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MadameRoland’s dppeaito Impartial Peflerity. Parts 11,111, 8.3

houfe arrived ; {he was aftonifhed to fee her bed firipped of ‘the-
honours of its capital, and exclaimed, with the utmoit amplicity,
* My God, how could this happen! it is feventeen years finge
thebed was put up in that very fpot; and in all that timedit has
never budged aninch.” Thelogic of the hoflels made me langh
more than the cralk of the bed. 1 recolle@®ed it however aiter-
wards, *nd thoughr I could often fee fyufficient reafon to compare
the arguments I heard in the world with the lo{gie of the landiady
of Meudon : upen fuchk occafians I would whifper to.imy mothey,.
and {ay, ¢ Now that i5 as good &b the argument of the ihvtnt;:ﬁn
years to prove the immortality of the bed.” Fhai't
The remainder of the volume is chicfly employed in amufin
defcriptions of mademoifelle Phlipon’s numerous {uitors, and an ﬂg-
fecting relacton of the fickunels and death of her mother.~—We fhaif
tske our leave of this volume by quoting a paffage in which madam
Roland exprefes her laft thaughts concerning religion. '
T P.xrt.— In the filence of the clofer, and the drynefs of it
cullion, I'can agree with the atheilt or the materialift, 2¢ to the
perfed infolubnlity of certain queftions; but in the bofom of the
country, and in the contemplation of nature, my foul féirs to
the vivifying principle that animates all objeéts, w the almighty
intelleft that arrangesthem, to the gooduefs that inflitls idto them
fuch exquifite charms. Now, that immente wabls fepasate. me
frow thole I love, that the accumulated.evils of Heciexy defcend
upon usatonce a5 2 punihment for fecking itsdgrpamﬁ kappinefs,
I look beyond the baunds of life for the reward of our fkqrifices,
und the felicity of re-union.
"¢ "How ? In what manner? X am ignorant; I only feel thar ic
ought to be fo.
¢ The atheiftis not, in my eves, aman of ill faith: T can live
with bim as well, nay better than with the devores 3 for v resious
ﬁaare; but he s dcgcient m @ certain fepfe, and his foul docs
not keep pace with miue; he is uamoved a R fpeftacle the moft
ravifhing, und he huats for a (yllogifm, where I am umprefied
with awe and admiratios. o o
* It was not fuddenly and at once that I fixed myfelf in this
firm and peaceful {ear, in ‘which, enjoying the trurhs which are
demonfirated to me, and religning myfelf with confidence to the
feolings thar conftitute my happinefs, I am content to be igtgrant
of what czanot be known, without being difturbed by the opinions
of others. 1 comprefsin a few words the cflence of many.gcars
meditation and ftudy, in the courfe of which I have fomatimes .
fhared the zeal of the theift,. the aufterity of the atheift, and the
1edifference of the f{cepric. | Thefe fluctuations were always ace
companied with fncerity, & I had no inducement to change my
opindons for the purpofz‘of countesdocing a relaxation of man-
nery : my fyflem of conduét was fixed beyond the power of pre-
jedice to hake : I fometimes fele the sgitation of doubr, butnever
the torments of fear. I conformed to the citablithed worfhip, }:c-
caufe my age, my fex, my Geustion, made it my duty to do {o;
but, incapable of deceir, 1 faid to the abbé Morel, *¢ | come ta’
confeflion for the sdification - of my ncighbour, and the peace of ‘
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