HANDOUT NINE

Ethnic dialects of American English

1. Hispanic Americans


Cubans


Puerto Ricans


Mexican Americans: Chicano English

2. Chicano English


Phonological properties



Devoicing final consonants


Pronunciation of th


Word-final consonant cluster simplification



Pronouncing check and show


Vowel merger



Stress patterns


Syntactic properties



Double negative



More I use English.
3. Black English Vernacular (BEV)


History of BEV



African slaves from their English-speaking master?



West-African languages



West-African Pidgin English



Carribean creole



Gullah


“Plantation talk”



Black American English



Middle of the 19th century



Big cities in the north: many elements of Black culture



Civil rights movement: Negro, Black, African-American


Phonological properties



r-delition 


l-delition



Consonant cluster simplification



-ing



th



dipthong -> monophtong


Syntactic properties



Double negative



Existential it


Omission of s





Be delition



Habitual be


Invariant be





‘been V-en


Vocabulary



Source of American slang



Black cultural elements



Words of West-African origin

4. Black speaking styles


Rapping


Jiving


Playing the dozens

5. Ebonics debate

