1. What is gender identity? (519.)
2. How can you link gender performance to both theatrical performance and performative speech acts? 
3. How is the difference between sex and gender traditionally defined? What is Butler's counter-argument against the traditional view? (via Beauvoir and Merleau-Ponty
4. What are Merleau-Ponty's views of the body?
5. What consequences does Butler draw from Beauvoir's ideas?
6. Why does she say that as a strategy of survival gender is a performance with clearly punitive consequences?
7. How does Butler explain the phrase: the personal is political?
8. What are the problems with the category of women?
9. What kinds of interest lie behind the heterosexually-based system of marriage? 
10. What is the rationale behind the incest taboo?
11. What are the ways in which compulsory heterosexuality is reproduced?
12. What does it mean that "sex, gender, and heterosexuality are historical
             products which have become conjoined and reified as natural over time”?
13.  What are the similarities, according to Butler, between gender as act and theatrical performance?
14.        What kinds of assumptions doe the transvestite challenge?
15.        Summarize the main claim of the 1st paragraph on p. 528.
16.        Gender is an act which constructs the fiction of its own psychological interiority - what is the importance of this sentence?
17.        What does society punish?
18.        What is operational existentialism?
19.        What is Butler's problem with traditional feminists? (And what are the views of these traditional feminists?)
20.        What is her alternative to the reification of sexual difference as the funding moment of culture? (530)
21.        What does it mean (or why is it important) that the visual body, the clothed body, the various physical attributes associated with gender express nothing?
22.         How do the last sentences reveal the characteristics of the position Butler argues against, as well as her own position in feminist theory?
