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Introduction to Songs of Experience (1794)

Language has become elusive, difficult: subordinated clauses without links defining the nature of subordination

Piper is replaced with the bard: history appears now for the first time (the temporal and spatial references have become concrete in the poem) Experience is concerned with the anguish of man imprisoned in time and in space (society+body) 

Holy Word=God (Logos, the creative word of God in Genesis 1)

The text is built on references to the Biblical story of the Fall of man: distinction between good and evil (Innocence is a pre-rational, pre-moral form of existence). 

The Earth (the human Soul) is addressed by the bard (or the Holy Word) and asked not to turn away from the light (God) any longer...Ambiguity: the Earth is compelled by the laws of Nature to turn away from the Sun...the laws of Nature have been created by God

Protest against imprisonment of man in history, in nature, in society

Gnostic inclinations: (A complex religious movement which in its Christian form came into prominence in the 2nd c. A.D.) "Thinking as I do that the Creator of this World is a very cruel being ( being a worshipper of Christ, I cannot help saying: "the Son, O how unlike the Father!"(A Vision of the Last Judgment, 1810)
 

The Lamb  (Songs of Innocence)     

Simplicity in language and setting (vales), joyful song...Raises, however, one of the central questions of theology: what is the Creator like? 

2nd stanza: the Creator is identified with Jesus who is compassion, love, sympathy, and who is one with man, child, lamb: in Innocence all creatures are totally united with the creative energy which is called love (Jesus)



The Tyger (Songs of Experience)

Creation myth

A series of questions without answer (Experience is ignorance). The questions are all concerned with the mystery of the figure of the Creator

What is the source of the creative energy: distant deeps (Hell--Satanic, demonic power) or skies (Heaven--benevolent God)?

Is the Creator of the Lamb the Creator of the tyger as well? (The problem of evil)

Blake’s most important sources emphasise the beauty of the creation or the joy of the creator - here there is no joy 

Genesis

1: 4 And God saw the light, that it was good  (10, 12, 18, 21, 25) 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.

Plato: Timaeus

When the father who had begotten it perceived that the universe was alive and in motion, a shrine for the eternal gods, he was glad, and in his delight planned to make it still more like its pattern…(37d)

…His creation, then, was a blessed god. (34b)

              The Garden of Love
The restrictive attitude of the Anglican Church, of dogmatic, life-denying institutionalised religions (Innocence and Experience are side by side, Innocence is expressed in terms of the freedom of movement, the Chapel (institutionalised religion) separates man from God)

Prophetic books (Ossian): The Book of Thel, The First Book of Urizen, Milton, Jerusalem

"I must Create a System or be enslav's by another Man's.

"I will not reason & Compare: my business is to Create." (Jerusalem, I.10.)

The Marriage of Heaven and Hell 1790-1793

Swedenborg (1688-1772) Heaven and Hell, 1778

September, 1792: Convention declares France a republic

                             Victory at the battle of Valmy - attempted invasion of France by the central European powers halted

Song of Liberty (birth of the son of fire, Orc, rises against the starry king--powers of oppression both spiritual and social--cosmic battle ends in the victory of the “new-born terror:”

…the son of fire in his eastern cloud, while the morning plumes her golden breast,

Spurning the clouds written with curses, stamps the stony law to dust, loosing the eternal horses from the dens of night crying:

"Empire is no more & now the Lion and the Wolf shall cease!"

As a new heaven is begun, and it is now thirty-three years since its advent, the Eternal Hell revives again. And lo! Swedenborg is the Angel sitting at the tomb: his writings are the linen clothes folded up. Now is the dominion of Edom, and the return of Adam into Paradise. See Isaiah XXXIV & XXXV Chap.

...

Without Contraries is no Progression. Attraction and Repulsion, Reason and Energy, Love and Hate, are necessary to Human existence.

.......

PRIVATE 
Proverbs of Hell:

Exuberance is Beauty

Sooner murder an infant in its cradle than nurse unacted desires.

The tigers of wrath are wiser than the horses of instruction

"Everything that lives is holy, life delights in life."

                            **********************

Concept of history: teleology: Beulah (Innocence - Unity)

                                             Ulro (Experience, Generation: separation, division created by social history and exclusive reliance on Reason)

                                            Eternity (Higher state of Innocence, "organised Innocence", New Jerusalem)

Original unity: Albion

Fall into separation:

Urizen   (Reason)              Air                South          stars

Tharmas  (Perception)      Water            West           earth

Urthona                            Earth              North         sun

   Los\Orc\Christ  

         (Imagination)

Luvah    (Love)                 Fire                East            moon

                              ***************************

S, Foster Damon: A Blake Dictionary (First published in 1973)

