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What Even is Linguistics?
Language
A language is a linguistic code, unique to humans. Why? Because it has specific design features, like:
· Displacement: the ability to talk about the past, future, or hypotheticals.
· Productivity: the ability to create entire new sentences that have never been heard before.
A language has several components.
· Phonology: includes the basic sounds (phonemes), so-called suprasegmental elements (stress patterns, tones, intonation), and rules about how phonemes can be combined into morphemes and words.
· Morphology: includes the morphemes and the rules about combining them.
· Syntax: includes the rules for putting together words in phrases and phrases in sentences.
· Semantics: includes the system of meanings – i.e. the rules that specify which sentences are semantically normal and which are not.
· Lexicon (a special component): includes a list of vocabulary items in the language and the information about those vocabulary items.
Communication
So how do we use language? Well, we communicate with it.
· Communication: the transmission of information between a source and a receiver by means of signs.
· Sign: something physical that represents something. It has an exponent, a meaning, and a set of referents.
· Exponent: the physical manifestation of a sign which can be perceived. E.g., a gesture, a facial expression, a smell, a sound etc.
· Meaning: the concept which it evokes in the users – the intension. E.g., the word cat evokes the concept of a small, domesticated, carnivorous mammal.
· Reference: the individual things (referents) in the world to which a sign refers together – the extension.
A sign has three basic kinds: symbolic, iconic, and symptomatic.
· Symbolic: when the exponent of a sign has an arbitrary relationship to the sign’s referents.
· E.g., the colours in traffic lights, most words in a language etc.
· Iconic: when there is a natural resemblance between the exponent and the referents.
· E.g., the silhouette of a man or a woman on a public restroom door, onomatopoeic words (miaow, woof, buzz, dingdong) etc.
· Symptomatic: when the exponent of a sign is mechanically linked to its source in a way that it is a spontaneous reflection of the state of the source.
· E.g., blushing, trembling voice, smoke etc.
And what does this all have to do with linguistics? Linguistic communication is your answer. It is the use of language through different signs, most of which are usually words. The linguistic signs and the rules on how to use them constitute the linguistic code.
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(Varga, 2010, p. 10)
Linguistics
Linguistics is a branch of science that seeks explicit knowledge about language through systematic and objective study. Linguists study the underlying rules of language that native speakers use automatically but cannot consciously explain.
In linguistics, one often talks about the descriptive vs. prescriptive distinction.
· Prescriptive: rules about how language should be used (what you learn in school).
· Descriptive: how language is actually used.
The study of linguistics has two main branches (which sometimes intertwine), theoretical linguistics and applied linguistics. Here, we will learn about theoretical linguistics. Theoretical linguistics has several main subbranches (as does applied linguistics).
· Phonology: the study of the phonemes and their combinations in words and morphemes, and it also studies the discrete suprasegmental elements in words and sentences.
· The name of the person: phonologist.
· Morphology: the study of word derivation and word inflection.
· The name of the person: morphologist.
· Syntax: the study of sentence formation.
· The name of the person: syntactician.
· Semantics: the study of the meaning of words and sentences.
· The name of the person: semanticist.
· Lexicology: the study of the lexicon.
· The name of the person: lexicologist.
There are also some other subbranches of theoretical linguistics (in a broader concept).
· Phonetics: the study of the production, physical properties, and perception of the actual sounds realising the phonemes and of the suprasegmental elements of speech.
· It is closely related to phonology.
· The name of the person: phonetician.
· Pragmatics: the study of the ways in which sentences and words obtain different interpretations when uttered in different situations.
· It is closely related to semantics.
· It can be studied both from a theoretical linguistic as well as from an applied linguistic perspective.
· The name of the person: pragmaticist.

Homework
Sections 1.1, 1.3 from Essentials of Linguistics
Things to check
· What is linguistics?
· What is the mental grammar?
· What is the modality of the language?
· What is the mental lexicon?
· What kind of relationship is there between form and meaning? (one word)
· What branches of linguistics does the book mention and what do they examine?
· As the section title says, what about reading and writing?
· What kind of observations do linguists make? What does it mean?
· Why do linguists take a descriptive approach to analyse language?
· What is metalinguistic awareness? What kind of relationship is there between your metalinguistic awareness and your first language (mother tongue) and your metalinguistic awareness and your second language?
· What does the term “ungrammatical” mean?
· What are some tools for language science? List some easy-to-use ones and some more specialised tools.
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