Cognitive Linguistics
2011/2012 Spring

Time and Place
Wednesdays 8:00-9:30 in RM 30/A

Instructor

Eszter Nucz

E-mail: eszter.nucz@hotmail.com
Office: RM 432

Office hours: By appointment

Course Description

The aim of this course is to give you an introduction to the field of Cognitive Linguistics. Cognitive
Linguistics is often mistakenly thought of as an approach to language analysis only — a general aim of the
course is to illustrate that the field has a lot broader spectrum. The course addresses the how’s and why’s
of human meaning making activities. It covers the most important tools of human conceptualization:
categorization, framing, conceptual metonymies and conceptual metaphors. We will discuss the
relationship between these tools and language and, importantly, we will see the applicability of the

Cognitive Linguistic approach to a variety of cultural phenomena other than language.

Requirements
A midterm and an end-term exam

Please note that you have to write both exams in order to get a grade in the course. Also, regular class
attendance is a must. No more than 3 classes/semester can be missed.

Grading
Midterm test 40%
End-term test 60%
Projected Course Schedule
Date Topic Readings for the day
Feb 15 What is Cognitive Linguistics about? Meaning in LMC,Ch 1
mind, language, and culture (L.1)
Feb 22 Categorization 1: Theories (L2) LMC, Ch 2 (WFDT, Ch 2)
Feb 29 Categorization 2: Cultural Considerations (L3) LMC, Ch 3 (WFDT, Ch 2; PITF, Ch
3)
March 7 Contesting Categories in Culture (L4) LMC, Ch 4 (Gallie, 1956)
March 14 Frames of knowledge (L5) LMC, Ch 5 (Petruck, 1996; WFDT,
Ch 4)
March 21 Frame analysis of culture (L6) LMC, Ch 6 (WEDT, Ch 5, 6)
March 28 | Midterm test The material covered in the course
between Feb 15 and March 21
April 4 Spring Break
April 11 Mappings within frames: Metonymy as a cognitive ; LMC, Ch 7 (Kévecses and Radden,
and a cultural process (L7) 1998)
April 18 Mappings across frames 1: Metaphor as a cognitive ; LMC, Ch 8 (METINTR, Ch 1-2;
process (L&) Grady 1997)
April 25 Mappings across frames 2: Metaphor as a cultural LMC, Ch 8§ -9 (METINTR, Ch 14)
process (L9)
May 2 Overview (L10)




May 9 End-term test All the material covered in the course

May 16
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