INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS
Course code:	BBN–ANG11–132 m
Course type:	seminar (G)
Credit:		3
Time:		Autumn term, 2026
Wednesday 8:30–10:00
Place:		room 326 (R326)
Host: 		Department of English Linguistics (DELG)
Instructor: 	Viktória Pesti, external lecturer
Email: 		pestiv1015@gmail.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This introductory course is designed to get you acquainted with the basics of linguistics, which is something you will actively use throughout your BA and OTAK studies. The course will include learning about phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and a little bit of pragmatics, language variation and change, and historical linguistics.
The syllabus and course materials will be available on the Course Materials website of SEAS under my name. (http://seas.elte.hu/coursematerial/PestiViktoria/index.html)
Compulsory readings are selected from the following books:
· Anderson, C., Bjorkman, B., Denis, D., Doner, J., Grant, M., Sanders, N., & Taniguchi, A. (2022). Essentials of linguistics (2nd ed.). eCampusOntario.
· Nádasdy, Á. (2003). Practice book in English phonetics and phonology. Nemzeti Tankönyvkiadó.
· Nádasdy, Á. (2006). Background to English pronunciation. Nemzeti Tankönyvkiadó.
· Varga, L. (2010). Introduction to English linguistics: A Companion to the Seminar. Eötvös Loránd University.
· Yule, G. (2010). The study of language (4th ed.). Cambridge University Press.

REQUIREMENTS AND ASSESSMENT
You will be expected to read the assigned readings and submit homework on a weekly basis. Class participation is encouraged.
Your final grades will be determined based on the following criteria:
· Midterm test: 40%
· End-term test: 40%
· Home assignments and class participation: 20%
Grading scale per test:
45 – 50 (90% – 100%) = 5 
38 – 44 (76% – 89%) = 4 
32 – 37 (63% – 75%) = 3
25 – 31 (50% – 62%) = 2
0 – 24 (0% – 49%) = 1
Grading scale of both tests:
90% – 100% = 5
76% – 89% = 4
63% – 75% = 3
50% – 62% = 2
0% – 49% = 1

ATTENDANCE
Since this is a seminar, regular attendance is necessary. As per university regulations, a maximum of three absences can be tolerated.

WEEKLY SYLLABUS
(Please note that the syllabus is subject to change. You will be notified immediately through Neptun message if the syllabus changes.)
9 September 2026
Introduction, course information
What is linguistics?
Phonetics
16 September 2026
Phonetics
Phonology
23 September 2026
Phonology
30 September 2026
Phonology
Morphology
7 October 2026
Morphology
14 October 2026
Midterm test (’45)
Syntax
21 October 2026
CANCELLED
26 October 2026 – 31 October 2026
Autumn break
4 November
Syntax
Semantics
11 November
Semantics
Pragmatics
18 November 2026
Language variation
Language change
25 November 2026
Historical linguistics
2 December 2026
End-term test
9 December 2026
Individual evaluation
Q&A session if necessary

