Suggested essay topics

NB: These are just a few possibilities, offered as starting points for further thinking and elaboration.  You may choose one of these and work with it, or you may devise an entirely different title in line with your research interests.

· Falstaff in 18th-century criticism 

 

· Romantic actresses: Sarah Siddons and Mary Robinson

 

· Garrick and Kean (a comparison)

 

·  Romantic Hamlets 

 

· Shakespearean presences in Coleridge's The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
 

· Browning's "prequel" to the Tempest: "Caliban upon Setebos"

 

· (Shakespearean) Theatre in Jane  Austen's Mansfield Park 

 

· The figure of Titania in works by romantic women writers (Robinson, Radcliffe, Lamb)

 

·  Influence or Appropriation? A case study 

 

· Lady Macbeth then and now (a comparison of Sarah Siddons's performance with a contemporary film/stage version)

 

· Shakespeare and King Lear in The Madness of King George / in Alan Bennett's  play The Madness of George III
·  Shakespeare in Love: Oscar Wilde's "The Portrait of Mr. W. H."

 

· Shakespeare (and his sister) in Virginia Woolf's  A Room of One's Own 

