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Reading Possession
Course Schedule (tentative!)
Week 1

09 Sept

Orientation
Week 2

Ch 1

16 Sept

Neo-Victorian fiction


R. Browning: “The House”
Week 3

Ch 2-4
23 Sept

Byatt: “On Writing Possession”
Week 4

Ch 5-8

30 Sept
 
Frye: „The Mythos of Summer: Romance”
Barthes: “The Death of the Author”
Week 5

Ch 9 -12
07 Oct

Christina Rossetti: “Goblin Market”



Pre-Raphelite Painting
Week 6

Ch 13-14
14 Oct

Tennyson: Maud
Freud: „Female Sexuality”
Week 7

Ch 15-19
21 Oct

Friedrich de la Motte Fouqué: Undine
Autumn Break

Week 8

Reading Week
04 Nov

Week 9
11 Nov

Coleridge: Christabel – in Rm 443!
Week 10
Ch 20-21
18 Nov

Browning: „Mr Sludge, ’The Medium’”
Week 11
Ch 22-25
25 Nov

Linda Hutcheon: „Historiographic Metafiction” / Hyden White: “Interpretation in History”
 Robert Scholes: “The Orgastic Pattern of Fiction”
Week 12
Ch 26- end
2 Dec

Jonthn Culler: “Omniscience”
Week 13
Conclusions
09 Dec

Deadline for home papers
Assessment:
Regular attendance and reading is required. Three absences are allowed, but failure to read the assigned chapters counts as absence. Grades are based on classroom work (attendance, reading and active participation), a presentation (about 15 minutes), and a home essay. The essay should discuss some aspect of Byatt’s work or one of the related texts (poems, narratives, etc.) or theoretical issues (e.g. narratology, intertextuality, etc.) dealt with in class. It should be 6-7 pages long, double spaced, Times New Roman 12 p, with MLA-style citations from at least three critical sources and a Works Cited list.
Recommended reading
Isobel Armstrong, Victorian Poetry: Poetry, Poetics and Politics (London and New York: Routledge, 1993) – “‘A Music of Thine Own’: Women’s poetry – an expressive tradition?” (pp. 318-377)
Roland Barthes: Image, Music, Text: Essays selected and translated by Stephen Heath (London: Fonatan Press, 1977) – “The Death of the Author” (pp. 142-148)
Tamás Bényei, “‘Imperfections and Reflections’: Allegories of Reading the Past in A.S. Byatt’s Possession”, in A tűnődések valósága / The Reality of Ruminations, Írások Sarbu Aladár 70. születésnapjára / Writings for Aladár Sarbu on his 70th birthday, ed. Judit Borbély and Zsolt Czigányik (Budapest: ELTE, 2010), 349-361
A.S. Byatt: On Histories and Stories: Selected Essays (London: Vintage, 2001)
A.S. Byatt: Passions of the Mind: Selected Writings (London: Chatto & Windus, 1991)
A.S. Byatt: Unruly Times: Wordsworth and Coleridge in their Time (London: The Hogarth Press, 1989)
Gillian Beer, Romance, The Critical Idiom 10 (London and New York: Methuen, 1970)
Sabine Coelsch-Foisner and Holger Klein, eds., Private and Public Voices in Victorian Poetry (Tübingen: Stauffenburg Verlag, 2000) – John Woolford: “‘Private Words Addressed to You in Public’: Christina Rossetti and the Question of Communication” (pp. 173-185)
Richard Cronin, Alison Chapman and Antony N. Harrison, eds., A Companion to Victorian Poetry (Blackwell, 2002) – E. Warwick Slinn, “Dramatic Monologue” (80-98)
Jonathan Culler, “Omniscience,” Narrative 12.1 (2004): 22-34
Northrop Frye, Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays (Princeton: Princeton UP, 1957) – “The Mythos of Summer: Romance” (186-206)
Linda Hutcheon, A Poetics of Postmodernism: History, THeory, Fiction (New York and London: Routledge, 1988) – Ch 7: “Historiographic metafiction: the pastime of past time” (pp. 105-123)
Alice Jenkins and Juliet John., eds., Rereading Victorian Fiction (Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave, 2002) – Robin Gilmour, “Using the Victorians: the Victorian Age in Contemporary Fiction” (pp. 189-200)
Andrea Kirchknopf, Rewriting the Victorians: Modes of Literary Engagement with the 19th Century (Jefferson and London: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2013) – Ch 2: “Post-Victorian Fiction and the Literary Scene” (pp. 48-76)
Fiona McCarthy, The Last Pre-Raphaelite: Edward Burne-Jones and the Victorian Imagination (London: Faber and Faber, 2011) 
Robert Scholes: Fabulation and Metafiction (Urbana, Chicago, London: University of Illinois Press, 1980) – “The Orgastic Pattern of Fiction” (26-28)
Richard Todd, A.S. Byatt, Writers and Their Work (Plymouth: Northcote House Publishers with The British Council, 1997)
Richard Todd, Consuming Fictions: The Booker Prize and Fiction in Britain Today (London: Bloomsbury, 1996) 
Hayden White, “Interpretation in History”, New Literary History 4.2 (1973): 281-314
Recommended websites:
A.S. Byatt’s website (www.asbyatt.com)

-- esp.: “Choices:  On the Writing of Possession” (http://www.asbyatt.com/Onherself.aspx)
Cambridge Authors: A. S. Byatt (http://www.english.cam.ac.uk/cambridgeauthors/as-byatt)
The Guardian Book Club – with John Mullan, July 2009 
(http://www.theguardian.com/books/2009/jun/20/possession-as-byatt-book-club)
The Victorian Web (http://www.victorianweb.org/)
