U s e t h e tec l in iques described i n t h i s chapter to m a k e t h e f o l l o w i n g pas 
sage concise. 

I n t h i s d a y a n d age, people d e f i n i t e l y s h o u l d t a k e p r e v e n 
t i v e p r e c a u t i o n s to p r e v e n t i d e n t i t y t h e f t f r o m h a p p e n i n g to 
t h e m . I d e n t i t y th ieves h a v e t h e a b i l i t y to use someone else's 
p e r s o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n to c o m m i t f r a u d or t h e f t , such as open
i n g a f r a u d u l e n t c r e d i t c a r d account . I d e n t i t y t h i e v e s also 
h a v e t h e c a p a c i t y to create c o u n t e r f e i t checks. T h i s t y p e o f 
t h e f t is o f ten done i n such a clever m a n n e r t h a t o f ten t h e v i c 
t i m o f i d e n t i t y t h e f t never real izes t h a t h i s or h e r i d e n t i t y has 
been sto len. People whose i d e n t i t y has been s to len s h o u l d first 
a n d f oremost contact t h e Federa l T r a d e C o m m i s s i o n ( F T C ) for 
t h e purpose o f d i s p u t i n g f r a u d u l e n t charges. T h e r e is also t h e 
f a c t t h a t people s h o u l d l e a r n h o w t h e y c a n m i n i m i z e t h e 
chance t h a t t h e y w i l l face t h e r i s k of becoming a v i c t i m o f t h i s 
t5rpe o f c r ime . 

Adding Missing Words 

Do n o t o m i t w o r d s t h e reader needs to u n 
d e r s t a n d y o u r sentence. 

Add ing needed v/ords to 
compound structures 

F o r conciseness, w o r d s can s o m e t i m e s be o m i t t e d f r o m c o m p o u n d 
s t r u c t u r e s : His anger is extreme and his behavior [is] violent. B u t do 
n o t l eave o u t p a r t o f a c o m p o u n d s t r u c t u r e un less b o t h p a r t s o f t h e 
c o m p o u n d are t h e same. 


