HANDOUT TEN
Style in American English

1. User-related variation vs. use-related variation

Dialects vs. situational styles

2. Factors in communicative situations


Setting


Subject matter


Medium


Audience
3. Setting


Elevated – down-to-earth 

4. Subject matter


Technical language, jargon


Specialized vocabulary

5. Medium


a variety of genres


first and second person pronoun


that-deletion


private verbs


demonstrative pronouns


emphatics


hedges


sentence relatives


sentence-final prepositions


frequent nouns


longer words


lexical variety


attributive adjectives


interactional vs. informational 

6. Audience


social relationship between speaker and hearer


informal (less careful)

neutral (somewhat careful)


formal (very careful)


vocabulary


pronunciation


syntax



informal: ellipsis, topicalization, coordination


formal: subjunctive, subordination, sentence-initial negative adverb

7. The Gettysburg Address

elevated style


length in speech and sentence size



complexity in structure



grandeur in reference



floweriness in vocabulary



short



simple



down-to-earth



to the point

