HANDOUT ELEVEN

General accounts of the distinctiveness of American English

How can we explain the specificity of American English?

1. Linguistic geography


AE arising from regional dialects of BE

2. British archaisms


early settlers preserved features of BE
3. Social history 

undue emphasis on immigration patterns


pidginization


contact languages


frontier life


special varieties

4. Parallel lists


no attempt at explanation 

5. Form-referent typologies


complex relationships between items


gaps


synonymy


polysemy


homonymy


functional analogy

6. Intellectual traditions


intellectual traditions and national characteristics


economy


rationality


straightforwardness


democracy


informality


prudishness

grandiloquence


inventiveness


imaginativeness


action-orientedness


evidence from linguistics and social science

intellectual traditions – social history - national characteristics – national language (AE)
