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th, and numbered streets that run from
t to west. Broadway, famous for its the-
ts and nightlife, is the only avenue that
cuts diagonally across the island (originally
it was a woodland path used by Indians).
The emblematic New York skyline is
ped by numerous skyscrapers such as
102-storey-high Empire State Building,
artistic Chrysler Building, and the tri-

New York skyline

gular Flatiron Building. The Statue of
ty, modeled on the Colossus of
odes, remains the most enduring sym-
l of New York City and even of the US.
e gift of the French government honor-
g the American conception of political
om was unveiled on October 28,
. 354 steps lead up to the crown of the
-meter high statue, which has become
landmark of New York Harbor. New
regards itself as the cultural center of
US. It houses world-famous museums
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the
most popular tourist site, and the
useum of Modern Art, which boasts of
terpieces by Picasso, Van Gogh,
ondrian, and Monet.

n Francisco, usually associated with
Beat Generation, Jack Kerouac and
Ginsberg, flower power and free
student protests and gay pride, is
of the most charming cities of the US.
city’s growth was initiated by the gold
in the 1850s; today the closeness of
licon Valley ensures its economic
eal. The city lies on a rather steep and
undulating terrain; it boasts the World’s

unit 1

Crookedest Street, and is also famous for
its cable cars. The ultimate icon of San
Francisco, however, is the beautiful
Golden Gate Bridge. It crosses the 3-kilo-
meter mouth of San Francisco Bay, and in
1937, at the time of its completion, it was
the longest suspension bridge in the
world. San Francisco is also gateway to
the escape-proof Alcatraz prison on
Alcatraz Island, once “home” to the infa-
mous Al Capone, among many others.

The first buildings of the town which
have grown to become the glittering Las
Vegas were built by the Mormons in the
1850s. Hardly could they suspect that
within a century this isolated settlement
surrounded by desert was to become the
center of money and gambling. The major
step in this development was the legaliza-
tion of gambling by the state of Nevada in
1931: Fl Rancho, the first casino, was
opened in 1941. The emblematic image of
Vegas is that of “the Strip”, a long line of
hotels and casinos lit by millions of light-
bulbs and neon tubes, Vegas Vic and Sassy
Sal being the two most famous neon
icons. Besides gambling, the town has
another appeal: the dream of thousands of
couples is to get married in the Wedding
Chapel in Las Vegas.

The Golden Gate Bridge

Few visitors to the US miss out on a trip
to the nation’s capital, Washington.
Capitol Hill is the main sightseeing area,
with the Capitol as the epicenter of the
city: Washington’s major avenues intersect
at an imaginary point under the dome. The
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unit 1

Arizona

Wyoming (mostly)
New York state
Los Angeles

7 om0

the words with their definitions.

. going rapidly to a region where gold has just been discovered

. a network of lines forming a pattern of squares

. to uncover something, for example a statue

famous person, like a well known filmstar

shining

. a practice of playing cards or other games for money

. an object that is easily seen and recognized from a longer distance
. a place through which one must go to reach some other place

50 o A O

- the pictures below by using the new vocabulary. Try to guess which region of
y are characteristic of.

e the following passage into English.

Egyesiilt Allamokban a lakossag eloszldsa meglehetdsen egyenlétlen: hatalmas
tlan teriiletek véltakoznak tulzsifolt nagyvarosokkal. Az éghajlat nagyon val-
atos, mindenféle szélséségre talilunk példat ebben az 6ridsi orszagban. New
éldaul a nyarak altaliban nagyon melegek, a telek pedig rettenetesen hidegek.

is gondolnak, hogy New York Napollyal fekszik egy szélességi fokon, a leg-
szakabbra tennék a térképen az amerikai varost. Az orszdg domborzata ugyan-
) viltozatos: termékeny siksdgok, szaraz sivatagok, hatalmas fennsikok, erddvel
hegységek egyarant elfordulnak. Az amerikaiak egyik nemzeti buiszkesége a Yel-

Nemzeti Park. Az 1872-ben alapitott park természeti latvanyokban rendkivil
tobb mint 3000 gejzirrel és melegvizi forrassal dicsekedhet. A lenytigozo td mel-
llatvildga is kilonleges: a kirandulok lathatnak tobbek kozott medvét, 6zet, anti-

holényt, javorszarvast, prérifarkast vagy hiuzt.
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