English-speaking Cultures 1 (US)




Instructor: Zsófia Szabó
Contact: mail.szabo.zsofia@gmail.com

ETR Code: BBI-ANG-P10E/a
Time: Friday, 2.30pm-4pm // Room 308, MÚK 6-8



10.19. Introduction, orientation, warm-up  
10.26. US History 1 — Early America; Colonial Period; The Road to Independence // Presentation on Thanksgiving and other US holidays
11.02. Autumn Break
11.09. US History 2 — Revolution; Forming a National Government; Early Years, Westward Expansion, and Regional Difference // Presentation on the American Frontier
11.16. US History 3 — Conflict Within the United States; Civil War and Post-War Reconstruction // Presentation on “Melting Pot or Salad Bowl?”—Diversity in the US
11.23. US History 4 — Growth and Transformation; Discontent and Reform; WWI, 1920s Prosperity, and the Great Depression // Presentation on “A Nation of Immigrants” 
11.30. US History 5 — The New Deal and WWII; The Cold War, Korean Conflict, and Vietnam; Cultural Change (1950-1980) // Presentation on the Education System in the US
12.07. US History 6 — End of the 20th Century // Presentation on Sports, Free Time, and Health
12.14. End term test; conclusion, wrap-up

The aim of the course is the familiarize students with the culture of the United States primarily through learning about its history and customs. In addition, the semester has also been designed to improve students’ language skills, vocabulary, and to broaden their knowledge and understanding of the factors that shaped the birth of the country and continue to have significant impact on the United States of the 21st century.
Students are expected to do their homework—read the assigned chapters of the book at home and look up the unknown words—, actively take part in in-class discussions, and prepare for their presentation. Their final grade will be determined by these factors in addition to their end term test score. The book we will be using throughout the term, and which is the compulsory reading for the course, is available for immediate download at http://www.america.gov/media/pdf/books/learner_english.pdf . Please print it out and bring it for the classes. If you have trouble accessing the file, please drop me an email and I will send it to you directly. Each class will start with a (very) short quiz focusing on the chapters assigned for the week; you can expect both vocabulary and content questions.
Students will also have to take part in giving one of the presentations. Even though topics will be presented by groups and not by individuals, each member of the group has to help prepare their own part and introduce it to the class during the presentation. I will be providing you the basis of what you have to present: sources and texts about the topic in question, but you have to prepare additional material as well. You may bring pictures, videos, songs and include information that you have found during your own research of the topic. You can also teach vocabulary to the others or create exercises in connection with content. It’s all up to you. 

No more than 3 absences!
