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* BOX 3.3: ELICITATION TECHNIQUES ©* " F¥ s
1. Questions and answers, Simple questions, very often fol[owiﬁg reading, or g3
part of an intervigw; m2y require shor or long answers:

Wha: s the (family) relasionship baiween David Copperfield and Mr Murdstone?

2. True/faise. A statement is given which is 10 be marked trug or fals2, This may
-aiso bz given as a quzstion, in which case the answer is yes or no.
Addis Ababa is the cepiza! of Egypi
Is Addis Anaba the cepital of Egypt?

3. Multipte-choice. The quasiion consisis of & stem and 8 number of options
{usualiy four!, from which the tesiz2 has 1o selact the right one.

A person who writ2s books is called
al & bookar, b) & editor. ¢l an authar, d) & pubiisher.

4, Gap-filling and completion. The {25122 has to complei2 2 sentence by filling =
gap or adding something. A gap may of may not b2 signalled by a blank or das”
12 word 1o ba insari2d ray or may not be given or hinted 23

Tnay igoi 1o Austealiz in 1930.

Or

Trzy 10 Austratiz in 1930 (ool
Or

A i5 somaana who writes books.
Or

I'va s22n (at bl (neverd

5. Matching. Th2 i25:22 is faced with 10 graups of words, phrasas or sentencs:
ezchitam inths frsz group has o be linked to 2 gifferant itsmin the second.

largs smal!
urhappy | masy
2 It bg
liid's szd

6. Dictation. The testar diciaies 2 passads or 531 0 words; the [esias writss (e~
donen.

sevanin woed). Usuzlly the first twio of threz lings are given wiih no gaps.

Ths family -2 2!l fing, though Leo hed e tad bous of fiu last waelk. Ha spsn:
157 of it lying on the sofa warching whan ha vwash't slaeping!

Hisexzms __ _intwowssks. sahzis 2hout Missing
s=hoo!, buT has manz3ed 1w cuite 2 lot in spiig

faslra il

8. Transformation. A s=nzence is given; the tssiaa has 1o change it according 12
somM2 givan INsTution. '

Put inio the pasi ienss”
| go to school by bus.
9. Rewriting. A santancs is given: the 125182 rawritas it, incorporating a given
charge of expreasion, but pressnving the basic mszning.
He cama 10 The me2ting in spit2 of his in2ss.
Although ...
10. Transtation. Tha t25°22 is asked 1o translaie Exprassions, SINISNCES OF EALTE
passages to or from the 12192t languags.

11. Es;ay. The testzz is givan e topic, such 2s 'Childhood memories’, and 2sked i
write an 552y of a spasific length. ' )

12. I_\nonologue. Tha testa2 is given a 10pic or question and askad to speak aboui it
for a minuis or two.
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2. Cloze. Words arz omitisd from 2 passage at reguiar intarvals (for example, e.=.




BOX 3.4: GUIDELINES FOR TEST PREPARATION

Validity, Check that your items reafly do test what they are meant 10!

Clarity. Make sure the instructions for each item are clear, They should usually
include a sample iterm and solutian.,

‘Do-ability". The 1est should be quite do-able: not 100 difficult, with no trick
questions. Ask a colieague to read through it and answer the questions before
finalizing.

Marking. Decide exactly how you will assess each section of the 1est, and how
much weighting {perceniage of the total grade) you will give it. Make the markiny
system as sirnple as you can, and inform the testees what it is. wrile in the
number of points allotted after the instructions for each question.

Interest. Try 1o go for interesting content and lasks, in order 1o make the test more
mouvating for the learners.

Heterogeneity. The test should be such that lower-leve! siudents can feel that they
are able to do a substantial part of the 1est, while the higher-leve) ones have &
chance to show what they knows. So include both easy and difficult iterns, an:
make one or more of the difficuli ones optional. (See Module 21- Larga
heierogeneous classes lor more discussion of materials for heterogeneous
classes.}

G Camntiriclys Univarsity Press 1966

Questions for the 4th year methodology examination

1. Curriculum and syllabus. Define the terms and identify their roles, Different types of syllabuses -
explain the basic differences,

2. The National Core Curriculum, the Frame Curriculum of Teaching English as a Foreign Language,
local curricula, and the year syllabus — function of the different curricula; relationship of the different
curricula.

3. Reasons for testing, Evaluation criteria for testing. Function of the different types of tests.

4. Reasons for testing. Types of tests. Elicitation techniques - comment on their applicability.

5. Theoretical concepts of testing; reliability and validity,
6. Steps of designing a test. Steps of test administration. Washback.

7. The new school-leaving exam: its levels, main parts, elicitation techniques, evaluation.




