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 The course focuses on the functional layer of the English clause, the structure of 

the IP and the CP, both in finite and non-finite constructions. The topic of modality will 

be discussed in detail, and more specific structures (e.g. negation, how it is possible to 

express discourse information in a language with fixed word order) will also be dealt with 

from the perspective of Government and Binding Theory, the Minimalist Program and 

Optimality Theory. 

 Grading will be based on participation, occasional homework and a course-final 

quiz. Instead of the quiz students can opt for writing a research paper related to the topic 

of the course. 

 

Topics: 

1. The IP and the split IP hypothesis: tense and agreement 

2. Modality 

3. Negation 

4. The Left Periphery: the split CP hypothesis 

5. Finite and non-finite clauses: Exceptional Case Marking, raising and Control 

6. Finite clauses: main clause phenomena 
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