SEAS, Autumn term 2008 

Komáromy Zsolt, adj.

Wordsworth – Coleridge: Lyrical Ballads

BBN-ANG – 312.20; Mondays 9:00 – 10:30

Building E, room 315
Course Description and Syllabus

In this course we will be reading poems from the first edition of the Lyrical Ballads, a volume that has been canonized as initiating British Romantic poetry. The focus of our readings will be on generic, stylistic and thematic connections between poems, and we will proceed chronologically in order to be able to reflect on the evolution of the volume’s themes and methods. A group of poems will be assigend for each seminar, of which one or two will be discussed in detail in each class, and one session will be devoted to the discussion of Wordsworth’s Preface to the second edition of the volume. Assessment is based on regular attendance, familiarity with the assigned texts, and an end-term home essay of cca. 7 pages.

If you want to access the assigned texts electronically, these sites are recommended:

- Wordsworth’s Complete Poetical Works: http://www.bartleby.com/145/
- Scholarly electronic edition of the Lyrical Ballads: http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/LB/
1. Registration

2. Introduction: Wordsworth, Coleridge, and the “plan” of the Lyrical Ballads
3. The Rime of the Ancyent Marinere
4. The Rime of the Ancyent Marinere / Lines left Upon a Seat in a Yew Tree …

5. The Old Cumberland Beggar,  a Description

(read also: Old Man Travelling [Animal Tranquillity and Decay, a Sketch]; The Female Vagrant; The Convict; The Foster-Mother's Tale)

6. The Nightingale

7. Lines written at a small distance from my house; Lines written in early spring
(read also: Expostulation and Reply; The Tables Turned; Anecdote for Fathers; We are Seven)
8. [autumn break]

9. Habit and “spontaneous overflow”: reading the Preface

10. The ballad experiment: reading The Thorn

(read also: Goody Blake and Harry Gill)
11. Simon Lee; The Idiot Boy; 
(read also: The last of the Flock; The Mad Mother; The Complaint of a forsaken Indian Woman)
12. Lines written a few miles above Tintern Abbey
13. Lines written a few miles above Tintern Abbey / There was a Boy [1800]

14. Class-in-stock: leftovers, grading / further look at the 1800 edn.: Nutting, Michael
