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CULTURES OF EUROPE: THE RENAISSANCE
(Lesson 3- 25th Oct)
1) Renaissance (French), Rinascimento (Italian) – 
’rebirth’ of the classical past: Greco-Roman culture after the ’Middle Ages’ between classical antiquity and the Renaissance

2) Origins: Italy – FLORENCE (Firenze) (cathedral: Brunelleschi, Michelangelo: David), Venice, Rome → why didi t start here? Florence was a the trading center between Europe and East- this allowed the sharing of ideas.
In Italy : 14th-16th c., later it spread to Northern Europe (eg. England): 16th – early 17th c
3)Historical-cultural background: 

- Florence, Italy – independent city states, banks, commerce, trading: the strict hierarchy of medieval thinking is breaking down
- Battle of Lepanto (Ottoman Empire) – fall of Byzantium → Greek scholars come to Italy with works of Plato (Neoplatonic Academy founded in Florence, Pico della Mirandola)

- REFORMATION of Roman Catholicism: 1517, Martin Luther inWittenberg (Germany) – PROTESTANT religions, different forms, eg. England: Anglican Church →1534-seperation from the Vatican-being under the jurisdiction/control of the Pope

 translating the Latin Bible to the vernacular, the mother tongue of the believers

- PRINTING PRESS: Gutenberg – 1450-240 prints/hour-before took months for monks -wider readership, more books-Gutenberg bible-1455
- archeological digs start – Colisseum in Rome, etc. – interest in the Roman past
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4)A change of worldview: (video)
MAN, BEAUTY, FREEDOM at the centre of all things
· human body: standard for all other measurements (cf. Leonardo da Vinci: Vitruvian man) : perfect proportions
· WORDLY PLEASURES: the BEAUTY of the human body, the BEAUTY of NATURE (Botticelli: The Birth of Venus, Spring): realism and beauty
· INDIVIDUALISM (portraits: Leonardo: Mona Lisa, Raphael, Tizian, Holbein, etc.) – the dignity and the danger of individual man (’fashioning’ oneself – ’self-made men’): man shaping history (Machiavelli: The Prince)

· HUMAN INTELLECT → SCIENCE flourishes again: medicine (anatomy!), astrology (Copernicus, Johannes Kepler, Isaac Newton, Giordano Bruno, Galileo Galilei – the earth is moving!) – „scientific revolution” of the early modern age: the scientific process of objectively collecting and examining data 
· ART – as an expression of what man is capable of creating: beauty, harmony, balanced structure, perspectives (Raphael: The School of Athens – with Plato and Aristotle in the middle)

· CHRISTANITY and RENAISSANCE IDEALS: Michelangelo: The Sistine Chapel . The Creation of Adam
· GREEK AND ROMAN GODS/MYTHOLOGY: beauty and education
· Holbein slide-Education (grammar schools, universities): HUMANISM: ideal scholar (Erasmus) – reads in Latin and Greek, knows Greco-Roman history, philosophy, literature, can speak and write very well – can persuade the listeners (art of rhetorics – cf. the Roman Cicero)
5) Famous narratives of the Renaissance:
Italian:
· Petrarch: Songbook – sonnets, love for Laura, nature adoring Laura 

· Boccacio: Decameron – entertaining stories about Italian people, love, cheating, etc. in a framework (cf. 1001 Arabian Nights)

· Pico della Mirandola: Oration on the Dignity of Man (1486) – God speaking to Adam: ’I have not given you a fixed place and function so that you may choose according to your desires’, ’you are free to choose your place and form and function but do it with honour’, ’you are the maker and molder of yourself’, ’you may choose to sink down to the level of brutal animals or you may ascend to higher angelic forms’
· N. Machiavelli: The Prince – ’good ruler – effective ruler, strong and powerful – not always morally right! – the end justifies the means’
English:

Thomas More: Utopia – ’the best world’ 

is no private ownership on Utopia, with goods being stored in warehouses and people requesting what they need. There are also no locks on the doors of the houses, which are rotated between the citizens every ten years. 
Agriculture is the most important job on the island. 
Parallel to this, every citizen must learn at least one of the other essential trades: weaving (mainly done by the women), carpentry, metalsmithing and masonry. There is deliberate simplicity about these trades; for instance, all people wear the same types of simple clothes and there are no dressmakers making fine apparel. 
people only have to work six hours a day (although many willingly work for longer).
 More does allow scholars in his society to become the ruling officials or priests, people picked during their primary education for their ability to learn. All other citizens are however encouraged to apply themselves to learning in their leisure time.

Slavery is a feature of Utopian life and it is reported that every household has two slaves. The slaves are either from other countries or are the Utopian criminals. These criminals are weighed down with chains made out of gold. 
The gold is part of the community wealth of the country, and fettering criminals with it or using it for shameful things like chamber pots gives the citizens a healthy dislike of it. It also makes it difficult to steal as it is in plain view. Jewels are worn by children, who finally give them up as they mature.

Other significant innovations of Utopia include: a welfare state with free hospitals, euthanasia permissible by the state, priests being allowed to marry, divorce permitted, premarital sex punished by a lifetime of enforced celibacy and adultery being punished by enslavement. 
In addition, there are no lawyers and the law is made deliberately simple, as all should understand it and not leave people in any doubt of what is right and wrong.

There are several religions on the island: moon-worshipers, sun-worshipers, planet-worshipers, ancestor-worshipers and monotheists, but each is tolerant of the others. Only atheists are despised (but allowed) in Utopia, as they are seen as representing a danger to the state: since they do not believe in any punishment or reward after this life, they have no reason to share the communistic life of Utopia
Wives are subject to their husbands and husbands are subject to their wives although women are restricted to conducting household tasks for the most part. 
· W. Shakespeare: Hamlet – importance of the individual (video)
· Romeo and Juliet (video)- the beauty of love-summary-video-story +musical+ music video
Spanish: (nem kell)
· Miguel Cervantes: Don Quixote – ’the day-dreaming knight’
HOMEWORK:

Choose one artist or writer or scientist or work of art, look for webpages with information about him/it and write a 30 sentence- long essay about him/it.
