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Morphology
Morphology: the study of how words are put together, the study of word forms.
Word: the smallest separable unit in language, it can stand on its own in an utterance. Content words in English (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs) can do this.
a.	What is your favourite animal?
	Answer: dog (noun)
b.	What did you do during the night?
	Answer: sleep (verb)
c.	What colour is your shirt?
	Answer: brown (adjective)
d.	How did you manage to understand the latest syntax theory we learnt about?
	Answer: slowly (adverb)
Words are syntactically independent, which means that they can occur in different positions within a sentence. However, words are not the smallest meaningful units of a language.
Morpheme: the smallest systematic pairing of both form (sign or sound) and meaning or grammatical function. You can think of them as “pieces”.
E.g., the word dog has only one piece: dog, which refers to a particular type of furry four-legged animal. This word is morphologically simple. However, the word dogs has two pieces combined: dog, which refers to a particular type of furry four-legged animal, and -s, which indicates that there is more than such animal.
Not all combinations of pieces are possible! – We know in our minds which combinations are possible and which are not. We know how to create new words out of existing pieces, and how to understand new words that people use.
There are many ways to distinguish between morphemes.
Free and Bound Morphemes
Free morphemes: they can stand by themselves as single words. E.g., close, window
Bound morphemes: they cannot normally stand alone and they are typically attached to another form. E.g., -dom, -ly
Bound morphemes must attach to another form: the stem. E.g., king (stem) + -dom (bound morpheme)
Lexical and Functional Morphemes
Lexical morphemes: free morphemes which carry the “content” of the messages one conveys. These are the set of nouns, adjectives, and verbs. This is an open class as one can add new lexical morphemes to the language rather easily.
Functional morphemes: free morphemes which have a function, they do not carry the “content”. These are conjunctions, prepositions, articles, pronouns etc. This is a rather closed class.
Derivational and Inflectional Morphemes
Derivational morphemes: bound morphemes which are used to make new words or to make words of different grammatical category from the stem.
E.g., -ful in careful, -less in careless, re- in regroup, mis- in misunderstanding
Inflectional morphemes: bound morphemes which indicate aspects of the grammatical function of a word.
“Jim’s two sisters are really different.
One likes to have fun and is always laughing.
The other liked to read as a child and has always taken things seriously.
One is the loudest person in the house and the other is quieter than a mouse.”
(Yule, 2010, p. 69)
Morphs and Allomorphs
Allomorphs: the forms used to realise morphemes. With them, one can recognise the existence of allomorphs of a particular morpheme.
E.g., the plural morpheme has four allomorphs: /s/ in cats, /əz/ in buses, /z/ in dogs, and a zero-morph in sheep
Roots, Bases, and Affixes
Affixes: bound morphemes which must attach to something, they cannot stand on their own.
Types of affixes: prefix, suffix, circumfix, infix, simultaneous affix.
Base: the thing an affix can attach to.
E.g., librarian → library: base, -ian: affix
Root: the smallest possible base which cannot be divided.
Prefix
Prefix: affix which attaches itself before its base.
E.g., pre- in prerequisite, un- in unfriendly
Suffix
Suffix: affix which follows the base
E.g., -s in dogs, -ly in quickly
Circumfix
Circumfix: affix which attaches around the base.
This type of affix cannot be found in English, but it can be found in many Algonquian languages, like in Meskwaki (spoken in parts of the Midwest of the US and in Northern Mexico).
Figure 1
Circumfix illustrated in Meskwaki language.
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(Oxford, 2020, as cited in Anderson et al., 2022, p. 224)
Infix
Infix: affix which attaches inside the base, in the middle of another morpheme.
This affix exists in Tagalog (spoken in the Philippines).
Figure 2
Infix illustrated in Tagalog language.
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(Anderson et al., 2022, p. 225)
There is also a “secret” English infix used in everyday speech.
E.g., abso-bloody-lutely, un-freaking-believable
Simultaneous affix
Simultaneous affix: affix which takes place at the same time as its base.
This affix appears in sign language or in languages with tones.
In sign languages, this type of affix appears when signing with your second hand or your face). In American Sign Language (ASL), there is a morpheme expressing the continuative aspect (something is happening for a long time). This morpheme is signed with your second hand while signing the verb.
In tonal languages, tonal morphemes can express grammatical functions. English is not a tonal language, but there are pairs of words that have the same root but stress falls elsewhere.
(1)	a.	They used to use récords to recórd music.
	b.	I have a pérmit that permíts me to drive.
	c.	I receive mail at my home áddress, at least when it’s addréssed 	properly.
The Parts of Speech
Derivation vs. Inflection, and Lexical Categories
Derivational morphology: morphology which changes the meaning or category of its base.
Inflectional morphology: morphology which expresses grammatical information appropriate to a word’s category.
Category → Lexical category (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs).
Lexical Categories
Category: a group of words or morphemes which behaves the same way as one another for grammatical purposes. In linguistic analysis, one attempts to make generalisations about where different categories of words or morphemes can occur, and how they can combine with each other.
→ Categories are defined based on their distribution. Distribution: the grammatical contexts in which words or morphemes are used.
Parts of speech: word classes, like “noun” and “verb”.
Figure 3
A sentence illustrating the parts of speech.
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(Yule, 2010, p. 82.)
Nouns: words used to refer to people, objects, creatures, places, qualities, phenomena, and abstract ideas.
· Syntactic tests for nouns in English:
· Can follow a determiner
· E.g., an event, the proposal
· Can be modified by adjectives
· E.g., a happy event, the new proposal
· Can be the subject or object of a verb
· E.g., Events occurred, We made proposals
· Can be replaced by a pronoun
· E.g., Events occurred → They occurred
· Morphological tests for nouns in English:
· Have singular and plural forms
· E.g., books, children
Verbs: words used to refer to various kinds of actions and states, involving people and things in events.
· Syntactic tests for verbs in English:
· Can combine with auxiliary verbs
· E.g., can remain, will know, have thought, be kicking
· Can follow the infinitive marker to
· E.g., to think, to hike
· Can take an object (without a preposition)
· E.g., kick the bucket
· Morphological tests for verbs in English:
· Have a third person singular present tense form with -s
· E.g., he/she/it thinks
· Have a past tense form
· E.g., kicked, thought
· Have a perfect/passive form
· E.g., has thought, kicked, eaten
· Have a progressive form
· E.g., thinking, kicking, going
Adjectives: words used typically with nouns to provide more information about the things referred to.
· Syntactic tests for adjectives in English:
· Modify nouns (occur between a determined and a noun)
· E.g., a happy event, the new thought
· Can be modified by very (and by many other adverbs)
· E.g., very happy, very new
· Morphological tests for adjectives in English:
· Can often by suffixed by -ish
· E.g., happy-ish, new-ish
· May have comparative and superlative forms
· E.g., happier, the happiest
Adverbs: words used typically with verbs to provide more information about actions, states, and events. They may also be used with adjectives to modify information about things.
· Syntactic tests for adverbs in English
· Modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs (but not nouns).
· Cannot appear alone between a determiner and a noun.
· Can be modified by very (and by many other adjectives).
· Morphological tests for adverbs in English:
· Many end in -ly
· E.g., quickly, readily
Articles: words used with nouns to form noun phrases classifying them as those “things” or identifying them as already known.
Pronouns: words used in place of noun phrases, typically referring to people and things already known.
Prepositions: words used with nouns in phrases providing information about time, place, and other connections involving actions and things.
Conjunctions: words used to make connections and indicate relationships between events.
Word Formation Processes
Etymology: the study of the origin and history of a word.
Word formation processes: how words are formed.
Coinage: the invention of a totally new lexical item.
· Trade names for commercial products: granola, vaseline, Teflon
· Names based on the name of a person or a place (eponyms): hoover, jeans, volt, watt
Borrowing: taking over words from other languages.
· English borrowing from other languages: croissant (French), piano (Italian), pretzel (German), sofa (Arabic), tattoo (Tahitian)
· Other languages borrowing from English: sport, klub, futbal (Hungarian), le stress, le whisky, le weekend (French)
· Loan-translation (calque): a direct translation of the elements of a word into the borrowing language.
· E.g., sky-scraper is wolkenkrabber (Dutch), Wolkenkratzer (German), gratte-ciel (French), felhőkarcoló (Hungarian)
Compounding: joining two separate words into a single form.
· bookcase, fingerprint, textbook, good-looking, fast-food-restaurant
Blending: the combination of two separate forms to produce a single new term.
· smoke + fog = smog
· breakfast + lunch = brunch
· motor + hotel = motel
· Spanish + English = Spanglish
· Hungarian + English = Hunglish
Clipping: the reduction of a word of more than one syllable to a shorter form.
· ad from advertisement
· flu from influenza
· Al, Ed, Liz from Alan, Edward, Lizzie
· Hypocorisms: a longer word is reduced to a single syllable, then -y or -ie is added to the end (typically in British and Australian English)
· E.g., movie (moving pictures), telly (television), Aussie (Australian), brekky (breakfast)
Backformation: a word of one type is reduced to form a word of another type (usually noun → verb).
· television (noun) → to televise (verb)
· donation (noun) → to donate (verb)
Conversion: a change in the function of a word. Also called category change or functional shift.
· Nouns → verbs
· bottle, butter, chair → to bottle, to butter, to chair
· Verbs → nouns
· to guess, to spy, to must → a guess, a spy, a must
· Phrasal verbs → nouns
· to take over → a takeover
· Complex verb combination → noun
· want to be → a wannabe
· Verbs → adjectives
· stand up, see through → stand-up (comedian), see-through (material)
· Adjectives → verbs
· dirty (floor), empty (room) → to dirty, to empty
· Compound nouns assumed to have adjectival or verbal functions
· to carpool, to microwave
· up, down
· E.g., They will up the price of gas, We downed a couple beers last night
Acronyms: new words formed from the initial letters of a set of other words.
· CD (“compact disc”), NATO (“North-Atlantic Treaty Organisation”), radar (“radio detecting and ranging”), WAR (“women against rape”), ATM (“automatic teller machine”)
Infixes: incorporating an affix into another word.
· Absogoddamnlutely!, Hallebloodylujah!, Singabloodypore!
Please note that infixation is primarily an affixation process rather than a word formation process.


Homework
· Find English words that have more than two pieces (morphemes) in them
· Find words from your own language that have more than two morphemes in them! segment them and tell me what they mean.
· List me some examples for
· roots
· bases
· prefixes
· suffixes
· Read the following from ICEL as a recap
· 5.1 Words
· 5.2 Morphemes
· Write down all the definitions you can find in the assigned reading.
· Give a bracketed representation of the following words: unfriendliness, unexpectedly, disagreements, carelessness.
· Can you identify the word-formation processes involved in the following sentences?
· Don’t you ever worry that you might get AIDS?
· Do you have some Kleenex?
· Unfuckingbelievable.
· Remember that crazy guy from Latin? He still parties every Saturday.
· I’ve got some new bookshelves from my partner.
· Suzanne can’t make it today, she has to take her cat to the vet.
· My uncle is going to be such a great father – he used to babysit me when I was 5.
· Find out what “initialisms” are and jot down a couple examples.
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