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The Fantastict {_ € ’\'""7_#\/

= ® * I 3 word which is indeed our world, the one we know, a world
without devils, sylphides, or vampires, there ccouss an event which
cannot be explained by the faws of this same fawiliar world. The person

who experiences the event must opt for one of two possible solutions:

erther he is the victim of an illusion of the senses, of 4 producl oF fhe
imagination—and laws of the world then remain what thev are; or else
the event has indeed taken place, it is an integral part of realily—but
then this reality is controlled by laws unknown to us. Either the devil
“is an illusior, an imaginary being; or else fie reaily exists, precisely like
sther living beings—with this reservation,. that we encounter him
infrequently, ' _ _ oo S
The fantastic occupies the duration of ihis uncertzinty. Once we
chocse one answer of the other, we leave the fantastic o7 # neighboring
genre, the uncanny or the marvelous. The fanfastic is that hesitation

experienced by a persen who knows only the laws of nature, confronting -

~ an apparently supernatural event.
T
the text must oblige the reader to consider the world of the charactess
as a world of living persons and to hesitale between a-natural and 2
supernatural explanation of the events describéd. Second, this hesitation

may also be experienced by a character; thus ilie readler’s roie is 5o to

speak entrusted to a character, and at the same time the hesitation 1s
represented, it becomes ‘oneof the themes of the work—in the case of

ngive-réaging, the actual reader identifics himself with the character. -

'hb;'id, E_bé---reédermust’ sdopt a certain altitude with regard to the fext:
he will reject a]ligqrica“w ag well a5 “poetic” interpretations. These three

e 3 odo e T -
equirements do not have an equal valve. The bist and the third ag-

tually constitute the genre; the second way not be fulflled. Nopsthe. -

less, most examples satisfy all three conditions.

" Tow are these three charactenstics to take their place within the.

model of the &_Vgrk as we have articulated it in the preceding chapter?
The first condition refers us to the verbal aspect of the text, more pre-

cisely, to what are called “visions”: the fantastic is a particulir case of -

the more general categery of the “anbiguious vision.” The second con-
dition is more complex: it is linked on the one hand 1o the syntac%z‘cﬁi
aspect, insofar as.it'implies the existence of fornmial units which corre-
spond to the characters’ estimation of events in the narsative; we -mi‘ghti
call these units “reactions,” as opposed to the “actions’ which habitu-
~ ally constitule the argument of the narmative; on the other hand, this
se‘cond, condition refers to the semantic aspect, since we are conce,m'led.
with a represented theme, that of perception and of its notation. Lastly
tl.w‘ third condition has a more general nature 2nd trinscends the di-
vision into aspects: here we are concerned with a choice between sev-
erai‘modes (and levels) of reading. ' .

T

'i'h_f: fantastic, we have seen, fasts only as loug as a certgin hesitation:
a hesitation common to reader and character, who must decids whether
or not.\a.'_hat they perceive derives from “redlity” as it exists in the com-
mon opinion, At thiestory’s end, the reader makes 2 decision even if
the _chg;gp_ter,_dp:es...ne_t;r he opls for “tne sslition of the ‘other, and
thereby emerges from the fantastic. 1f he decides that the laws of 'r"ea]ity

remain intact and permit 4n_explanation of the phenomens déscribed,

we say that the work belongs to another genre: ]
conbiary, he .degide new Jaws. of nature must be entertained to
account qur__t_he phe 1omend, we enier the genfé___rpf the marvelous. '

The fantastic therefore leads 3 life full'f dangers, a}xd may eva porate
at any moment. Jt seems to-be located on the fontier of two genres,

the ma:vilo”us_ and the uncanny, rather than to be an autonomous
senrs. ? . :
> A )

12 uncannyIf, oni the

Yet it would be wrong to claim that the fantastic can exist only in a
part of the work, for here are cerlajn texts which sustain their amb’iguiiy
i the very end, Le., even beyond the narrative itself. The book closed
an axyblguity_pers@sts. A remarkable: exaraple s supplied by Hem;r

arnes .tale “The Tum of the Screw,” which dées not permit us to
mmine finally whether ghosts haunt thie old estate, or whether -#e
E:ongr‘onte'd_ by the hgl}ucinaﬁqns of a hysterical governess vichmized

« * The fantastic requires the hulfliment of three conditions.ff inst,

s

the implicit readei {and generally in the hero of the story). It s tou
reaction which we desoribe as “hesitation,” and the texts which generate
it, as fantastic. When we raise the question of themes, we put the “fan-
tastic” ceaciion in parenthieses, in order {0 be concerned solely with the
- nature of the events that provoke it. In othier words; from: this viewpelst,
the. distinction between the fantastic and the marvelous is ng longer of
interest, and we shall be concerned with wosks belonging to one genre
or the other without differentiation. Nonetheless the text may empha-
size the fantaghc. (ie: ~the-reactionl.soustrongly. that s longer
distinguish the supernatural which has provoked it nakes!
i,t..imp_ossil}l@'ﬁ.@:gf?!}‘.pL.ﬂl'fi'Zjﬁ"é.fiail,.‘..i.l}itead of lea
the fanfastic in parentheses then
impossible.  © 2% o _ ‘
Tn other words: concerned as we are here with-the-preception’ ofam-
object, we mdy insist ag much upon the/precep i
But if the insisténce on the perception
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The story, of the young children {indefinite number and age} left:
to the care of servants in an old country house through the death,
presumably, of parents. The servants, _wicke_d and depraved, oI |
rupt and deprave the children; the children are bad, full of evil,
to a sinister degree. The servants die (the story vague about the
way of it) and their apparitions, ng\res,‘ return to haunt the ho'_‘t.se
- and the children, to whom they seenitg beckon, whor they invite!!
and solicit, from across dangerous places; the deep diteh of a gtk
fence, etc.—so that the children may destrov - themselves, lose !
themselves, by responding, by gétting into their power. So long as
ihe children are kept from them, they are not lost; but they by
and, try, these évil presences, to get hold of them. It is a queshion
of the children ‘coming over to where they are’.z'a ATIES)
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U ndeed if the artistic value of such an experiment be measured by | |
I the intellectual echoes it may again, long after, set in motion, the { i
i case would make in favour of this little izm fantasy—which I seem
{0 see draw behind it loday a train of associations. Tought d?nhbtl‘ess:
1o blush for thus confessing them so numerous | that 1 can but pick |
among them for reference.! ‘,’)T_-% Hes :




“hefore?”

~the house, What arested me on'the spot - and with 4 shod{

¢ : F ' 5 My, i .
_..-__me shiock” of my first and that of my -se¢ ond surprise. My ; “From whege th they come § From! Sile;
hseg 3 el wras :

ER1 ,_‘!:gu',c Lk \vuu.-; He 3

; wd\' Just ' sl)(_h‘v‘ e how int
| mcum‘d it 2 few seconds ~
‘e also.sdw and 1c<,og,mbed but icivas ] : .
af., hlm ior yuus aud h;ul known him _'tlwgya fomeching, |

' ad 101 happeueu &= *

" lisle’more lighty"w
“The story w. Lh tefl,” J; ool upon

Ol T gan’t vvml for-the stora”
i Story momtell "gaick Douglb "

‘myself o reply.

was ('15 e p and .h.rU.d is Lhen, but it
'duum_whw.h[(,ouicl still watch it, see it £ v
sther things. On the spot there came fo e thie added shiod
2 certinde that it was not for me he hdu come. He had e

Fo srsr@e e LISG : T A

uopped u p in fmoLher phc What was the lady wh

“The Jast governess? She was also young and pie ity - almost

A5 FOULY anci alpnost.as prekty, Miss, even a5 yout o o
“ah then I hooe Wer vouth and her butuly Balged hart” 1

and predy!”.

;Pc,oliu,L Llnow iig off. “He seems to llkr_ 05 youung _
Sh hé did? Mis. Grose assedted: “it was the way e liked 4
gver vond" She had no sooner spoken indeed rhem shec 'uwm {
h'”li(,ll' up, ‘I mean that's his way = the master's.”
1 was stoclds “But of whom did you speal Figse™
she looked blank, but she coloured. "Wlw uf h.m,
C9Of e master?
CeOf who else?” - _ 5 & K
CThere was so obviously no one else } af the pest moment I
had loss my impression of her having accidestd ity said more
than she meant; and I merely asked all it ¥ wanted 0§ SNOW.| i

htrle mthe; glrger “\'lllSl&(‘Elo r_mt are as- reci as lus lnzr
& )"QDLOW\‘J are adelOV\ d'uke:» Lhev iook p’u tmulariy 2

suange - .1wfull but I onl*v know cluuly tlmt the} :e rdthe i
smdli and véry ll:\’(‘,(_r His mouth’s wide; and- His* hps are:thin, |
and excepi for his livle whiskers he's “quite cle\indshgwen He
gweb me SQFT of sepse of lookluu h[m_ an :L(.iOi e :

‘I; léast,

Llun wils f uoaa, at lhil momenL : %
“I've hevel seen one, butse } suppose thiem’ I-le 'S tdl.l acrive
erect,” | continned, “but never —ne, néver! - 4 gc:ntlemzm ¢
»15 unnpcuuou s Lu,e hau blandmd as’l- wcnc on hu, Gl
:vspcd confourided, aLLll_')C,il(’Li. "d acntluncm ize

“You know himn then?” :

ohe visibly wied to: hold.herself. “But hc: isTh
¢ Lsuwe the way Lo ln.lp hu “Rf‘lllillkd.bl}""

“and dressed 27 :

“HA SOLE ehmiy& LJoLhe.‘; Tiu,y e st bu"'
Cown.” : .
Siln, bruke }n'i'.o_ E:L_'bl'tilltl‘i_l(‘l.‘:‘fj:- élfl’irumtlvc:fgré)_ai
.Jnrlbter 51 : B Y et
Leaught . up. “‘x’ou o Imow mm)” '
. She fa!u,; ed but'« SL,L.OH([ "Qumtl” she uxcd
S Quing :

‘1’(,[“1 Oumt - hi‘i (

HAE gy et

3 "\Iot ,i wo;d Z tha B Lll{, ho_ oF.

K—A.._,______— - -
1t was plump ome Al:tu noon, in the middk
. the thlchen were ticked away atvel [ had-cone ouL for my stoll
- One of the thouglis thar, 25 1 dog'tin the ledst glumk i from
_.aoting, Ll.SL.d o be with me in these erll:d{‘illls)b was that it
~would be as charming as a chagning story suddealy to meet .
some -one, Some one-would apbeas there ar the i of a path -
and wonld stanc before me and simile angl approve. [ dicdicask ™
mofe than that = T only adked thiat he should friow, snd the only
way o be sure he lknéw would be o see it, aixl ihe kinel lght of
it; in his. handsome face. That was exactly prefent (o we. - by
which It mean the face was - when, on the [ist of these !
Cecasions, at the end of a long June day, 1 stopped shoort sa
© pmerging from one of thé plantations and coming lnksview of '

~muchgreater thas, any vision, i ‘allowed for = _was the ‘
- thiat my unclg)mduon Dyadl, ina flashy turned r 1e did si,md.
- theret - - bue bigh up, heyond the lawn and at the very toprot the’
- rower 1o which, on that fust morning, lige Flora had conducted.:
e, This “tower “was .one of a pair - squdre ceng I_U()US
ummllau.d struchures - that were distinguished, for some
'Jeasou though I coulel o(_(.. litle difference; a5 the pew and the -
“old. They Hanked uppo.snte ends of the Luu se-apdd wends Y
-pu}bal)ly architectural absurdities, sedeemed o & measue - e

vn_ m ;m h'b valet

*srupc*f't(,uon of i, ) :
~Mrs. Grose of course could oulv ge:l.l)&. Lhc:‘ chiu‘
clo your enow?” pe ¥
D wvis thuc - [ saw w;tiz m,r eyes SAW, ul‘lt’ il

indeed by ot bean‘g wholly disengageid nos of aheight oo f 1 T
_ Cod e Do you mean aware of kim?
. pretentious, <lating, In their ging f'—iluedd Antiguity, ﬁom a Dot £ et
-3 "Noe e ofter, T was conscious as: [ spol{.u Ehd
Tfomantic revival that was already a respectable: past Tadmieed 7 1)1()(1 jious things, for 1got the sk il .t
# : 1 Ly 1 S W

thein, had fancies about them, for we could ail profitin adegree, . ¢ - i 7 g GBI QIO S
‘ ¢ compinion’s rdc@ Ancther person -this e but

| especially when.they loonied through the dusk ,by the-grandeur - [ -«
N : Lme a5 ummsmkn_ 1bie hou a 1d & v
- of their actual butdements; yet it was- ot i such an glevation that + £ - q : B Vﬂ * woman i bh&.

lhc, Dgulc [ hrad 50 often invoked seemed most inplace.
Tt “produced in-me, this figure, ‘in the clear twilight, T

e .'hum, Lmd i the msdat of it she caine.”
remener, two distine t gasps of emoto, whicly weie, sharpl y, -

CCaine how -+ &()m where?

R 3 X . P
. 2 violent perception of thie mistalee of oy firse the 7 dgess - butpet so near”
. an who miét my-‘eyes was. 0ot the person Thad precipitately - MM b 11013L commg ni Lu_r?”
_. : o 2
,uppmf.,d There came, 10 1ae Lhus 3. bewilderment of vision of
wbich, airm thiese years, there Is no living view that Lcan hope L Ju.se e ‘IOH‘” T
oo gives Al unkiiown man i @ lobely place is o pej mmed_ s My friehd, vvith'an odc' imm' :
- object of fear 1o a young woman privately:bred; and the flgure - 0 some | rme you've never Sﬁen?.l;
i facbd me wis - a few more seconds assiired e - a3 fivde . % ‘wa adl
=lge 1 knew as 1: WS rhf* 11}1&2,'“ thaL hac! bceu m ary!

i WJ 5 (11(,(1 W s
vHigs Jesselr o b B
ss Jessel: You: don ¢ beh(zw ﬂe?” Ipf assed.
e oucned-right rl”d eitul h\,r dl'i[lLQS “Her can you be s




After @ livle she _€urr ad 1o Lm.d.. “The purson was in Black; you
._._.fjn §

i

“in mournjng ~ rather ]Joc::, alungst shabby, But - yes - widy
sxtraordinary beauly” I now. récognised o whai { had at [ast,
stroke by stroke, brought the victing of wy confidence, for she.
guite visibly weighed this. “Oh handsome v—';\_..{\,, very” |
ipsisied; "wonderfully handsome. But infamous.” '

She slowly camie back to me. “Miss Jessal -~ was infuncus”
She once more wok my band in both hee own, holding it as
'r'ght as if to fortify mé agalost the increase of alajm ! nuuht

draw from this dis_closx.ue i hey were both infamous,” she
Haally said, &

So fora fitdle we 1‘=Lk.f‘t. it once more wgether, and 1 Iounu
ao.solutely_d_ degres of help dn sseing it wow so siaighe
appreciate,” [ said, “the greatdecency of your not having bither-
to spolen; but the time has certainly come & give me the
whole thing” She App ared o assent w0 this, but stili"only in
silence; seeing which Iwent on: " must have it now, Of whar
did she die? Come, ihen was mmuhmv bt,L?\C en them”

“There was everything”

“int spite of the difference - .

“Oh of their rank, their condition” - she broughbt it woelully
oue “She was alady” - '

Loarned it over; I agoin saw, " s - shie was a lady”

sau tifu[ thiat sl'(me out of ihe Blue of her owa. ‘You werd
looking for e owe of the window?™ | sakd. “‘{ou muth
- might be weilking in the grounds?” A
s ‘Wv’li YO 1mow [ thought some one-_was” - Sj.lfi‘_.l'le\r'{‘_:.“ D

L blauched as she smiled out theie at me.” o

: - Oh how I looked at her now! “and did you see &0y oned”
oah onoi she réniined almost (with the full prmleg,e of |
childish umonaequenm) resentfully, though: with a lon
swestess in hu lmle duwv{ ol the negative.

“andl e so dreadfully below,” said Mrs, Grose.’ _
ttele that T doubtless needn’t press too hard, I such compeauy, .
e pluce Of a.servant in Ihe sc“lle- l'\ut th@ e 'v':us .i'!.othhzlg W

“Thirds e - for a change — padf 1 5 Mll never fm gu the
sweetness and galety with which he brought out the woud, noj
how, on wp of it, he bent forward and kissed me. It sva
practically the snd of everything.  met his kiss and 1 had
make, while T folded him for 2 minute in my arms, the mos
stupe n(iOL 15 effort nol w cry, He had Uwcn gxactly the HOCOUNE
of himself that pesmiteed least iy going behind it, and it vas
only with the effect of confirming iy dcceptance of duthat, ad

Dpresendy glaaced about the room, Iu)uld say -

“Then you didn’c lelmbs at alpP” . :

Hefairly glitered j in the gloom. Not atall, T sar up cmd 1e*1d e

“Baucd whc,n did you go down?® .

“Al nudumm When I'ni bad T am bml'" . 5

“f sée, §osee — ir's d\cummg Bue how couln yb(.L_b&'Suff: I
shouwld kaow j2? .

S*Oh L arranged thar with llom f Iifﬁ answers rang out \mll
readiness! “She was 1o get up and lbok our* - - -
“Which is' what she flLd do." It

“Sershe disturbed you, aiel, w6

you also ioolfcd YO saw

.}W”k vou,” 1 C.Uhcuifecl m.uUJlF your d.Cclf..l] in Iht‘ nwhl o
<UP . s

He liter d”/}'/])loonl(.d 50 Frowm this e‘cpiou that he: could d.r [md i
radianty AD assent. “How otherwise should I havu been bad :
:)nou;rh?” e d‘:ku[ Then, after another emby ace, the mmdem e
angbouy interview closed og my recognition of all the resery L
. wf goodness that, for hiis joke, he had been Abic. to (lmw upon.

CeS500'S ;lbc.!éb[llﬁfl[. .Fhmc was a W".l}f e :al mi:h thear, arz
t: the more reaclily for my full vision - on the evidence - of
=mployer’s lae dlever gooddooking “own® mau; mpudc;m
ed, spoilad, depraved. “The Fellow was w hound”

rs. Grose considered as if itwere perhaps a little » cusé far
& seise of shades, “I've néver seen one like him, He didd whar

e

- i;‘:f'ith her?
“with them all”

vas | who feil into the uup'
>.5ee whdt shc, was Joolcmg) zLL,

B e R §
— Rt . N
: 5 e et

- while there piereed through 1y sénse of ruin Pru Ee, _. I
private riamph, ine breathless ceassurane g : : !
“She iswr tiere, litde Jady, and nobocy’s hieze r—-'nd. you - :
AGvVEr sée nothing, ;y sweet! How can poor Miss Jessel - wihen - & 1.

pGor ,\/ilbé,]esse dead and buried? We kaow, don’t we, Tove™. |
- and she appealed, bluadering i, io the chiled “1vs alt mere

rdstake wnd aworty and a jobe - a0 well o home as fastas

5 :

WeE can!

j




