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THE ROMANTICS ON SHAKESPEARE

to hope that he would not have disapproved of it. It is evident,
indeed, by her conduct in the scene which succeeds the
mournful soliloquy, that she is no longer the presumptuous
the determined creature, that she was before the assassiﬁaﬁbg

f'the King: for instance, on the app
behold for the first time striking indications
tenderness and sympathy; and I think this condu
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MACBETH

Behold her now, with wasted form, with wan and haggar

countenance, her starry eyes glazed with the ever-burning fever

of remorse, and on their lids the shadows of death. Her ever-

restless spirit wanders in troubled dreams about her dismal
spartment; and, whether waking or asleep, the smell of innocent
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blood incessantly haunts her imagination:

Here’s the smell of the blood sull. :
All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten
This little hand
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beld Macbeth, in expressing the same
W ne’s ocean wash the
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And how approprately either sex illustrates the same ideal
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During this appalling scene, which, to my sense, is the
most so of them all, the wretched creature, in imagination,
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viously accelerated her untimely end;
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1ave now to account ¢
1 have, a few lines back, ascribed to Macbeth; and I am not
quite without hope that the following o
me out in my opinion. Please to observe, that he {I mu

think pusilianimously, when I compare his conduct to her

w
&

forbearance,) has been continually pouring out his miseries

to his wife. His heart has therefore been eased, from time
to time, by unloading its weight of woe; while she, on the
contrary, has perseveringly endured in silence the uttermost

anguish of 2 wounded spirit.

The grief that does not speak

Whispers the o’erfraught heart, and bids it break.

Her feminine nature, her delicate structure, it is too evident,
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