Homework tasks
Linguistics
What is linguistics?
Linguistics is the scientific study of human language.
What is the mental grammar?
It is a shared system that allows speakers to understand each other’s ideas through language.
What is the modality of the language?
A language can be spoken, which is when language users use sounds to communicate and perceive sounds to receive sounds, or signed, which is when a language user makes signs to communicate and receive signs by sight or touch.
What is the mental lexicon?
A “dictionary in the mind”, which stores forms (the combination of signs or sounds or written symbols) and meaning.
What kind of relationship is there between form and meaning? (one word)
Arbitrary.
What branches of linguistics does the book mention and what do they examine?
Phonology, which examines information about the physical units of language and how those can be combined and how those can change in different contexts. Morphology, which examines combinations of meaningful pieces inside words. Syntax, which examines how words can or cannot be combined to make phrases and sentences. Semantics, which examines the meaning of words, phrases, and sentences. Pragmatics, which examines meaning in different contexts.
As the section title says, what about reading and writing?
Because the ability to read and write are not essentials for having a mental grammar, as children pick up their mother tongue’s phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics before they even start going to school. Furthermore, not every human language has a reading and writing systems, or do not have access to one, so these skills are secondary parts of the mental grammar.
What kind of observations do linguists make? What does it mean?
Empirical observations, which means that they observe data of no value judgements to find evidence for their theories. 
Why do linguists take a descriptive approach to analyse language?
Because they observe how people use language without explicitly instructing them how they should or should not use language.
What is metalinguistic awareness? What kind of relationship is there between your metalinguistic awareness and your first language (mother tongue) and your metalinguistic awareness and your second language?
Metalinguistic awareness is the conscious knowledge about grammar of a language that one was explicitly taught, thus the relationship between a learned language and metalinguistic awareness is stronger. The relationship between one’s mother tongue and metalinguistic awareness is weaker, as one’s mother tongue is rather acquired (“picked up”) than taught.
What does the term “ungrammatical” mean?
Ungrammatical means that something cannot exist in a particular language, that the mental grammar of that particular language does not generate a certain phenomenon.
What are some tools for language science? List some easy-to-use ones and some more specialised tools.
Easy-to-use tools: surveys, interviews, corpuses.
More specialised tools: Praat, ELAN, SLP-Annotator, experiments, neural imaging, eye tracking, time measurements.
Phonetics
What are the limitations of the consonant chart?
The English consonant chart does not contain all sounds produced by the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). Furthermore, it does not contain all the variants of “r” sounds and the alternatives for certain symbols.
When does a glottal stop occur? Can you list some words in which a glottal stop occurs?
A glottal stop occurs when the vocal folds are briefly closed completely and released. It can occur in words like uh-oh, potter, Scotland, British.
What is flapping? Can you list some words in which flapping occurs?
Flapping occurs when the tip of the tongue is tapping the alveolar ridge briefly. It can occur in words like butter, latter, ladder, Plato.
ICEL ex. 2 – Which English words are pronounced as transcribed here?
Mice, ship, the, who, eight, back, bought, boat, out, joy, ethnographic, inconceivable
ICEL ex. 3 – Which of the following words end with voiceless consonants and which end with voiced ones?
Words ending with voiceless consonants: touch, lip, lathe, sit, use
Words ending with voiced consonants: pig, maze, use
ICEL ex. 4 – Why do English speakers say [gʊd ˈbɔːdɪg] instead of [gʊd ˈmɔːnɪŋ] when they have a cold?
Because when a speaker’s nose is stuffed due to the cold, they cannot produce nasal sounds, so the sounds produced will be their oral equivalents.
Phonology
ICEL ex. 8 – How many syllables are there in the word rain? Why?
One, because the word contains only one vowel (the diphthong /ei/.
ICEL ex. 9 – Transcribe the pronunciation of the English word pill, lip, help, ten phonetically and phonemically.
pill: /pɪl/ – [pʰɪɫ]
lip: /lɪp/ – [lɪp]
help: /help/ – [heɫp]
ten: /ten/ – [tʰen]
Which of the following words would be treated as minimal pairs? ban, fat, pit, bell, tape, heat, meal, more, pat, tap, pen, chain, vote, bet, far, bun, goat, heel, sane, tale, vet
fat – pat, meal – heel, chain – sane, vote – goat, bet – vet, ban – bun, pit – pat, tape – tap, vote – vet, tape – tale, heat – heel, bet – bell
What is the difference between an open and a closed syllable?
An open syllable has no coda whereas a closed syllable has one.
Morphology
Find English words that have more than two pieces (morphemes) in them.
Dogs, advertisement, notebook, words, impolite, carelessness, disadvantages.
Find words from your own language that have more than two morphemes in them! segment them and tell me what they mean.
barátságokról – about friendships
barát: friend (root noun)
-ság: -ship (derivational suffix) – barátság: friendship
-ok: plural, inflectional suffix – barátságok: friendships
-ról: about (inflectional suffix)
megírhatatlan – unwritable, impossible to write
meg-: verbal prefix
ír: write (root verb) – megír: to write something
-hat: “can” (derivational suffix, potentiality) – megírhat: to potentially write something
-atlan: un- (derivational suffix)
List me some examples for: roots, bases, prefixes, suffixes.
Root: dog, cat, walk, sad
Base: teach (for teacher), edit (for editor), agree (for disagree)
Prefix: un-, dis-, re-
Suffix: -s, -able, -er, -ness, -ed, -ing
Read the following from ICEL as a recap: 5.1 Words, 5.2 Morphemes. Write down all the definitions you can find in the assigned reading.
Word: vocabulary item, different inflected forms.
Lexeme: a unit of the lexicon, the uninflected abstract form.
Syntactic word: the inflected variant of a lexeme.
Inflection: varying the shape of a lexeme so that it fits into the grammatical context of the given phrase or sentence.
Paradigm: the whole set of inflected variants of a lexeme.
Orthographic word: the set of graphic symbols with a space on either side and no space within.
Token: the particular instances of syntactic words.
Syntactic categories: word classes, parts of speech.
Content words: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions.
Function words: conjunctions, pronouns, auxiliaries.
Morpheme: the smallest meaningful unit of a language which cannot be further divided without losing its meaning.
Morph: the physical realisation of a morpheme.
Allomorph: the positional alternant of a morpheme.
Free morpheme: a morpheme which can occur by itself.
Bound morpheme: a morpheme which must be attached to other morphemes.
Suffix: affix which follows the stem.
Prefix: affix which precedes the stem.
Stem: the part of a word which remains if the suffix or prefix (that entered the word last) is removed.
Root: the absolute stem which remains when all the affixes are removed.
Give a bracketed representation of the following words: unfriendliness, unexpectedly, disagreements, carelessness.
unfriendliness - [un[friend]ly]ness]
unexpectedly - [un[expect]ed]ly]
disagreements - [dis[agree]ment]s]
carelessness - [care]less]ness]
Can you identify the word-formation processes involved in the following sentences?
Don’t you ever worry that you might get AIDS? – acronym
Do you have some Kleenex? – coinage
Unfuckingbelievable. – infixation
Remember that crazy guy from Latin? He still parties every Saturday. – conversion
I’ve got some new bookshelves from my partner. – compounding
Suzanne can’t make it today, she has to take her cat to the vet. – clipping
My uncle is going to be such a great father – he used to babysit me when I was 5. – conversion
Find out what “initialisms” are and jot down a couple examples.
Initialisms are acronyms which are pronounced letter-by-letter (and not as whole words). Examples are: FBI, ATM, HTML.


Tasks from class
Identify whether the final consonant is oral or nasal: tab, ram, sign, side, ring, rig.
Oral: tab, side, rig
Nasal: ram, sign, ring
Determine whether the first consonant is voiced or voiceless: think, goat, shoe, vet, cat, zoo.
Voiced: goat, vet, zoo
Voiceless: think, shoe, cat
Match the underlined consonant sounds to their place of articulation (PoA) and manner of articulation (MoA): bang, mat, there, help, fat, church, dip.
ng: [ŋ] – velar, nasal
m: [m] – bilabial, nasal
th: [ð] – dental, fricative
h: [h] – glottal, fricative
f: [f] – labiodental, fricative
ch: [tʃ] – palatoalveolar, affricate
d: [d] – alveolar, plosive
Match the articulatory description to its IPA symbol.
Voiceless alveolar fricative: [s]
Voiced bilabial plosive: [b]
Voiceless palatoalveolar affricate: [tʃ]
Voiced labiodental fricative: [v]
Voiceless velar fricative: [k]
Identify whether the vowel is front, central, or back: beef, book, blood, bob, bed, bird.
Front: beef /i:/, bed /e/
Central: blood /ʌ/, bird /ɜː/
Back: book /ʊ/, bob /ɒ/
Identify whether the vowel is a simple vowel or a diphthong: make, bid, noise, bad, home, support.
Simple vowel: bid /ɪ/, bad /æ/, support /ə/ and /ɔː/
Diphthong: make /eɪ/, noise /ɔɪ/, home /əʊ/
Match the articulatory description to its IPA symbol.
High, back, rounded, simple: /u:/ or /ʊ/
Low, front, unrounded, simple: /æ/
High, front, unrounded, simple: /i:/ or /ɪ/
Mid, central, unrounded, simple: /ə/ or /ɜː/
Determine whether these are minimal pairs:
knight – night: no, because the pronunciation is the same
cell – sell: no, because the pronunciation is the same
thin – thing: yes, the only difference is between /n/ and /ŋ/
cat – catch: yes, the only difference is between /t/ and /tʃ]
side – side: yes, the only difference is between /t/ and /d/
Put a + or – sign at a sound’s distinctive feature. (Note: I only put the + signs in so that you can see it better.)
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Define the environment for the English plural suffix with the help of the following words: cats [s], tops [s], dogs [z], crabs [z].
The suffix becomes voiceless ([s]) after a voiceless consonant: cat, top.
The suffix becomes voiced ([z]) after a voiced consonant: dog, crab.
Draw the syllable trees for the following words: hat, owe, it, see.
hat:
onset: h
nucleus: a
coda: t
owe:
onset: 
nucleus: owe
coda: 
it:
onset: 
nucleus: i
coda: t
see:
onset: s
nucleus: ee
coda: 
Are the syllables simple or complex? Both the onset and the coda.
see: simple, empty
twin: complex, simple
spring: complex, simple
eat: empty, simple
Draw slashes between the morphemes for the following words: cats, categories, unfriendly, expected, disagree, careless.
cat/s, categori/es, un/friend/ly, expect/ed, dis/agree, care/less
Give a bracketed representation of the words from the previous exercise.
[cat]s], [categori]es], [un[friend]ly]], [expect]ed], [dis[agree]], [care]less]
Find the root in the following words: disagreements, reconstructions, unbelievable, carelessness, decentralisations.
disagreements:
take away -s – base: disagreement
take away -ment – base: disagree
take away dis- – base: agree = ROOT
reconstructions:
take away -s – base: reconstruction
take away -ion – base: reconstruct
take away re- – base: construct = ROOT
unbelievable:
take away un- – base: believable
take away -able – base: believe = ROOT
carelessness:
take away -ness – base: careless
take away -less – base: care = ROOT
decentralisations:
take away -s – base: decentralisation
take away -ation – base: decentralise
take away de- – base: centralise
take away -ise – base: central
take away -al – base: centre = ROOT
Guess the word category.
The two glorpes blarfed very loudly.
the: article – two: noun – glorpes: noun (clue: plural suffix, before a verb) – blarfed: verb (clue: past tense suffix, after a noun) – very: adverb – loudly: adverb
The woggles ugged a diggle.
the: article – woggles: noun (clue: plural suffix, before a verb) – ugged: verb (clue: past tense suffix, after a noun) – a: article – diggle: noun (clue: after a verb as an object)
Guess the correct word-formation process.
vlog: blending (video + blog)
sushi: borrowing (from Japanese)
fridge: clipping (from refrigerator)
to email: conversion (from email)
NASA: acronym
wallpaper: compounding (wall + paper)
edit: backformation (from editor)
chillax: blending (from chill + relax)
flea market: loan-translation (from French: marché aux puces)
Aspirin: coinage
comfy: clipping/hypocorism (from comfortable)
gym: clipping (from gymnasium)
a run: conversion (from run)
spork: blending (spoon + fork)
FBI: initialism
opt: backformation (from option)
kindergarten: borrowing (from German – it’s also compounding in German)
SCUBA: acronym
