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Ll OR L2?
Benefits of using L2 (long-term, usually not obvious to students)

- Practical

· Basic CLT: "learning something by doing/using it for a real purpose".

· Modelling/previewing correct forms/pronunciation etc., 
· Modelling speech acts ... requests, commands, comments etc.

· Modelling pragmatic appropriacy (politeness, formality, authority etc).

· Listening Practice - guessing/predicting, tolerance of ambiguity.
- Psychological (the most important … and the most difficult!)

· SS get used to English as "real tool" (not just "a school subject").
Problems using L2 (mainly short-term, usually obvious to students)

- Practical

· Difficult/tiring to transmit complex messages in L2.
· Inefficient to spend time on complicated instructions, explanations etc.
· Relative efficiency/clarity of L1.
- Psychological

· T: “Am I a good enough model?” “Is it worth the effort?”
· T:  “I need a good relationship with the class - much easier in L1!”

· Ss: “Is it worth the effort? ... Do I care? … Am I prepared to try?” 

· T and Ss: “it's only a school subject…”
Exam task 1

“Think back to your school days; think of a language teacher whose LI/L2 policy and/or or practice was particularly memorable, and tell your partners about him/her.”
Exam task 2

“Agree on the five best ways in which a teacher can make his/her own use of L2 effective.”
· A few ideas about avoiding/minimising problems

- Selection and Planning
· Insist on L2 for  what is real, simple, repeated ... don't waste too much time on rare/specialised forms.

· Listen to (record?) yourself teaching ("Could I have done that in L2?") and plan accordingly.

· Grade the language carefully. Watch out for success ("When do they respond? ") and plan accordingly.

- Classroom Techniques

· Use lots of body language, mime, gestures, intonation, objects, pictures etc., and keep checking for success.

· Break down complex activities/instructions into smaller chunks

· Plan selective response to S language - don 't let them drag you into Ll.

· If you really need to use Ll, make sure you move back into L2 before you stop talking.

· Encourage habit formation (keep using - and demanding - standard forms for standard situations/needs)

- Psychological

· Be patient and reassuring. "Arrange" for successful L2 communication to happen whenever possible and draw attention to it.

· Use materials that are authentic AND exciting, to show that English is real and worthwhile. 

· Initiate frequent open discussions with the class about ends, means & rules - use carrots as well as sticks!
· In yourself: define your role and accept it: are you "the Perfect Knower" or "the (very advanced) Fellow-Learner"?
· In both: go for Coleridges's concept of poetic faith: "The Willing Suspension of Disbelief" … "OK, we all know that if we stick to English it'll be useful, even if it feels silly … so let's agree to pretend that it DOESN'T feel silly …"

Christopher Ryan: ryan.christopher.btk.elte.hu
