Speech and Writing

Handout
Lesson 2

The Paragraph
Consists of a number of sentences that develop a single idea called the topic

Length: usually four to eight sentences

Types: introductory paragraph; body paragraph; concluding paragraph

Topic Sentence: 
· Tells about the main topic of the paragraph
· Usually the first sentence, or close to the beginning of the paragraph

· Includes the author’s attitude (likes, dislikes, positive, negative, neutral)

· Controlling idea/argument (main idea about the topic; it often determines the line of thought in the paragraph)

Support sentences: 
specific details, such as facts, examples, pieces of evidence, assumptions or opinions that support, explain, or clarify the main idea.
(Conclusion: final sentence that closes the topic of the paragraph and leads the reader to the next section of the essay.)

