Introduction to Linguistics		Wed 8:30–10:00, R326
BBN–ANG11–132 m		
Phonology
Phonology: an area of theoretical linguistics which deals with the distinctive speech sounds, i.e. the basic sounds (phonemes) which form systems in a particular language. 
Phoneme: an abstract minimal sound unit of a particular language which is capable of distinguishing different words in that language (i.e. they have contrastive properties). They can be realised by the so-called minimal pair technique.
Minimal pair: if replacing one sound by another results in a different word, the two sounds represent different phonemes. When two words are identical in form except for a contrast in one phoneme, occurring in the same position (i.e. they occur in the exact same phonetic environment), the two words are minimal pairs.
[kɪt] – [sɪt]
E.g., fan – van, bet – bat, site – side.
When we talk about transcription in phonology, we ignore all non-distinctive detail and use phonemic transcription, put between slashes: / /. We use as many symbols as there are phonemes.
There are multiple phones in a language that can be grouped into a small number of allophones to realise a phoneme.
Allophone: a positional alternant of a phoneme – they are phonetically similar and are in complementary distribution.
Phonemes vs. allophones: substituting one phoneme for another will result in a word with a different meaning and pronunciation. However, substituting allophones only results in different pronunciation of the same word.
Complementary distribution: two phones appear in mutually exclusive environments.
For example, the phoneme /l/ has two allophones: a clear [l] (in lip, Helen), which occurs before vowels, and a dark [ɫ] (in film, hill).
The properties of an allophone are predictable or redundant because they are conditioned by the environment. They cannot be in contrast; thus, they do not perform a distinctive function and cannot be separate phonemes in the same language.
There are two different approaches in linguistics, etic approach and emic approach.
· Etic approach: deals with all data of a given kind.
· Deals with allophones and phones.
· Emic approach: studies the structuring of data into systemic abstract entities on the basis of their distinctive power in a given language.
· Deals with phonemes.
Now, we will fully turn to phonemes.
Phonemes are decomposed into sets of binary (= having two values) distinctive features. A distinctive feature can be voicing or nasality. Any feature that can distinguish one phoneme from another is a distinctive feature (DF).
Phonemic and allophonic changes can be described by rules. You can see the rule format in (6).
Figure 6
Rule Format
A → B / X ___ Y
= “A becomes B between X and Y”.
Syllables
Syllable: must contain a vowel or a vowel-like sound. You can see the structure of a syllable in (1)
Figure 1
The structure of a syllable.
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A syllable contains an onset (one or more consonants) and a rhyme. Within the rhyme, there is a nucleus and a coda. The nucleus is the loudest part of a syllable, usually filled by a vowel in most languages (but English allows for syllabic consonants in the nucleus).
The onset and the coda are the margins of the syllable, with onset on the left and coda on the right of the nucleus. The margins can be empty, or they may contain one or more consonant phones. A margin with only one phone is called simple, and a margin with two or more phones is called complex.
Open syllable: a syllable with no coda – e.g., see, owe.
Closed syllable: a syllable with a coda – e.g., hat, it.
Onsetless syllable: a syllable with no onset – e.g., owe, it.
Consonant Clusters
Consonant cluster: when there is more than one consonant next to each other – e.g., black, post, twin, flat, stress, spring.
Coarticulation Effects
Regular speech is fast and spontaneous, requiring our speech organs to move from one sound to the next without stopping.
Coarticulation: making one sound almost at the same time as the next sound. There are two well-known coarticulation effects: assimilation and elision.
Assimilation: when two sound segments occur in a sequence and some aspect of one segment is taken or “copied by the other.
I have to go – [hæftə] – we pronounce [hæv] rather as [hæf]
I can go – [aɪkəŋɡoʊ] – we pronounce [kæn] [go] rather as [kæŋgo]
Elision: not pronouncing a sound segment that might be present in the deliberately careful pronunciation of a word in isolation. This occurs mostly in consonant clusters, especially in the coda position.
He must be – [himəsbi] – [t] disappears
We asked him – [wiæstəm] – [k] and [h] disappear ([k] because of a consonant cluster reduction, and [h] because of standard grammatical pronoun weakening)
Normal Speech
Both assimilation and elision occur in normal speech, not due to sloppiness or laziness. Avoiding the regular patterns of assimilation and elision would result in an extremely artificial-sounding talk.


Homework
· ICEL (p. 46) exx. 8, 9
· Which of the following words would be treated as minimal pairs?
· ban, fat, pit, bell, tape, heat, meal, more, pat, tap, pen, chain, vote, bet, far, bun, goat, heel, sane, tale, vet
· What is the difference between an open and a closed syllable?
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