ENGLISH LITERATURE FROM 1890 UNTIL THE 1960S 
Seminar Course Syllabus

Instructor:

János Kenyeres

Office:


Rákóczi út 5., Room 335

Course Description:

A survey of modern English literature focused on some major works to be discussed in class.

Required Readings:


Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) “The Convergence of the Twain”  (1912); Afterwards 
Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889) “God's Grandeur” (1877/1918); “The 


Windhover” (1877/1918)]  
Wilfred Owen (1893-1918) “Futility” (1918/1920), “Anthem for Doomed Youth” 

(1917/1920), “Dulce Et Decorum Est” (1917/1920)

Joseph Conrad (1857-1924), Heart of Darkness (1899/1902)
 
James Joyce (1882-1941), The Dead  (1914)


Virginia Woolf (1882-1941), Mrs Dalloway (1925)
 

William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) “The Second Coming” (1919/20), “Sailing to 
Byzantium” (1926/27)



T.S. Eliot (1888-1965) “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (1918/19)


Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (1932)


Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot (1952/54)


Harold Pinter, The Caretaker (1959)


Dylan Thomas (1914-1953), "Fern Hill" (1946), “And Death Shall Have No 
Dominion” (1951/52), "Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night"

Philip Larkin (1922-1985), "Church Going" (1955), "High Windows" (1974), "Sad 
Steps"

Dates and Deadlines: To be announced in the first class.
In-class Presentations:
· should be about 15-20 minutes

· should be delivered from memory (not read out), using your notes, if necessary.

· should be interesting and thought-provoking

· should include your own ideas

· should be based on research (books/essays/analyses/internet) but not based on one readily accessible source, such as Wikipedia

· should be accompanied by handouts to be given to your peers, indicating your main points, and a bibliography of the works used 

· should place the author and work(s) in a literary context

· may include but should not be primarily focused on biographical facts (the author’s life)
· may be given by using a projector (if available) – please enquire well in advance 
Students sharing a topic should get in touch with each other to discuss the outline of their presentation and the division of the job.
Research Paper
Write a research paper on one of the works indicated in this syllabus. You may also compare your selected work to another one (this second work does not have to be in the syllabus.) You may choose any aspect or perspective and may adopt any critical approach. Your paper should be typed and double spaced and it should be at least 5 FULL pages (60 characters to the line, 28 lines to the page). The paper must have a clear thesis, and must be supported by ideas taken from AT LEAST FIVE DIFFERENT SOURCES (books/essays/analyses; you may use the internet but priority should be given to printed texts). Please identify each of your sources (whether quotations or paraphrased references) in the form of FOOTNOTES, indicating the author, the title, the publisher, the date and place of publication and the relevant page number. At the end of your paper, please provide a list of your sources under the title "Works Cited." (For more information about the style guidelines relating to your paper, please consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers available in the library.) The aggregate amount of the quotes should not exceed one fifth of the length of your essay. 
Please note that PLAGIARISM IS A SERIOUS OFFENCE, which will lead to you automatically  failing the course. It may also involve a disciplinary procedure. On the other hand, using sources AND giving credit to them, in order to contextualize your own thoughts, will only enhance the value of your work. 
Students will be required to hand in a hard copy of their paper in class and send an electronic version to the email address adbenna[at]mikroweb[dot]hu by no later than the due date. The course code and the student’s name should be indicated in the “subject” field of the email.

Quizzes

There will be a total of 4 short pop quizzes in the course of the term, each worth 5% and altogether worth 20% of your total mark. Each quiz will relate to the reading(s) for the session. A quiz may only be taken on the day when assigned. Students absent from class may not write the quiz on a later date.  
Please always read the assigned texts before coming to class, come to class prepared and bring the relevant texts.
Evaluation:

In-class presentation:





30%   

Home essay of at least 5 pages; due date 28 April; 

late submission: -1%/day:





40%

Quizzes:  5% each, total of 4: 




20%

Participation in discussions throughout the term:   


10%









---------









100%
0-49%=1; 50%-59%=2; 60%-69%=3; 70-79%=4; 80-100%=5 
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