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In her Mmam%mzm "and celebrated book, Borderlands/La Frontera (1987) Chicana American i
writer Gloria Anzaldua explores the intermeshing of her personal experiences growing up i
along the border between the US and Mexico with the history of the land. That history A
included the forced expropriation by European Americans of land occupied by Hispanics.

@mmac/m discussion. azmmm from @moaang to _m:m:mmm to mmx:m__q L

Esos movimientos de rebeldia que tenemos en la sangre nosotros los mexicanos sureen como rios
desbocanados en mis venas. Y como mi raza que cada en cuando deja caer esa esclavitud de
obedecer, de callarse y aceptar, en mi esta la rebeldia encimita de mi carne. Debajo de mi
humillada mirada estd una cara insolente lista para explotar. Me costo muy caro mi rebeldia
— acalambrada con desvelos y dudas, sintiendome iniitil, estipida, ¢ impotente.

Ve entra una rabia cuando alguien — sea mi mamd, la Iglesia, la cultura de los anglos — me

dice haz esto, haz eso sin considerar mis deseos.

‘tras. Fur muy hocicona. Era idiferente a muchos valores de mi cultura.

Repele. Hable pa’
No me deje de los hombres. No fui buena ni obediente.

Pero he crecido. Ya no solo paso toda mi vida botando las costumbres y los valores de mi

cultura que me traicionan. También recojo lus costumbres que por el tiempo se han provado y !
las costumbres de respeto a las mujeres. But despite my growing tolerance, for this Chicana

la guerra de independencia is a constant.
A

T
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The Strength of My Rebellion

a vivid memory of an old photograph: I am six vears old. I stand between my

I have

father and mother, head cocked to the right, the toes of my flat feet gripping the

ground. I hold my mother’s hand.
To ﬁr_m/nmw\?,‘rﬁd I found the ws.n:m:fﬁc leave

mother, disengage from my family, mi tzerra, mi gente, and all that picture stood for

I had—to leave home so I could find myself, find my own intrinsic nature buried \

under the personality Hr,: had been _Bvcmnm on me.

the source
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what was fall. & 798 2 8s o = , .
: own regime, to live life on my own terms no_matter rcsvcnm::&F _to oth
my

et
LO 1LyL L

they were. Terca. Even as a child I would not obey. I was “lazy. M Instead of iron :M“NHM
my younger brothers’ shirts or cleaning the rzvvc&gH ﬁuMm szmirﬁo&
« studying, reading, painting, writing. Every bit of self-faith I'd ?EMB :w :w,e iy
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Culture forms our beliefs. We perceive the version of rea ality that it roEE_Emr Lte
o as 1 hallenge-
Dominant paradigms, predefined concepts that exist as ssazﬁﬁc?&wﬂr unc g
; e is made by those in power —
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rd x . 1 S : eir wives for obeying
heard mothers and mothers-in-law tell their sons to beat their wives for not
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them, for being hociconas (big mouths), for being callajeras (g

rearing of children
L with neighbors), for expecting their | husbands to help with the rea
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| e d the housework, for wanting to be something other than housewives? ~
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L™ The culture expects women to show greater acceptance of, and commitme
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the value system than men. The culture and the Church insist that e
, ; a woman does
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he god in us). Culture and religion seek to protect us from these two forces. The

. female, by virtue of creating entities of flesh and blood | n her stomach (she bleeds

\ everssmonth but does not die),

by virtue of being in tune with nature’s cveles, is
\

|
ared. Because, according to Christianity and most other major religions, woman is |
carnak’ animal, and closer to the undivine, she

herself,. Woman is the stranger, the other. She is man’s recognized nightmarish
pieces, his Shadow-Beast. The sight of her sends him into a amsb of anger and fear.
" La gorra, el rebozo, la mantilla are symbols of my culture’s “protection” of women.
Culture (read males) professes to protect women. wQE:/ it keeps women in rigidly
defined roles. It keeps the girl child from other men — don’t

poach on my preserves,

only T can touch my child’s body. Our mothers taught us well, “Zos hombres noms .

quieren una cosa”; men aren’t to be trusted, they are selfish and are like children.
Mothers made sure we didn’t walk into a room of brothers or fathers or uncles in
nightgowns or L:F? We were nev er ,:onr with men, not ev en 99@ Om our own

,5):7' - ,nnr/ M Lt 4k,
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i =onelds o, .
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sages: No voy a dejar que
ningiin pelado desgraciado maltrate a mis \:\8\ And in the next breath it would say, La
maugjer tiene que hacer lo que le diga el hombrel (W ?nr yas ittob

n — str c:m,u or submis-
sive, rebellious or conforming?
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and were
necessary then, and, as in the case of all indigenous peoples in the world who are still

fighting off intentional, premeditated murder (genocide), they are still necessary.
Much of what the culture condemns focuses on kinship relationships. The welfare

" of the family, the community, and the tribe is more important than the welfare of the |
\w individual. ‘:5 individual exists first as kin — as sister, as father, as pudring — and
SR o B e 8 pudine T
TTInmy o::E fo:?rsoi 15 condemned, especially in women; humility and self-
lessness, the ,&mgnn of selfishness, s considered a virtue. In the past

\ with members outside-the 35:4 ensured that vou would m

, acting humble
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{envious); therefore he or she would not use witcheraft against vou. If vou get above
vourself, voure an envidiosa. If vou don’t behave like ¢
that you think vou're better than others, que te crees
demned in the Mevican culture and valued in the Angl
««.J\d/? a set of rules so that social categories and hierarchies will be kept in order:
, n respect'is reserved for fu abuela, papd, el patrin, those with power in the community.
7 Women are at the bottom of the ladder, one rung above the deviants. The Chi
mexicano, and some Indian

everyone else, lu gente-will say
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cultures have no tolerance for deviance. De eviance is

whatever is condemned by the community. Most societies try to get rid of their

" deviants. Nost cultures have U::Fg and beaten their homosexuals and others who
deviate from the sexual common.! The queer are the mirror reflecting tl

he hererosex-
ual . tribe’s fear: being different, be Sm. Po%i. and therefore lesser, therefore sub-
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