SEAS, Autumn term 2008

English Literature from the Restoration to 1890 - seminar

Komáromy Zsolt, adj.
Course Description and Syllabus

This seminar is a survey course complementing the lecture series in the subject, which means that we will be sampling several facets and periods of the literature of these eras (rather than offering a more in-depth analysis of any one of them) by devoting each class to a representative work. The seminars aim to provide students with first-hand experience of various modes and genres, and will be conducted through the open discussion of the assigned texts. Grading is based on a) participation, meaning the weekly readings; failure to read the works assigned for each week counts as absence, of which three are allowed; b) an end-term test based on a number of critical essays on subjects discussed in the seminars (cc. 70 pages of additional reading), OR volunteering students may write a home-essay instead (6-8 pages long, with at least three critical references) on a work featuring on the reading list for the exam. Thus, students wishing to complete this course will be required to do a fair bit of reading (a play, eight poems, and four novels, as well as some critical essays), which will cover a good deal of your preparation for your exam in literary history.

1. Introduction

2. Dryden: Mac Flecknoe
3. Wycherley: The Country Wife
4. Pope: The Rape of the Lock
5. Defoe: Moll Flanders
6. Gray: Elegy written in a country church-yard / Collins: Ode on the Poetical Character 
7. Sterne: A Sentimental Journey
8. [autumn break]

9. Austen: Pride and Prejudice
10. Blake: The Lamb; The Tyger
11. Wordsworth: Tintern Abbey
12. Tennyson: The Lady of Shalott
13. Dickens: Great Expectations
14. in-class test

