KELVIN EVFREST

Coleridge’s life

Celendge’s life has proved difficult ro narrate. Trs evenes are hard to under

opmental sequence. Like Colendge's personality, and like

stand as a dJdove

his wrirings, they disclose numercus facers in [oose and disorganised con-
nection, Fhs drive to ardealate a philosophy of unity, with ity conspicuous
successes and sometimes anbarrassing fattures, bas s lundamental coneext
m the grear sweep of mementous political and social chaoge in Britam and
Furope during the period of his life. The soves from radical 1o conserva-
tive, from necessitarian ratonalist 1o philesophical Wdealism and Anglican
Chrisdanity, wore negotiated under external pressures which were, ar once,
sharply focused for Coleridae personally, and profoandly representacive of
the spiricual journey of an enrice generation, This representarive quality gives
a particular importance not just o Coleridge's successes, bar, perhaps even
nrere so, 0 his failures and failings.

Coleridine was bom on 21 Ocrober 1772 in the sinall town of Otrery
St Mary in Devanshize, Tle was the youngest of ten chaldren. THs own mem-
ories of ildhood recall a powerful sense of sibling rivairy; as a smail boy he
fele threatened by the competinon of older and bigger children. This vulner-
abiliy was shiclded in the characeer of an infant prodigy, gifred wicth special
powers of articutacy, and nounshed by an astonishing capaciey and appetite
for reading. He chamed to have read the Bibie by the age of three. He kepe
the company of adulis, content to parade his precociey and o be paraded,
alwayvs treared as o speaial case, self-consciously unordinary, in cvery way
more ahive than others o the pleasures and the threass of o diffeuh world.

This sensitve conperament was subjected to powerful shocks following
the sudden death of his father in Ocrober 1280, when Coleridge was siill
only vight vears old. He was clearly much closer to his father, an educared
vicar who wrote books, than to his mother. The shock of his fathers death
was che mare acute for being associaced in Coleridpe’s mind wich the claiins
of another brother; his facher had died on returning from a wip o Plyinouth

rov deliver Coleridge’s brother Frank to the navy as a midshipman, s journey
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eIl expressive of Mrys Coleridges ambition for her children. Soon after-
wards, Coleridge was sent, through the offices of a family friend, 1o attend
school ar Christ's Hospimal in Lendon, and found himself suddenly guite
abandoned and alone i the harsh regime of a boarding school in the greac
<ivy, far trom his country home. Fle arrived in Seprember 1782, Family con-
nections m London at first ook him tn, and he again found himself paraded
as a prodigy. bur these acquamtances fell away, and he embarked i lonely
solitude on a school carcer which began without distinction, in the dull and
cofartless routines of the school. This trial had its consolations, in the form
ol enduring friendships with school coneemporaries such as Charles Lamb,
Afrer astow start Coleridge’s inreflecrual talents were recognised, and r-
cured, sintably by the schoolmaster James Bover, vividly recalled years larer
in Bingrapiia Taeraria as 2 harsh and unforgiving presence, who vet in-
stilled i Colerddge an understanding of the attentive discipline necessary to

the writing, and reading, of poetry.

In the vears at Christs Mospital Coleridge’s inner imaginative life ook
on g bookish incensity which deepened in conrast widh the cold banaliry
ot his school experience. The voracious reading broadened o include con-
temporary pocery such as the popular sonncets of William Bowles, and also
philosophy and theology. These topies became conreal ta Coleridge’s inrel-
feceual developmene; but, significantly, his inrerest was from the start nort

contralled and assimiladve, bur bewildering and disoricntated.
Towards the end of his carcer at Chriscs Hospital Coleridge was elected
a fGrrectan’, a recognition of his academic ability which marked him out

for universitv. Before duly natriculating at Jesus Cotlege, Cambridee. in

Qetober 191 Coleridge had metand become friendty with the Fvans family,
with whaose daughrer Mary he farmed a shy but strong ateachment. This
mavgurated a lorg and messily unsuceessful history of relationships with
women., which provides a constant jarring counterpowr ro the larger partern
of Colendge's repeated fatlures and fristradons in adolt bife. In Cambridse
Coleridpe keptup Chises Hospueal lriendships, and guickly made new and
teresting contacts. Hes undergraduare carcer ar fest showed high promise.
ITe aitended meeings of a lirerary discusston group run by Chriscopher

Wordsworth, came to know inreresting undergradure contempaoraries in-

y2 ke won the Browne medal

cluding Porson and Wrangham, and m 1

for a *Gireek Sapphic Ode’ ou the slave wade. Buc this sign of political cn-
gagement also confirmed the emergence of a Further significant dimension
i Coleridge's experience, ay he found himself canght up in the grear social
upheaval of the French Revolunion, and its momencous transforanng unpace
an Brizain and Furope. Te followed events and arguiments with keen atten-

ton. Coleridees instiners wichin the turmoil of this pesvasive international
T
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crisis were, like sao many of his generation, o favour the radical cause. Fyents
in France appeared at first very much in keeping with native British radicat
traditions, and rhe sense of a dawning new age of frecdom and cquality was
wiclespread. particularly amongst the educated young. Colerldge’s radical
athiliation found a local Cambridge conrext i the cause of William Frend,
a don who was wied m 1793 for publishing a pamphler which attacked
the hrurgy of the Chureh in radical rerms. Coleridge atrended the wial and
applauded so enthusiasrically 1 Frend's suppore thar he himself besan to
atrract the atcention of the authorities. Frend was banned from the univer

sity. As the course of events in France rurned sinister and bloody, and more

parnevlarly afrer the exeeurion of Louis XV and the declaration of war by
France on Brstant carly in 1793, Coleridge fele che new pressure of a vouthfu!
eathusiasm for the political ideals of "Liberty™. Support for France was now
potentially rreason, and as the forces of reaction garhered so Coleridge found
rhar his behets and wWeas needed careful expression. and a guarded sense of
audicove. Thisconscivusness of a threateing social and policcal communicy
now pave external form to the ner demons and insecurities already ar work
in Coleridee’s experience. His life began te luech vertiginously ineo a chaos
of sudden irranonal decisions and unpredictable changes of divecrion and

heare. Tow shy to make progeess wich Mary Evans, he fell info a damaging

routine of loose living, prostitutes and debt. lost his way ar universicy, and in
December bizarrely chose to enlist in the vsoh Tight Dragoons as a trooper
under the stagev owme *Silas Tomkyn Comberbache’. Fe did not try hard
for anonvariry, and was soon rescoed. Bot the episode sounds o ominous
nore 1 Coleridge’s btography: regular collapse into craven dependency and
transparent untruth was to become s only predicrabie constant,

Coleridge’s carly radicalism oxposed him o all the forces of a socicry in
severe enisis, as the long-building tensiens inherent i agrarian and induserial
revolutian, with thair emergent formations of social class, were brought
suddenly ro focas i the charged political stmosphere of the 17008, Flis
mtellhigence aud deprh of reading i the complesities of rthe situation, couplod
with his auibition to play some part on the public seage, as aninellecrual on
the side of progress, mease thae these great teasions v Brirish souicty were
plaved out with profoundly unsetshng immediacy in his own career. Bur he
was equally interested in the vexed relation berween his conscionsness and
the unconscious drives and activiry of the mind. The dual prossuies e was
subject o in these contexts make for the tormented shapelessness of his
macuriey, and are representacive of underlving coneradictions in the social
experience of his class and generavon.

The duality s tellogly imaged Dy a famons passage from the twelith clap-

ter of Bographia Litesarer, Coleridee apologises for the ahseraction and
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difficulty of his philosephical exposition by ailirming that philosonhy is sin-
ply not a discourse equally available. accessible and inreresting to all men,
He then introduces a metaphor ro illustrate e different arders of knowl-
cdge and understanding which muay be broughr o bear in the artempe 1o

anderstand our experience:

The Rrst range of hills, that encircle the scanty vale of human [ife, is the horizon
for the majoricy of its imhabitants, On s ridges the comnion sun is born
and departs. From e the stars rise, and touching then they vanish, By
the wany. even chis range, the nacural hmir and bolwark of the vale, 1s bus
mperfectly kaown. Tts higher ascents are too often ndden by mists and clouds
Front uncultvaced swamps, which few have conrage or curiosity to penctrate.
Lo the multitude below these vapors appear, now as the darck haunts of rerrific
agents, on whick none may mtrade Wich impamiey; and now all w-glore, with

colors not thar own, they are gaved acas e splendid pataces of happiness

and power Buatm all ages there have been a fow, who measuring and sounding
ehe rivers of the vale at the feet of aieir furthest inaceessible fafls have fearne,
ehat the sources must be far higher and far imwaed; a few, who even o the Tevel
streams have deteczed clements, which neithor the vale itsel f or the surroninding,

mountams contained or could supphv. (Bl 1391

The image gives very powerfuily whar was to bevome Caleridge’s chict
characteristic as a chinker, his constant cffort to see the tmeless, permanear
dimensions w local and rransiently mumediate ceperience. Bur the image
Biographiais scrangely ambivalent, for this metaphor also suggests the far

rial causes in local evenrs, thus evoking the cransformations in

extent of ex
ardinary social Jife brought about by vast cultural and political upheavals.

And thereas rhe further contrasting implicarion that there are deep and oh-
|

unexplored and indeed hardly imagined by most people. This donbleness is

wological determinares of consciousness and personality, largely

ACUTY sy

embodied in Coleridge’s life and work. [le lives out the contradictions of
his soctal position as a radical rellectual of che middle class i the momen-
tous context of the years in Britain which followed the French Revolurion.
His reaerions to the stresses of this siruation, wicluding a move to the rght im
polinies, and towards orthodexy in religlon, typify the intellecrual destiny of
an entire generation. Bue his struggle with the differenedy intracrable prob-

ems of his owrepsychology, and mare partcularly his extraordinary ctfor
fo confrong, interrogare and docamenc that struggle tn his watings, at once
gives an internalised intensity o the social contradictions, and anricipares
the imrellecrual arena of modermniny,

Afterhisrescue from the Dragoons, Coleridpe returned brietly to Cambridge
but soon cinharked wich his friend Joseph Hucks on a tour to Wales, They
stopped en rode in Oxford, and Coleridge met Robert Southey in June 1794,

20
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The two fell immediacely it an inrimate friendship born of shared inter-
ests In radical politics and Hierarnre, Their excired discussions led quickly
ro-Panosocracy’, an idealistic scheme to establish an cgaliarian com munity
on the banks of the Susquehanna river in Pennsylvania. The Welsh cour pro-
ceeded and Coleridge was taken aback by a chance meetnig i Wrexham
with Mary Evaus, the more so since his enthusiastic dreams of a radical
commuuity with Southey had quickly come to include the presence of the
Frickee fwmily; Souchey was already enpaged co Edith Fricker, and Coleridge
had become entangled 1 an artachment 1o her sister Sara. Under Suuthey’s
watchiul eys this solidified inte an engagement by the avtamn. The con-
neerion with Southey drew Coleridge to Bristol, and by the end of 1794 he
had given up bis Cambridge career and eaken lodgmgs with Southey and
another pantisucrat, George Buracte, Tle had made a stare on Ris frst serious
long poem, Religious Musings”, bur now his cnergies wore mainly devored
ta developing a carcer as a radival lecturer and public lectures followed, on
palities, revealed religion and che slave crade. Coleridae foll sue with Southey
in the summer of 1795, and patisocracy was abandoned: but i legacy was
o prove disastrous in Coleridges privare life, for afrer a period of guilty ab-

sence e London he acceded o Southey’s eminous scif-righteous pressure
and rerurned ro the West Couatry 1o marey Sara Fricker in Ocrober,
Following his marriage Colerdge began to publish his political lecrures,
and he formed a plan o produce a journal, the Warchman, which would
take lis independent radical commentary 1o a wider audience. A 1our o
the Midlands 1o attract subsceibers brought bim nto conract widh lead-
ing tneellectual radicals, and coufirmed is growing starus as an ourspolken
young entie of the governmene and supporter of “Liberey’. The Warchmin
began to appear in March 1796, and van for teo numbers, appearing every

publicarions.

cighth day co avard the stamp dury that was pavable on weekly
April saw the publication of a velume of verse, Posins an Varions Subjocts.
These publicacions began ro shape the public image of Coleridge as a fivreely
principled mtelleccual whose disineerestod views rested on the authoriry of
an immerse range of reading 1o philosaphy, theology aud policeal thoory.
Bur he was feeling the pressure of lacal hostiliey from TeACTonary opinion,
which m slave-trading Bristol was formidable. His domestic situation was
also closing in, with the birth of his son Hartley i Seprember 12946, and
mounang pressures to ind somewhere o live, and something to Uve on. He
was also coming under a new infiuence, char of William Wordsworth, whom
be had fivst merin Bristal tn 1295, Towards the end of 1796 this friendship
vapidly decpened and the two voung writers, rogether with Wordswordh s

sister Dororhy, became very close, Acting perhaps on the example of their

simple stvle of hife, Coleridge made arrangements throneh his friend Thomas
P o by Loy
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Poole to move to a small corrage in the marker town of Nether Stowey in
Somerset, and was instailed wizh his family by the end of the vear He now
spent a grear deal of dme with the Wordswaorths, and after a series of murual
visits they moved in to Alfoxden, a house in the Quanrock Hilly close 1o

cecher Stower,

Under Wordsworth's influence Coleridge's ahseract intellecrual interests
were joined with a vuly remarkable cransformation of his ralencs as a poet.
Tnche mainly quier retirement of their Hfe i the Quantocks the vo poets
exchanged ideas and practice, often in the wourse of fong country walks.
Wordsworth had afready written a substantial bodv of verse by the time of
his friendship wich Coleridge. and it is obvious rhat Jis confident sense of
vocation, and tis powertul understanding of his awn place in the lustorical
development of English pociry, made yprafound impression. But itis equally
teue to say that the mlluence o Colerdge was the caralesing agent which
covfirmed Wordswurth's grearness, bringing an awarcness of the need for
erinical principles, and a new and arearly hesghtened understanding of the
possibiliies of a plain and understared sevie o lvric and Blank verse writing.
The poerry that Coleridge himsell produced in the puriod of his intnmacy
with rhe Wordsworths in Nether Stowey constitutes perhaps his lease dis-
putable claim to greamess. 1he *Conversation” poems were mainly wrircen

arrhis oime, as were “The Ancient Mariner’, conceived as Coleridges princi-
pal contriburion to the collabarative Tyrical Baliads, and also both Kubla
Khan', and the first part of *Christabel”,

But this creative and compuratively seeeled period in Coleridge's life had
its tenstung, As the long cosis of the Freach wars deepened with Napoleon’s
rise to power and Britain's isolarion fram Europe, sa the radical character of
Coleridge’s public image atracred more hostiliey, and also covert attention
rom goverrment agents. Coleridges Friend Jobn Thelwall was discouraged
frem moving to the arca because of his polincal atfliataons. Coleridge and
Wordsworeh were spied on, wich official repores rravelling back to govern-
ment. Coleridge fater made a joke of this, bt the danger must have scemed
reat at the time. More personally, Colendge was begining to appreciate
the powers af laudanum, the alcahaolic rincture of opium. Fis young family
grew with the birth of a secand son in AMay 1798, Colendge had named
his first son Flartley' afeer the associationist philosopher who influenced
his early derenminise posicion. He now named his new son Berkeley™ afrer
the idealist philosopher, a cholce which marks bock the extent of his daily
invmersion in the abstrace life of the mind, and the changing characrer of
his inrellecrual position. An carly rational macerialism bad led him towards
Ulnitarianism in religion, but now he found the influcnce of idealist thinkers

wmereasingly arvesting, and wnsercling, particularly as bis quest for gainful

s
-
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enployment was driving him o consider 2 post as a Unitarian Jay preacher
in Shrewsbury,

Durcing a visit o Shrewshury to demonscrare his aliliries ro the prospective
congregation. Coleridge was unexpeceedly oifered an annuicy of Liso by
the young industriahist Tom Wedgwood: his mstant decision ta accept the
annuity is memaorably recorded m Hazliors essay "My Fivst Acquaintance
with Poers’. Hazline had walled ren miles from his home in Wem to bear
Colenidge, and was completely enrranced by the cloquence and erudition
of Coleridge’s walk, alchough over the veary his inital devoted admiration
would wrn 1o bitter and vitriolic disenchantment. The annuiry meant that
Colerndge was suddenly ar liberey to pursue his philosophical intercses, and
he found himsell drawn o study in Germany, at tha time the centre of
Faropean intellectual life. The Wordswerihs lease was ap. and chey decided
rojoin hinon a trip to fearn German and stud_\‘ fiss contemporary literature
and philosophy, In Seprember 1794, almost on the day that Lyrical Rallads
was published, they sailed for Hamburg, Coleridue et his family hehind,

The parey called on the poet Klopstock, thensplis up, with the Wordsworths
travelling sauth to Goslar, while Coleridae first studied German in Ratzebu re
and then moved on o Géeeingen. Here he encountered the MAJOr Currenes
of German meelleerual e, These embraved concemporary lirerature and
licerary history, the phulosophy of Kant and his foflowers, the Spinozists,
Fichorn’s biblical criticism, and the latese speculations an the relation of
mind and bady, and questions concerning che definition of *hie raised by de-
velopments w sciemific medicine. Coleridge had already encountered some-

thing of these interests, variously mediated, through his Bristol cirele, but

his studivs n Germany gave him an almeose unigue knowledape of the lares
developments 1n Furopean thoughe, This was to prove a mxed blessing. Tn
the following years, as Coleridge beeame the most pmportant and infuential
agent for the dissemination of German Romanric philosophy m England, he
often found it difficult to maintain a clear discinerion herween EXPOSILAN
and plagiarism.

In Febroary 1799 Coleridge’s baby sou Berkeley dicd. Colendpe did nort
get the news until Apeil, but e nevertheless continued i stay in Germany,
not finafly arraang back in Nether Stowey unril the end of Iuly, This can
hardly have heiped relations with his wife, and the subsequent breakdown
of the marniage perhaps has its origins in this selfsh Trresponsibilicy. Butother
forces were now at work to undermine any seabiliry in Coleridge's life. The
Wordsworrhs did not return o the Wese Country from Germany, bur de-
cided to sewrle in cherr native Northern Fagiand, Other impaorcant Bnseol
connectiony such as Flumphrey Davy were gravitatng rowards London.

Westr Country projects were soom laid aside as Cedertdge began an essennially
} ! E = }
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wandering existence which characterised his middle vears. He joined
Wordsworth and his brother Joha in October 1799 tor a walking tour of the
Lake Disericr, and m the course of rhis visic met and fetl in love with Sara
Hurchingson, a childhood friend of the Wordsworths whose siseer Mary way
to become Wordsworth's wife. Coleridge’s love for Sara Flurchinson became
a constant distraction and unhappiness, an abiding ohsession. It confirmed
the blighting failure of his marriage whilst doing nothing to free him from
its fruscrations,

Coleridge travelled back 1o London and found work as a political journal-
ist with the Mo Fost, where his breadth of knowledge and arasp of the

underlying issues in lncal events were sgell suited 10 the role of commentaror
ancurrent attairs. The course of events in France, in suble combinarion with
the prevailing potinical climate in England, pushed Coleridge rowards a pa-
trionic ant-Napoleonic stance, The discomforts of this growth away from his
eartier very public radicalism were intensified when he emerged as the target
of savirical arrack by the conservarive Anti-facabin for the radicalism he was

fase discarding, This kind of public contradicrion was particul

arly awkward
for Coleridge, who always felt uncasy in the presence of what he consid-
ered a hostile audience, and wha thus increasingly found himself obliged 1o
provide retrospecrive explanations for an earlier self whose commitments
and loyaloes he wished ro disavow. Lacking the confidence and self-beliof
simply to aroculare changed opmions, he came o rely on his cloquence o
present s own developient as inteenally consistent, but at a leve! of con-
plexity which lefe most observers perplexed, if nor sceptical. This rortured
compulsion to revise his past m accordance with prosent HIperdlives was
made the worse by it conncetion with Coleridge’s mureasmely relentless
Y pur-

self-psyehologising, particularly in his notebooks. which COUraneous
sucd his nighomares and neuroses decper and deeper inro the sub-conscious.
In the absence of @ sccure tamily, or any viahle alternadve in che always
out-of-reach Sara Tuechinson, the atcraction of laudanum, not 1o mention
aleoliol, urew stronger and stronger,

Afrer a tow busy months in London, Coleridge visited the Wordsworrhs
atther new home ur Grasmere, and i July 1800 he moved his own family
e Grreta Flallin Keswick. His plan was to emulbate @ Waordsworthian project
of lofry commentary from the distance of a country retrement, Bue he found
increasingly thar he could not susrain such producriviry. Although he con-
his metaphysical studics, and managed some cranslations from the

Tinued
German, he was now publishing very lirtle, The poctic gifr that had blos-
sumed =0 marvetlously at Nether Stowey in 1797-8 now appearcd virtually
to deserr him, atthough a long and angmished verse-letrer to Sara Hutehinson
was edited down, depersonalised, and published as the Dejecrion Ode’ on

24
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4 October 180z, Wordsworth's wedding-day, His family life was deceriorac-
ing, and his laudanum habit began o ger very much more serious. In due
caurse Southey and his family moved in 1o Grera Hall, and Souchey effec-
vely cook over full responsibility for Coleridge’s family, which now included
his daughten Sara, born in December 1802, Caoleridge absented himself in
the siwmmer of 1863 on a tour of Scotland with the Wordsworths, but wich
failing health and inereasingiy serious dependency on opiwm a more absolure
v chose to seek a berter climare in Malca.

break was inevitable, |

Malta was an important naval base, ar a difficult tme for Britaie i1 the
war with France, so Coleridue’s decision to go there was irself s kind of
patrotic afirmarion, Onee arrved, he managed surprisingly well. The High
Commissioner, Sir Alexander Ball, was impressed by Coleridae’s abiloes and
conversational powers, and gaickly developed a role for him in the adminis-
rration of the island, Coleridge was able o travel, and to think th rough the in-
refleceual progress he had nosw completed towards a Trinitarian orthodoxy in

veligron. His stav in Malta endud with news of the dearh of Juhn Wordsworth
a shipwreck, buthis reewrs involved a protracted overland journey through
a Napoleonic Iraly thae had real dangers for Colerdye, Foliowing his widely
narived artacks on Napoleon in che Moring Post. e firaliv arrived hack
i England m Augusr 1806, after meetings m Rome wirh the poct Theck and
the American painter Washington Allston, amongst athers.

Coleridge could nor face recurning to his family in the Takes, and after a
period of indeterminare wanderig he sertled bricily in Tondon and worked
as a journalist fov the Corrier, His articles on the war saw his position be-
conung not simply conservative but empharically pro-goverient, aliciating
some amongst the dwindling band of his admirers. Coleridge also made ar-
rangements to give Jecrure courses in London. These came o fruition in the
autima of 187, They were hampered eacly on by Coleridecs creasing
unreliability, bur ance he began to trust kis own improvised fl ueney in per
formance then fecturing became & principat vehicle for his developing public
personality. The marvellous tatk could flow ininterrupred, tinding its own
shape, and unchecked by such micetics of prim publication as deaymented

sotrces or sustained ﬂl'gt]iﬂl_‘]?[ﬂf{\"\‘;’ U()i'\cl'(‘ﬁ(\.ﬁ

Relations with s wife deteriorated hadly i the perind following
Coleridge’s rennn from Malta, He avaided conract, although there were
visits north to die Wordsworths, who were appalled by his chaneed appear-
ance and woubled by his drinking and dependency on laudanum and the
erratic hehaviowr which went with them. There was a strange cnsts fn his
relarions with Wordsworth when in December (806 Coleridge apparently
hallucinared that he had witnessed an explicit sexual enceunter berween

Wordsworeh and Sara TTurchinson.

b
=
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An ereasingly eoroured mental lite, savagely Wi in puilty and untlineh-
ing self-analysis. was now often joined with physical illness. Tl found com-
fortin the family of a Briseol friend, John Morgan, whose sapport became
imparrant in the dack middle vears of his Life. By the sumpewer of 1807 he
agam gravitated north to the Wordsworchs, this ume with the intenrion
of pulling his carcer round with the production of a journal, the Friend,
which against all odds he succeeded m producing, mainly single-handed.
over twenty-eight issues up to March r8ro. The Frend is a quintessentially
Coleridgean production. [t iy & philosophical journal commirred o thinking
through the basic principles and abscract issues which underlic ordinary ex-
perivince and the commotion of social and policical e, As such it erhodies
all chat is most admurable in Coleridues undaunted determination alwavs
to try te understand things in terms of wbsolure philosophical queseions of
origin and ultmare destinacion, and to wennfv and tease our races of the
rranscendene in the everyday, But che Friend 1s also wilfully ohseure, bicrily
disorganised, cclecdcally derivarive and compulsively devious in irs conseant
rherorical manocuvreing to justify its own hurried Incompleraness. And yee

es re sucvess 1t found readers, and ad-

in spite of these formidable obstac
mirers, and cartaindy contribured through its successive revised editions to
the developnient of English inteflecrual conservatism rhrough the ninereenth
century.

Once the Frignd had been finally abandoned. Coleridge entered upon a pe-
riod of depression, illness and addicion which brought him close to suicide,

Sara Hurchinson effeeted a decisive bresk. He quarrelled disastrously wieh

Wordsworth, afier a murual friend vnguardedly reported some morntyingly
disparaging remarks made by Wordsworth in private about him. He found
ces for old friends such as Lamb, but

himself in London, keeping up appe
more and more reliant on the support of vthers, Morgan looked after him
for a while. He turned again to lecturing, this time artracting a fashionable
ficerary audicnce. Bur these lectures were very markedly dependent ar times
on recently published German waork, nosably by Schicgel. aud, from this vime
oty the shadow of plagiarism is often serionsiy problemadic o Coleridge™s
pubilished wrirings, Te 1812 he visited che Takes for the last time. 0 arrange
for a revised edition of the Friced. Fle did nor call on Wordsworth, bur a

VIO a4 recon-

meening did follow soon afrerwards in London, and led final
aliation of sorrs, Now and then Colersdpe sull proved capable of Hrerary
exertion. He produced occasional journalism, contnued with his lecruring,
and managed a revision of his drama Osorio, Brst wreitten in 1297 in Nether
Stowey but now successfully produced ar Drury Lane in fanuary (815 as

Renwrse. But rhuse encouragements were overwhelmed by a brooding sense

of persenal failure, an inahility to disaipline himse!f to the production of
16
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work on a scale which could properly articulate the undoubzed power and
extraordinary breadih of his inreflect and talenis, Wedgwood's annuiey was
withdrawn. His grear support fohn Morgan was bankrupe and himself in
need of sopport. Coleridge did his bese to help, snd spent a period in
Wiltshive with the family. Bar towavds the end of 1813 he fell imto a stare
of rotal collapse while staving at an fnn near Bath, able to do litdle more for
months on end than conremplate whar he fele to be che wreck of his life and
ambttions,

His eftores with the Freend, however, and his lecrures in London, together
with the suceess of Romorse, had kepe his reputarion alive. Coleridge’s noto-
rious lnck ofwill power and self-destractiveness were always haftlingly joined

with o surprising resthicnee, and in the snnimer or 1814, ar the age of forry

one, he began a paintul bur nonerheless scardlingly energeuc resurgence in his
lirerary career. He wiss now miore or fess alienated from nis conremporarics
Wordsworth and Southey, and had disappointed the expectarions of many
who had known kim as o beilliant voung poct and lecrurer 1 the 17yos.
But 2 new generanon had prown up, adinnng Colendge’s published poctey
and also those works, such as ‘Kubla Khan™ and *Chrisrabel’, known only
by recitaton and privace circulation in lrerary London. This generation
included Shelley, Kears, and Byron, who did awuch ro assist Colenidge in the
period leading ap o his exile in 1876,

By the beginning of v8135 Colemidge was living with the Morgans ar Calne
i Wiltshire, and hieve he began to think of bringimg out a collection af his po-
ctry. This Ted hine o recall Wordsworths aurobiographical pocm (the future
Prefuedel, which was refurred to during Wordsworths bie as “The Poem o

Coferidge”, and 1o begm 1o develop a critical aveount of Wordsworth’s po-

erts praciice which soon broadened o encompass his own principles. pracoce

and development as a pour, by way of forming a kind of eritical preface to his

colleceed verse. The projeer quickly grow far beyond the limits of a preface,
however, particulacly under the impetus achivved by Coleridge's new method
of composition by dictation o John Morgan, which clearly suited him well.
Coven Coleridge™s msistence as a thinker on reaching always for the longest
perspective, and the most fundamenral principles ar play moan argument,
discussion of his poceric pracnice drew him into a major exploration, not just
of lus personal development, but of the context of his work i English licerary
history, ncluding the relationship with Wordsworth, This led o turn o phil-
asaphy, and theories of language, and w1 short to the Biographia Literaria,
a kind of intellectual autobiography uoparalleled in s combination of im-
portant licerary cricicisny, brilhant local insight and chaotic disorganisation,
Significant stretches of the theoretical musings in Biographia are more or
less dishonestly plagiarised, bur che whole manner of the ook 1 so extrome
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it valnerable insecurity, and so apologenic i faiding ro deliver the grandiose

philosophical syntheses v constantly promises, thar plagiarism scems beside
the pont Teis che wholly unigue expression of a brilliant bat selfconsciously
Hawed and nearate mind, desperate for the symparhetic ear of an avdience
whose judgement it dreads.

During the periad of ies compaosition Coleridge also made progress with
other projects. In 1816 he wrote 4 new play, or rather *dramauc entertain-
ment’. Zupedyve, which was eventually produced in 1818, He ar last published
‘Kubla Khan® and “Chrisrabel” in a pamphlet wich “The Pawms of Skeep'
The Statesman’s Maneal, first of his so-called Ly Sermons, appeared in
December 1816, This wark consinued Coleridges commitment to assise the

inrellecrual life of his gencration by teaching them to set contemporary eveits

in the contexr of general issues of political and ultimarely religious principle.
Like alf of Coleridee’s matre published prose works, its ungainly seylistic
obscuriry failed vo derer some veaders, and the commitment to see the larger
picture won nfluence wnd admivers, [ts conservausm enraged Fazding, who
lavnched a remendous attack on Colerfdge’s apostasy in o review for the
Fdinlburgh.

I April 1816 Colendge presenced himself ar the Highgace house of the
surgeon JTames Gillman, o search of treatment for his opium addiction. This
tured out o be a decisive moment, for Coleridge moved in wich the house-
hold, and found the arrangement so congenial that it was continued for the
rest of his lite, Colendge’s mrellectual breadeh and fearning, and hos extraor-
dinary talk, found an cuthusiastic admirer i Gillman, while the conscant
support and sympatheie cave of the Gillmans provided Coleridge with an
envirenment in which he could work, and be happy. He becamie *the Sage of
Highgate', exerting an influgnce on his own and vounger generations mamly
through the direcr exporicoee of Tus prosence and monologous conversa-
non. He accracted distinguished wisitors such as Carlyle, Rosserel, Fenimare
Cooper, and many others, and buile a civele of disciples over the years which
icluded Joseph Henry Green, Thomas Allsop, and his nephew Henry Nelson
Coleridge, These lateer tweo gradually assumed responsibility for recording
Coleridge’s ralk, which was weitren up and published after his death as
Table Tufk, thus iminating a process by which Coleridge’s posthumons fane
came 1o rest on far more than the worl aconally completed and published
i s Hfenme, This process adds a further unigue dimension ro Coleridge’s
stature, for in his notebooks, marginalia and letters he lefr a record of spec-
ulative intetlectual inquiry, and highly innovanive self-analysis. which far
surpasses in range. originality and sheer bulk the convendona! oucpur of
any contemporary. The sense of o grear gonius lefo unfulitlled by the com-

pleted grear work, which was so strong a component of his contemporary
L8
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nnage, has been controveried for subseguent generations by the retrieving
efforts of scholarship. The great lare-owentdeth-century scholarly editions of
the Collected Works, and above all the Notelaooks, under the commanding
management of Kachleen Coburn, have thus created a Coleridge who coald
naot be known m s biferime,

Coleridges collected poems appeared in 1817 as Sibylline Loares, together
with the Biographia Literaria, which had grown to swo volumes, Thev con-
frmed bis new status as a presence w literary London, a suddenly senior and
much maere substantial figure than the years of wandering after his deparceure
for Germany in 1798 had seened to anticipare. The dependency of his per
sonality had found sholrer with the Gilhmans, and che cwises and ruens of his
polirical allegiances and religious beliefs had sertled to an archodoyy whose
justifications and history were huried in the intracezble obscuriy and formal
treesolution of his public wiitings. & sceond Lav Serrron was published in
1817, addressed to the Higher and Maddle Classes’, which fuither developed
s insdstence an the need tor wltimarely religious primaiples e the negodiation
of local polideal and social crisis. His avquatnrance and celebriey widened,
Fle returned o fecturing, with courses from 1818 an the histary of philoso-
phy, and on Shakespeare. Like his rable talk, chese leetures were recorded by
athers and came 1o be published. Thetr rehance on German and other sources

is clear enough, bur the exeene and frankness of their derivative character

is perplesingly debatable, the more so because of cheir unusual sransmis-
sion. But their influence, and the influence of certain passages i the Freond,
the Tay Senmnons, and above all in Biographa Iiterari (the discussions of
Wordsworth's poctic practice and principles, and the climactic ‘definivon of
Fanoy and Imagination in Chaprer Thirreen), was undouhtedly important,
and became contral in the developing tradisions of Anglo-American fiterary
critivisim especially after thelr emergence as acadenue disciplines o the carly
vears of the vwenticth century.

ke mportance thar Colendge came to have for academic lirerary eriticisim
15 mstroctive, The disapline that his owsn eriveal practice demands of po-
ctry certamly anicipates Fnglish ‘practical cricicisim’ and the New Ceticism,
On the other hand his readiness to move from licerary ro philosophical dis-
coursesand his general project to theorise from pardculars, anticipares what
might be considered a contrary strain of abstraction and theorising i Fnglish
studies. Fven rhe incomplereness and rangled rherorical manocuvrings of his
writings have a kind of appropriateness here, foreshadowing o deep and

e of identity in academic English, shor through swich political

general prob
and cthical concerns in virrae of irs arencdon to licerature, and ves neither

sufhciently abstracr to contnbuare in the disciplines of formal thmbking, nor

camfortable with the mere formalism of aestheric appreciavion. Caleridge
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has a curious gualiey of andcipacmyg problems which only emerse fully m
iy tal B © B

the experience and problems of fater gencradons. There 1s even a kind of

post-maodernity in rhe refusal of che hfe, or the work, to serrle into coherent

narrative or any satsfymg sense of consummated intention,

Coleridge’s Tater vears produced furcher writings. A long-cherished vol-
ume inspired by Archhishop Leighton, whose work had been a comfort in
the darkest days of his addiction and illness, ar last appeared as Aids (o

Reflection i 1825, This improssed many

Anghicans and also found admirers
in the United States. Fe continued tosrite poetry, and this fater verse, almost
always occasional, and mostly light and unpretendions in form, nevertheless
sometimes manages an unusuat bleak and wintry honesry In self-appraisal.f

In 1828 his Poerfcal Wirks were published i three volumes, follawed by rao

further edirions in his fetime. Tis poetry was also published by Galignan
m Parts n 1829 as pat of Poctical Warks of Coleridge, Shelley, and Keats,
confirming his association with, and signiticance for. the major second-
gencration Romanaics, A fnal important prose work, Ow the Constiintion
af the Church wid Stute, appeared s 1829, This surprisingly cogene work.
prompted by contemporary arguments over Catholic emancipation and the
proper place and purpose of the Church, confirmed Coleridees stature as an
mntluennal conservanve Anglican thinker.

In 1822 Coleridges wite, and s daughier Sara, had visited Highgate, and
Coleridge was impressed and enchanted by Sara’s beaury and formidable
leaming. She was to {all in Tove with Henry Nelson Coleridge, whem she
thereafer joined e the seif-imposed rask of preserving her facher’s work
and talk for posterity. Less comforting was the tate of Coleridges cldest son
Hartley. Coleridge was immensely proud of his eccentric son, and delighted
when in 1819 he way elected o a Fellowship at Oriel Callege Oxtord. Bue
in fictle more than a year Hartdey was comoved feom bis Fellowship for a
record of dissipation and reckless disrepard of the College culture. Coleridge
was completely devasiared, doubeless in part becanse his son’s behaviour
appearcd a crucl visitation ol the father’s sins. He tried everything ro secure
Hartley® re-instatcment, but faited. Subsequently a complete separation was
effecred by the strange and lonely Tartley, who bad no contact wich his father
for che remaimder of Tos life, Towar a celiminanng expression of Coleridpe

{ailure as a lather.

By the carly 18308 Colenidge had reached something like eminence. s

L

addiction contnued, seeretive and controlied. He made little money from his
wrinng, his pubiisher having faled in 1819, and the sympathedic charioy of
the Gallmans was supplemented by small gifes and annuities, including anc

from the Roval Seciery of Titerature, There were occasional meetings with
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the Waordswaorths. 1n 1830 Sara and Henry Nelson Coleridge moved nearby
t Hampstead, and supported bim throngh e fase fow vears. Coleridge
died on 25 Julv 1834 in Highgare. A post morrem reven

ed evidence of seri-

aux and long-standing heart problems. suggesting a physielogical hasis for

the aadanom dependency which had so destructvely biighted Coleridges .
vulnerable sensibility.
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